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The Leading Edge Trip Climber’s Guide
BY BARRY ST. CLAIR 

will equip your students for a cross cultural trip. Focusing on 7 leadership 
qualities of Jesus, students will...

> �Mature in intimacy with Jesus through quiet times, journaling and
scripture memory

> Trust God for financial needs
> Love others with Christ like compassion
> Lead as a servant
> �Strengthen personal relationships and small group leadership skills
> Communicate the message of Jesus boldly
> Create a vision for life and ministry

the 150 page Leading Edge Trip Climber’s Guide builds students into leaders 
because it prepares them in six training sessions to…

> �DISCOVER the 7 leadership qualities IN PREPARATION FOR THE TRIP
> �EXPERIENCE these seven leadership qualities ON THE TRIP
> �APPLY these seven leadership qualities at home, school and church

AFTER THE TRIP.



LEADING EDGE TRIP 

Climber's Guide 

Equipping Student Leaders 

on a Cross-Cultural Trip 

• Equipping: Prepare ... get ready ... grow in Christ and
in His qualities

• Student Leaders: You ... you are a leader

• Cross-Cultural: Out of your comfort zone

• Trip: Travel. .. journey ... going some place

This Climber's Guide will prepare you for this trip and for your life. It will 
help you grow in Christ and become a leader who can spiritually 
Influence other students on your trip and on your life journey. 
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To the awesome people going on a Leading Edge Trip: 

Jesus, alive in you, will radically change your life, 
especially as you discover and experience seven of 
His leadership qualities through this Climber's Guide.

You are going to grow big-time. 

Jesus, working through you, will influence the lives of 
many people during your trip. He is going to use you 
to do your part to change the world. 

Jesus will give you a vision of your own life and 
ministry right where you live. The Holy Spirit will 

speak to you and show you how to put seven leadership qualities of 
Jesus into action where you live-at home, in your church, and at your 
school. 

No question, you are now on the Leading Edge! 

Jesus Is Lord, 

Barry St. Clair 



LEADING Edge 
Dear Parents: 

Thanks, parents , for trusting Go d with your kids ! 

Thanks for your willingness to allow your teenager t o participate i n a 
mission trip! Our praye r i s that God will use those who participat e i n the 
trip to go deep in their relationship with Christ , to stretch out as they pu t 
into action seven leadershi p qualities o f Jesus, and to climb highe r i n 
their vision and ability to influence the lives of others . 

Perhaps one of the most difficult decisions we have to make as parent s 
is to trust God with our children and let them go on a trip like this. Only a 
parent can fully appreciate that . However , I  believe that God honors suc h 
obedience, and my praye r i s that the Lord will use this trip as a means o f 
helping students and parents becom e mor e o f what H e desires them to 
be. 

I want to encourage you to invest in your son or daughter b y 
getting involved in this trip. Take some time to look over this Climber's 
Guide. A s you do, you will see that the purpose i s to equip student 
leaders in  a missions experience  that  results in  leadership at  home, 
church, and  school. 

 i s committed to 
accomplishing thi s purpos e b y helpin g you r 
teenager discove r seve n leadershi p 
qualities o f Jesus and incorporate thos e 
qualities int o his or her own life : 

1. Matur e i n intimacy with Jesus 
through quie t time, journaling, an d 
Scripture memory . 

2. Trus t God for financial needs . 
3. Lov e others with Christ-lik e 

compassion. 
4. Lea d as a servant . 
5. Strengthe n persona l relationship s an d smal l group leadershi p 

skills. 
6. Communicat e th e gospel effectively . 
7. Creat e vision for life and ministry . 
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You can help significantly by praying for your teenager. Let your teen 
know that you are his or her biggest fan! Give your blessing. Encourage, 
give, and be Involved. To maximize this experience, your teenager needs 
you! Thanks for being there! 

Jesus is Lord! 

�am,r 
Barry St. Clair 
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LEADING Edge 

What's in  this  Climber's  Guide? 
Trip Info to  Know 

6 General Inf o 
8 Vision and Missio n 
9 Dates and Checklist s 

10 Vital Trip Inf o 
12 Sample Itinerar y 
13 Serious Stuf f 
14 To Pack or Not To Pack 
15 Suggested Gifts for Homestay Familie s 
16 Pre-Trip Trainin g 
17 Six Pre-Trip Session s 

7 Leadership  Qualities of  Jesus 

6 Weeks  of Preparation 

19 W e e k 1 
Mature in intimacy with Jesus 
Trust God for financial need s 

32 Wee k 2 
Love others with Christ-like compassio n 

45 Wee k 3 
Lead as a servant 

54 Wee k 4 
Strengthen persona l relationships an d small group 
leadership skills 
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66 Wee k 5 
Communicate th e gospe l effectivel y 

84 W e e k 6 
Create vision fo r lif e and ministr y 

Trip Tool  Box 
Tool 1 Consent fo r Medica l Treatment an d Hol d Harmles s 

Agreement 
Tool 2 Participant's Hono r Cod e 
Tool 3 Leading Edg e Trip Respons e For m 
Tool 4 Journal of Partner s 
Tool 5 Financial Accounting Ledge r 
Tool 6 Gaining God' s Hear t 
Tool 7 My Dail y Journa l 
Tool 8 New Friend s 
Tool 9 Bible Response Sheet s an d Praye r Action Sheet s 
Tool 1 0 Skits 
Tool 1 1 Vision Sessio n 
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Jesus-Focused Youth Ministry 

 trains leader s i n Jesus-Focused Yout h 
Ministry. I n an environment o f prayer, this ne w bu t ancient paradig m 
builds on five essentia l component s o f Jesus' ministry . 

Through thi s relationa l disciple-makin g process , youth leaders , parents , 
and volunteers connec t with student s to help them experienc e 
life-change an d become life-changers . 

Go Deeper  with  Christ 
How do you develop your relationshi p with Jesus an d reflec t Him to 
others? G o deeper into  an  intimate  and  passionate  relationship  with 
Jesus and  live  that  relationship  out  by  obeying  Christ  and  reflecting  His 
character to  those around  you  (Mar k 1:7-8) . 

Build Leaders 
How do you build quality leaders for a long-term ministry? Equip adults who 
have the  heart  and  skills  to  reach and  disciple  students  (Mar k 1:16-20) . 

Disciple Students 
How do you disciple students t o have spiritua l passio n an d becom e 
spiritual influencers with their friends? Challenge  students  to  move 
toward maturity  in  their  relationship  to  Jesus through  small  group 
discipling relationships  (Mar k 3:13-15) . 

Penetrate the  Culture 
How do you motivat e and mobiliz e your leader s and students t o 
penetrate the studen t culture? G o where students  are  spending  time  in 
their culture  and  equip  them  to  reach their  friends  (Mar k 1:40-42) . 

Create Outreach  Opportunities 
How do you design outreac h opportunities fo r students t o reach thei r 
friends? Present  Jesus  in  culturally-relevant  outreach  opportunities 
where students  bring  their  non-believing  friends  (Mar k 4:1-2) . 
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LEADING  Edge 

Vision and  Mission 

Vision 
To equip student leaders like you for a missions experience tha t wil l 
result in increased ability to serve as leaders a t home, church , and 
school. 

Mission 

7 Leadership  Qualities of  Jesus 

To equip you with the seven leadershi p qualities from the ministry o f 
Jesus to help you develop a s a "spiritual influencer, " you will : 

1. Matur e in intimacy with God through quie t time, journaling, an d 
Scripture memory . 

2. Trus t God for financial needs . 
3. Lov e others with Christ-like compassion . 
4. Lea d as a servant . 
5. Strengthe n persona l relationship s an d smal l group leadershi p 

abilities. 
6. Communicat e the gospel effectively . 
7. Creat e a vision for life and ministry . 

You will study these leadership qualitie s during the preparatio n phas e 
and then practice these qualities during the trip . You will design an Action 
Plan for implementing these qualities during the Vision Session . Th e 
ultimate goal i s for you to put these qualities into action in your home , 
church, and school when you return from the trip. The adul t who goes o n 
the trip with you will mento r you through hi s Action Pla n when h e return s 
home. 
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Dates and  Checklists 

Four Months Before  Your  Trip: 
Read and familiarize yoursel f with the Leading  Edge  Trip 
Climber's Guide. 

Meet with you r pastor , youth pastor/adul t leader , and an y 
other church authorit y t o gain permission t o take the trip . 

Secure a  valid passport , i f required . 

Three Months Before  Your  Trip: 
Begin to spend time alon e with God consistently an d to pra y 
for the trip . 

Mail letter s t o potentia l partners . 

Turn i n to your leader : 

Your signe d Consen t for Medica l Treatmen t an d Hol d 
Harmless Agreemen t (se e Too l 1 ) 

Your signe d Hono r Cod e (se e Too l 2 ) 

A photocopy o f the fron t pag e of your passpor t 

One Month  Before  Your  Trip: 
Turn i n all funds raised . 

Get a  copy o f the travel schedule an d go over i t with you r 
parents. 

Confirm your airline ticket an d passport . 
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Vital Trip Info
1. Passport

IMPORTANT: Obtaining your passport may take six 
weeks or longer. In addition, March through June are 
usually busy months to obtain passports.

APPLY IMMEDIATELY if you do not have a passport. If 
you do have a passport, check to make sure it will 
remain valid for 3 months past your trip date.

10 |  General Information

2. Birth Certificate
An official birth certificate with a seal is required for traveling in the 
Americas. A passport is not required but could be used instead of a birth 
certificate
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1.	 Passport

IMPORTANT: Obtaining your passport may take six weeks 
or longer. In addition, March through June are usually busy 
months to obtain passports.
APPLY IMMEDIATELY if you do not have a passport. If you do 
have a passport, check to make sure it will remain valid for 3 
months past your trip date.
If your passport is from a country other than the USA, check 
with the Passport Office for instructions.

2.	 Birth Certificate
An official birth certificate with a seal is required for traveling in the 
Americas. A passport is not required but could be used instead of a birth 
certificate.
3.	 Visa
You might need to obtain a visa. You can get information about obtaining 
a visa by going to the web site http://travel.state.gov/.
4. Letter of Invitation 
Often, a letter of invitation is required to enter a country. You can obtain 
that letter from your host if needed.
5. Vaccinations 
Check with healthcare providers and/or your medical records to ensure 
that your immunizations (e.g., tetanus and polio) are up-to-date. Keep in 
mind that for those 18 years of age and older, tetanus and diphtheria 
shots must be updated every 10 years.
6. Spending Money 
It is suggested that each participant take $150 to $200 in U.S. dollars for 
spending money that can be used for going out to eat, buying souvenirs, 
or purchasing insurance to go into the country. Money will be exchanged 
in the country. Credit cards may be usable in a country where ATMs are 
available, mostly in the larger cities. Postage money is needed to mail 
your support letters and thank-you postcards.
7. Other Possible Expenses 
For some countries an entering or departing fee is paid at the passport 
control. Check for details about the above expenses.



Sample Itinerary 
Note: Your youth leader wil l provide you with your specific itinerary . 

Put your itinerary here . 
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Serious Stuff 
Probably you r youth leade r i s a grace-oriented person . Bu t some action s 
can ruin the trip for everyone. So , get serious abou t this page . 

To get sent home immediately , do one o f these : 

1. Posses s o r use alcohol, tobacco, o r any illega l drug s 
2. Posses s o r use firearms o r fireworks o f any kin d 
3. Leav e th e lodgin g complex alon e unaccompanie d 

To avoid serious disciplinary action , stay away fro m this stuff : 

1. Profanit y 
2. Fightin g 
3. No t keeping the group leader s informe d of your whereabout s 
4. No t showing u p for meeting s an d curfews o n tim e 
5. Trashin g othe r people' s propert y 
6. Dressin g inappropriatel y 
7. Participatio n i n romantic activitie s 

Dismissal 

Disciplinary Action 
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To Pack Or  Not  To  Pack 
Take only ONE piece of luggage, one sleeping bag , and one airline -
approved carry on . Your one piece of luggage mus t not exceed 6 2 
inches overall (length plus height plus width) and mus t no t weigh mor e 
than 70 pounds . 

When you are packing, remembe r the "Five Mil e Rule" : Don' t pac k mor e 
than you would want to carry for five miles , and then pack a  little less . 
Less is better ! 

What To  Pack 
Necessities 
Note: You r clothes send a message, so dress appropriately . Mos t likely , 
laundry facilities are not available; clothes ma y b e worn man y time s 
without cleaning. The weather varies and often there i s no air 
conditioning o r heating. You will need to pack the following items : 

Bible, Leading Edge  Trip  Climber's Guide,  an d pe n 
Jesus No  Equal  boo k 
Casual travel outfi t 
Modest dress/skir t that can be worn mult i times (gal s only ) 
Khakis and collared shirts that can be worn mult i times (guy s only) 
Modest, conservative swimsui t 
One pair o f athletic shoes suitable for walking man y kilometer s 
One pair o f casual shoes suitable for walking man y kilometer s 
Lightweight waterproof park a 
Lightweight jacket/sweatshirt/fieece fo r coo l night s 
Maximum of six sets of clothing (shorts , jeans, sweats , shirts , T-
shirts). Pleas e avoid taking expensive o r flashy clothing as this 
widens the gap between u s and those whom we are going to 
serve. 
Toiletries 
Undergarments 
At least six pairs of socks 
Two towels and a  washcloth 
Small flashlight and batterie s 
A sleeping bag (i f needed ) 
Gifts for homestay families (see Suggeste d Gift s for Homesta y 
Families o n page 15) . 
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Suggested Items 
Insect repellent ; Avon Ski n S o Sof t is great . 
Sunscreen 
Immodium or Pept o Bismo l for possibl e diarrhe a 
Camera (wit h fresh batteries ) an d fil m 
CD playe r (wit h fresh batteries ) an d appropriate musi c 
Foreign languag e dictionar y 
Alarm cloc k 
One rol l o f toilet pape r 
Small pack o f purse-size Kleene x 
Snacks tha t will withstand the hea t of trave l 
Bandana o r scar f 
Personal medicatio n 
Spending mone y ($150-$20 0 suggested ) 
A good boo k 

Immodest clothing-i f there' s a  question, don' t pac k it . 
Tank-top shirt s 
Clothing tha t advertises alcoho l products , tobacco products , roc k 
bands, etc . 

Brownie mi x 
T-shirts o r sweatshirt s 
Decorative bookmarker s 
Fragrant soap s an d bubble bat h 
Peanut butte r 
Praise tape s 
Souvenir picture book s from your hometow n 
Nice stationer y 
Baseball cap s 
Potpourri and candle s 

What NOT  To  Pack 

Suggested Gifts  for 
Homestay Families 
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LEADING EDGE 

Pre-Trip Training 
Thoroughly familiariz e yoursel f with this Leading Edge  Trip  Climber's 
Guide. Kno w i t from cover to cover. To get properly prepared , take th e 
following actions . 

Build your suppor t team. As you focus on discovering those who m 
the Lor d will use to support you financially (Financia l Partners ) don' t 
overlook developing your praye r bas e (Prayer Partners) . Both are 
essential. And don't forget to make al l aspects o f the trip a matter o f 
your own daily prayer as well . 
Begin to work a t consistency i n your time alone with God and begi n 
your entries i n "My Daily Journal." See the "Spending Time Alon e 
with God" and "Keeping a Journal" sections to get started . 
In your time alone with God , work through Jesus  No  Equal  b y Barr y 
St. Clair. This book normall y takes six weeks to complete, so don' t 
wait unti l the last minute to get started on it . Do not just work 
through the book as an academic exercise . As you apply the truth s 
of the book righ t where you are living, God will provide yo u with 
testimonies an d illustrations tha t will prove beneficia l an d 
encouraging to the people with whom you will work o n the trip. Thi s 
book ma y be used extensively o n the trip, so know i t well. 
In preparation for your six group sessions, spend 3 0 minutes to one 
hour discovering the seven leadership qualities o f Jesus that wil l 
change your life . You wil l find these in Section 6, "Hot Discussion s 
to Discover Jesus' seven Leadershi p Qualities. " 
Familiarize yoursel f with the skits. Chances are you will be called 
upon to play various roles i n the skits and to teach them to others . 
Study some basi c language o f your target country. You don' t nee d 
to be fluent, but a few essentia l words and phrases wil l mak e for a 
more interesting and enjoyable trip . Plus , i t communicates positivel y 
to the nationals i f you know some o f the language . 
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6 Pre-Trip Sessions 
These session s offe r you and your team member s th e first opportunity t o 
develop yoursel f personall y an d your team as student leaders . Eac h 
session i s designed to accomplish th e purpos e o f the trip and develo p 
one of the seven leadershi p qualitie s o f Jesus i n you and your team. G o 
after them like the leader you are ! 

Session 1 
During this session , you will lear n the importance o f gaining God' s hear t 
by going through Jesus No  Equal.  Your leader will help you get started b y 
going through th e first one with the group. Fo r more on gaining God' s 
heart refe r to Too l 6. Your leade r wil l review al l the support-raisin g 
material. Also some importan t informatio n wil l be reviewed (focus , 
passports, expenses , itinerary , an d date the deposi t i s due) . 

Homework: Prepar e dail y assignment s i n Jesus No  Equal  an d "Th e 
Greatest Thing : Lovin g People. " Ge t your database and suppor t lette r 
prepared an d send ou t the letter . 

Come prepare d t o report o n your support-raising efforts . You wil l shar e 
any updates o n the tri p and insight s o n your homewor k assignments . 

Homework: Prepar e dail y assignment s i n Jesus No  Equal  an d "With a 
Towel: Serving Unselfishly. " 

Session 3 
You wil l share you r insight s from your assignments an d repor t on you r 
support-raising efforts . I n this sessio n yo u will discuss any updates o n 
the trip as wel l as cover safet y an d securit y issue s an d airlin e luggag e 
requirements. 

Homework: Prepar e dail y assignments i n Jesus No  Equal  an d "A Frien d 
in Need: Makin g Friend s fo r Christ. " 

You wil l share you r insight s from your assignments an d repor t on you r 
support-raising efforts . You wil l discuss any update s on your trip . 

Session 2 

Session 4 
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LEADING Edge 
Homework: Prepar e daily assignments i n Jesus No  Equal  and  "M y 
Great Discovery: Giving a Personal Testimony" and "The Message : 
Presenting the Truth of the Gospel. " 

Session 5 
You will share your insights on your homework assignment s and repor t 
on your support-raising efforts . I n this session you will discuss any 
updates on your trip. You will need to bring information o n your insuranc e 
coverage. 

Homework: Prepar e daily assignments i n Jesus No  Equal. 

Session 6 
You will share your insights from your assignments an d repor t on your 
support-raising efforts . You will discuss updates on your trip as well as 
any other issues that you have prio r to going on your trip . 

Homework: Complet e any incomplete assignments . Pac k your bags and 
let's get ready to go! 
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Week 1 

7 Leadership  Qualities  of  Jesus 
1. Mature  in  intimacy  with  Jesus  through  quiet  time , 

journaling, and  Scripture  memory. 

2. Trust  God  for  financial  needs. 
3. Lov e others with Christ-like compassion . 
4. Lea d as a  servant . 
5. Strengthe n persona l relationship s an d small-group leadershi p 

skills. 
6. Communicat e th e gospel effectively . 
7. Creat e visio n for lif e and ministry . 

The Purpose of a Leading Edge Trip 
To equip studen t leader s fo r a  missions experienc e tha t results i n 

leadership a t home, church , and school . 
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HEADING Edge 

Week 1  Focus 

1st Leadership Quality of  Jesus: 
Mature in  intimacy with  Jesus 

Maturing i n intimacy with Jesus takes time, diligence, and commitment . 
Take time as a group to walk through the first chapter o f Jesus No  Equal. 
As you do you will notice that this book is not written to teach you 
something new about Jesus (although i t may), but rather to help you to 
focus on Him. Take time over the next six weeks to grow closer to Jesus 
as you reflect on His life and ministry . 

2nd Leadership  Quality of  Jesus: 
Trust God for  financial needs 

This section o f your Leading Edge  Trip  Climber's Guide  i s designed t o 
assist you in developing your very own Praye r and Financia l Suppor t 
Team. I t is important for you to realize that in keeping with God's design , 
your trip involves mor e peopl e than you and those to whom you are 
going to minister . I t also involves friends, families, churches, and entire 
communities. Often , individuals within those groups canno t activel y 
participate i n carrying the gospel to another country an d culture, bu t 
through their prayer s and financial suppor t and your willingness t o go, 
they can play a key role in seeing the Great Commission fulfilled throug h 
you! 

"Discovering You r Partners " (beginnin g on page 22) will give yo u 
guidelines to discover those individual s who believe i n you and what the 
Lord has called you to do to the extent tha t they are willing to invest thei r 
time, money , and prayers i n your trip . 

"Tool Time" (beginning on page 31) will help you get a handle on the 
administrative aspect s o f developing and maintaining you r suppor t team . 
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Preparation 
As with anything Go d does through us , preparation i s involved. We wan t 
your trip to be the bes t trip ever , not only for you but also for thos e t o 
whom you wil l minister . The followin g page s contain variou s assignment s 
that you wil l work through i n order to mak e sure your "basi c training" i s 
complete. 

The key to a great trip i s preparation . The following page s tend to focu s 
on the menta l and spiritua l aspects o f training, bu t do no t overlook th e 
physical. On your tri p you wil l probably wal k man y mile s and do som e 
hard work. S o i t is a good idea t o get i n shape now . D o not wait unti l you 
get on the trip to break i n those ne w shoes . You migh t want to walk wit h 
your backpack . I t will hel p you to get in shape, and i t will help you discar d 
some items . 
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LEADING Edge 

Discovering Your  Partners 
The One who  calls  you is  faithful, 

and He  will  do  it ( 1 Thessalonians 5:24) . 

God's work,  done  in  God's way,  will  never lack  for 
God's supply.  (Hudso n Taylor ) 

Commitment 
It is important to know that this experience i s something the Lord wants 
for you, and, because i t is His idea, He will bring i t to pass. Your effor t 
will be worth it . He will bless your efforts . 

Excitement and  enthusiasm motivate,  but  commitment  follows  through. 

Take a few moments now to offer a prayer o f commitment to the Lord . 
You migh t pray something lik e this : 

"Lord Jesus, I  want to  thank You  so much for  dying on  the cross  and 
making salvation  available  to  everyone. Thank  You  for putting this 
mission trip  on my heart.  I  know You  love the  people where  w e are 
going, and  it  is my desire that  You  might use  me to  see people come  to 
know You  and to  encourage believers.  Lord,  I  know in  the days ahead 
difficult moments  will  arise. Help  me  remain committed  to  You  and to  this 
trip. Strengthen  me,  encourage  me,  and use  me  to  encourage others.  In 
Jesus' Name,  Amen." 

Prayer 
You will notice that this chapter i s not entitled "Getting You r Partners. " 
Rather i t is called "Discovering You r Partners. " This i s God's work, an d 
He already ha s the people H e wants to pray for you and to support yo u 
on your trip. Your role is to discover those individual s and provide the m 
with the opportunity t o respond. I n effect, you are Hi s instrument fo r 
accomplishing Hi s purpose, no t only in your life and the lives of those 
you will touch on this trip, but also in the lives of friends and family righ t 
where you live. Pray to discover the partners Go d has for you. 

Partners can come from a variety of places. They ma y b e friends o r 
teachers. They ma y b e people you know or people you have no t met yet . 
They ma y be your parents , your parents ' busines s associates , o r friends . 
They can be members of your church or your next-doo r neighbors . N o 
matter where they come from, partners are the backbone o f your 
personal support team. They are the people the Lord will use to send you 
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on the trip. While you are serving God, they will ·wage the war" that 
makes your going effective. Since these individuals are so significant to 
the success of your mission, begin to pray for them now even though you 
don't know yet who they are. This will help you fn acquiring God

1

s heart 
and perspective toward your partners. 

A Prayer for Partners 
"Lord, right now, I acknowledge You as my first and most Important 
partner. Thank You for your faithfulness to me. I know that You know 
who my partners will be, and I want to thank You for each one of them. I 

thank You that You will make a way for me to find them and to share my 
vision with them for participating in this trip. Lord, soften their hearts 
toward me. Help me communicate well with them, and help them 
understand that they will be involved in sharing Your love with people. 
Help them hear Your voice on how to be involved in this trip. Bless each 
one of them in Jesus' name, Amen." 

You might compose a similar prayer guide for your partners to use In 
praying on your behalf concerning the trip. On the back of such a guide 
you might add specific items for which they can pray. 

Plan 
Write your plan to discover your partners. It might include: 

1. Specific goals: To reach_ number of potential partners by calling
five per day. We suggest 50 prayer and support partners.

2. My motive: Write a sentence or two explaining why people would
want to support you and your mission trip.

3. My message: What are some of the ways you might describe your
trip to your pastor, youth pastor, or church leaders?

4. My costs: What costs will you incur as you contact these individuals?
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Potential Pitfalls 
Look at some pitfall s o f poor thinking when i t comes to financing a  short -
term mission trip . 

Pitfall One:  The  Beggar Bugaboo 
Somehow suppor t raising can seem like a sure way to turn of f all of your 
friends, offend your family , and ruin your reputation . Sometime s you ma y 
think that people perceive you as the teenage beggar ! Don' t believe it . 
Support raising is not rattling a tin cup for spiritual welfare. I t is providin g 
others with an opportunity t o join you in what God is doing. You're askin g 
others to join you in a team effor t by adding their financia l and praye r 
strength along with your willingness t o go to make an impact fo r the Lor d 
Jesus Christ . I f you do i t well, you will honor your friends and family b y 
allowing them to be a part of fulfilling the Great Commission. I n most 
people's experience , few friendships are paralyzed by a  request fo r 
funds. Mos t friends draw closer . I t all depends on your perspective . 

Pitfall Two:  Rich  Uncle  Syndrome 
This syndrome strikes when a  person thinks that one individual o r 
organization wil l underwrit e hi s o r he r trip . Althoug h thi s ma y b e possibl e 
for a select few (even then we don' t encourage it) , it can be a dangerous 
approach to God's work. Eve n i f your parent s or someone else will cover 
your expenses, any short-term missionar y who wishes to execute a 
mission with integrit y needs to go to God for His strategy. The idea l 
would be to get as many people as possible involve d in your vision . 
Involved people provid e you not only with finances bu t also with praye r 
cover. I f you want a great support-raising experience , buil d up a loyal 
team of friends to rally around , pray , and work fo r you during your 
support-raising process . Involv e them in everything from mailin g letter s to 
fundraising—and they can provide a  shoulder t o cry on when the goin g 
gets tough. 
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Pitfall Three:  Ignoring  the  Supernatural 
Where Go d guides , H e provides ! The emphasi s i s on "God." Neve r giv e 
up no matte r ho w impossibl e the situation seems financially . Trus t God . I f 
He has prompte d you to go, H e wil l provide. You know i t already, bu t ge t 
it fresh i n your min d that God i s the Provide r an d H e has the resources . 
Your responsibilit y i s not to get mone y fro m people , bu t to get wisdo m 
and strength from God and depend on Him . Raising your suppor t 
prepares you for the trip where yo u wil l depend upo n God daily . Ever y 
effective leade r i s so no t because h e was sent out by a  grea t 
organization, bu t because h e was sent out by an AWESOME GOD . 

Trust Go d for your financia l needs ! 

Guidelines for  Communicating 
Communicate You r Vision. Effectiv e communication doe s no t just 
happen. I t takes planning . Th e mor e plannin g yo u pu t int o your 
presentation th e mor e effectiv e you will b e at communicating th e 
vision God has given you. Mak e sure you understand th e contents o f 
this noteboo k an d what yo u wil l do on your trip . Outline what yo u 
think are the ke y points you want to communicate. Includ e i n tha t 
outline informatio n o n what the trip mean s to you personally , an d 
what you will do prio r to and during your Leadin g Edg e Trip . 

Communicate Integrity . Eve n mor e importan t than you r ability t o 
communicate you r vision i s your abilit y to communicate tha t visio n 
with honest y an d integrity . I f you do no t know th e answer to a 
question, then simply say , " I do no t know." Or , better yet , say , " I wil l 
find out and get back t o you. " 

Build U p the Loca l Church. You do no t want peopl e t o give to you i f 
it means they do not give to their church . I f you come acros s 
someone who wants to give you what the y giv e fo r thei r church tithe , 
then graciously as k them no t to give to your trip . 

Start Early . Discovering thos e whom th e Lor d wants t o b e involve d 
with you i n your tri p wil l require sharing the vision wit h man y people . 
You want to give as man y peopl e a s possible th e opportunity t o b e 
involved. Onc e you hav e a  solid lis t of potentia l supporter s i n your 
database, ge t your letter s ou t and begin to cal l them . 
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LEADING Edge 
Communicating in  Writing 

Letters communicate wel l to potentia l partners . They are easy to do, 
inexpensive, and a great way to communicate o n a personal level . Star t 
sending ou t letters as soon as possible. Se t your lette r up on a computer . 

Follow these basi c tips in writing your letter : 

Be yourself . 

Keep your message brief . 

Check your grammar an d spelling . 

Ask someone to proofread the lette r for content as well as for 
punctuation and spelling . 

Sign the lette r in a different color ink than used to prin t the letter . 
Personalize th e lette r wit h a  brie f not e a t th e end . 

Take a look at the sample lette r on the next page. Check ou t these basi c 
elements o f a good letter : 

Personalize the letter . Use each prospective partner' s name . 
Greet the person enthusiastically . 
Declare your desire to go. 
Describe what you think the trip will be like for you . 
Indicate that you see him as someone who shares this vision . 
Tell him what i t will cost for you to go. Emphasize tha t the total 
amount covers a number o f items . 

Ask hi m t o pra y abou t joinin g you r team . 

Tell him you've enclosed a  Response For m (see Tool 3 , page 3 ) 
to return to you. 

Give him a number to reach you . 
Thank hi m for considering sharin g in your vision . 
Close the letter . 
Write a personal not e on the letter . 
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Sample Letter 

Dear Mr . and Mrs . Moore , 

God has provided m e with the opportunity t o grow a s a  leader durin g 
a missions experienc e alon g with othe r teenagers . I  believe God want s 
me to be a par t o f such a  team . 

As a membe r o f this team, I  will grow i n seven o f Jesus' leadershi p 
qualities. I  hope to : 

1. Matur e i n intimacy wit h Jesus through quie t time, journaling, an d 
Scripture memory . 

2. Trus t Go d for financia l needs . 
3. Lov e others with Christ-like compassion . 
4. Lea d as a  servant . 
5. Strengthe n persona l relationship s an d smal l group leadershi p skills . 
6. Communicat e th e gospel effectively . 
7. Creat e visio n fo r lif e and ministry . 

My prayer i s that I  will be able to learn and apply these qualitie s s o that I 
can become mor e lik e Jesus an d be a spiritual influenc e a t home, a t 
church, and i n my school . 

I also know th e world i s on God' s heart , and this summer H e wil l 
place i t on mine . I  know i t might no t be convenient fo r you to go on a 
missions tri p this summer, o r you probably would ; bu t I  am willing, ready , 
and able to go ! 

The tota l cos t of my trip i s $ .  Would yo u please pra y and ask th e 
Lord to show yo u i f He would hav e you becom e one o f my tea m 
members an d mak e thi s vision a reality . I  need praye r cove r as well a s 
financial support . 

I have enclosed a  Response Form . Pleas e retur n the Respons e 
Form to me i n the enclosed envelope . Check s should b e made payabl e 
to (name o f your church) . You r gif t is tax deductible . 

If you have any questions, pleas e fee l free to call me a t (include you r 
phone number) , and I  will do my bes t to answer them . 

Thank yo u for considering joining m y team as I  discover ho w to mak e 
a difference i n this world for Jesus Christ . 

God Bles s You , 
Ima Missionar y 

(Add persona l not e here ) 
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Communicating in  Person 
Ask God to enable you to share Hi s vision through you. Expres s 
confidence about what you're doing . You are "making disciples of al l 
nations." So sit up and speak u p (especially when talking to the elderly) . 
And, oh yeah, dress appropriately . 

Consider using  some of these  ideas when  you  have  a  face-to-
face meeting. 
1. Gree t your partne r warmly an d make eye contact . 

2. Engag e in casual conversation. Ask abou t family, friends, interests , 
or hobbies. Express genuine interest . 

3. Spea k clearl y and personally. B e a good listene r too . 

4. Tel l why you have come . 

Offer a copy o f your lette r and show this person your Leading 
Edge Trip  Climber's Guide. 

Tell why you believe God has led you to go on this trip . 

5. Answe r an y questions the best you can. 

6. Infor m him of how much your trip will cost and explain that you are 
seeking to discover those people whom the Lor d wants to use to 
support you in prayer and with finances i n order to make your tri p 
possible. 

7. Sho w him a  Response For m (see Tool 3 on page 3) . Explai n tha t 
you are looking for 50 individuals who will pray dail y fo r you from 
now unti l the time you return from your trip. (Provide a  Prayer Guid e 
and explain ho w they can use it. ) Also le t him know tha t you need to 
discover 50 financial supporters . (Gift s are tax deductible when pai d 
with checks mad e payable to your loca l church. ) 

8. Sugges t an amount he could give and how that amount would impac t 
your trip. 

9. Giv e the option of filling out the Response For m right then or taking 
it home, praying over it , and mailing i t back. Emphasize tha t you 
would like to have al l your suppor t raised as early as possible. Give a 
deadline date . 

10. Suggest that you will be glad to call back and confirm their response . 
Confirm name, address, phone number , and email address . 
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11. Whether or no t a person commit s righ t then, as k i f you ca n pray wit h 
him or he r before you go . Kee p your praye r brief . Ask Go d to spea k 
clearly abou t the role h e may pla y i n your trip . 

12. Thank hi m again for the time and be on your way . 

After you receive the Respons e Form , sen d a  postcard expressing you r 
thanks fo r hi s willingness t o be a par t of your team. Tel l how yo u 
appreciate th e time and investmen t i n you and i n the peopl e o f the 
country where you are going . 

Remember t o tel l him to send the mone y to YOU bu t to make the check s 
payable to your church . 

Communicating by  Phone 
Note: Obviously , do not mak e long-distanc e phon e call s without you r 
parent's o r guardian's permission . 

Remember yo u are a person with a  mission. B e friendly , yet get to th e 
point quickly . 

Suggested Phone Call  Outline  for  an  Initial  Contact: 
"Hello, Mr./Mrs . .  This i s (identif y you r relationship : 
from church, son o r daughter o f a friend, your parents ' child , etc.) . I' m 
calling to tel l you that I' m traveling to thi s summer wit h m y 
church. Mr./Mrs . ,  I'm looking fo r peopl e who shar e m y interes t 
in becoming a  leader i n order to reach the world for Christ . Would yo u 
consider makin g a  one-time gif t or pledge to help m e with the cost? " 

(If the answer i s "yes," thank hi m and confirm the mailing address. Pu t 
the Respons e For m i n the mai l immediately . I f the answer i s "no," than k 
him or he r for thei r time . No matte r what the answer is , be gracious. ) 

Remember t o tel l him to send the money to YOU bu t to make the check s 
payable to your church . 

Suggested Phone Call  Outline  To  Follow Up  a  Letter: 
"Hello, Mr./Mrs . .  This i s .  How are you tonight? I' m 
calling to see i f you receive d m y letter abou t m y going o n a mission tri p 
this summer. D o you hav e any questions abou t m y trip? Hav e you had a 
chance to pray abou t bein g a par t of my team? " 

If that person ha s decided t o join your team, say thanks . I f he or she ha s 
decided no t to join your team, express thank s for the consideration . 
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LEADING EDGE 
Remember t o tell him to send the Respons e For m and money bac k to 
YOU bu t to make the check payable to your church . 

Do not forget to record al l your calls in your Journal o f Partners (see Too l 
4 on page 4) . 

Checklist for 
Your Support  Team  Development 

have talked to my parent(s) and have their support . 

have the support o f my youth pasto r and/o r pastor . 

have made a database o f my potentia l partner s on a computer . 

have made initia l contact with each of my potentia l partners , either i n 
person, by phone, or letter . 
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Tool Time 
This section o f your noteboo k i s designed to provide you with a  few tool s 
to help you to organize your praye r an d financial support . I f you want t o 
put these form s o n a computer, fee l free to do so . 

These sheets wil l help you keep track o f your praye r and financia l 
partners. Yo u can not e your contac t with each one as wel l as keep tab s 
of where each i s in the process o f becoming a  partner. You wil l want t o 
send a thank yo u postcard to your supporters upo n receivin g th e 
Response For m as well as after your trip . This shee t provides you with a 
specific plac e to keep each partner' s address . You wil l nee d to mak e 
additional copie s o f these sheets (se e Tool 4 on page 4) . 

Financial Accounting  Ledger 
This ledge r wil l enable you to maintai n accurat e record s concernin g you r 
financial partner s and ho w muc h each partner contribute s to your trip . 
Each entry shoul d reflec t a  single contributio n (no t a  contributor) a s 
some contributor s wil l mak e mor e than one contributio n (se e Too l 5 
on page 11) . 

There ar e several copies o f the Respons e For m i n Tool 3 (page 3) . 
Please mak e mor e copies o f this as needed, or , even better , creat e you r 
own personalized respons e for m to send out to your potentia l partners . I f 
you use the enclosed forms , you wil l want to write i n your nam e an d 
make sure you provid e your prospectiv e partner s wit h eithe r a  self -
addressed envelope o r with your nam e an d address i n order for them t o 
get the Respons e For m back t o you . 

Journal of  Partners 

Response Form 
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7 Leadership  Qualities  of  Jesus 
1. Matur e in intimacy with Jesus through quiet time, journaling, and 

Scripture memory . 
2. Trus t God for financial needs . 

3. Love  others with  Christ-like  compassion. 
4. Lea d as a servant. 

5. Strengthe n persona l relationships and small group leadershi p 

skills. 

6. Communicat e the gospel effectively . 

7. Creat e vision for life and ministry . 

The Purpose of a Leading Edge Trip 
To equip student leaders for a missions experience tha t results in 

leadership a t home, church, and school . 
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Week 2 Focus 
3rd Leadership  Quality of  Jesus: 

Love others with  Christ-like  compassion 
Loving others i s one o f the hardes t things t o learn as a  leader . I n this 
preparation sessio n you wil l discover tha t the greates t thing i s love. Tak e 
time to learn how to love others a s Christ loves you . 

During your lunc h period , you see tha t one o f your friends look s reall y 
sad. When you ask i f there i s anything you can do to help , he pours ou t 
the story o f his parents ' recen t divorce . What ca n you do to express lov e 
to your friend? Writ e you r respons e below : 

Ministry i s most effectiv e i n meaningful relationship s bu t building a 
relationship i s like having to pass you r driving tes t before getting you r 
license. You'v e go t to know th e driver's manua l an d practice to pass th e 
test. Just as the driver' s manua l an d practice ar e basi c i n learning ho w t o 
drive, love and action are basic i n a relationship . 

One of the exciting signs that two people ar e i n love i s when they hol d 
hands. To love others we nee d to learn how to "hold God's hand " and t o 
"hold each other's hands. " 

1 Corinthian s 1 3 defines tha t kind o f love. Lis t the highlight s from tha t 
chapter below : 

Before we discuss what love is , let's find out what lov e Is  not. 

The Greatest Thing 
Loving People 
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Love Is Not 
1 Corinthians addresses the issue of the church splittin g up into group s 
and following differen t leaders, each competing with the other . 

Look at 1  Corinthians 13:1-3 . Pau l says, "I don't care i f you're th e 
greatest, mos t spectacular perso n in the world, i f you don' t have love , 
you don't have anything." What he migh t say today is : 

I don't care i f you're the greatest debater a t your schoo l 
(speaking in tongues of men and of angels) . 
I don't care i f you have the ability to tell everyone i n your clas s 
what they're going to make on their SA T scores (propheti c 
powers). 
I don't care i f you're the valedictorian (understan d al l mysterie s 
and all knowledge) . 
I don't care i f you're the most spiritual perso n i n your youth grou p 
(have faith to move mountains) . 
I don't even care i f you become a  martyr (give up all that you 
have and deliver your body to be burned) . 

Without love , you can do nothing . 

We can compete to see who i s going to be the 
best, but that does no t matter to God. Instea d 
of competition, Go d wants to develop lovin g 
relationships throug h compassion . 

Competition Clashes  with 
Compassion 
Competition mean s rivalry-two o r more people agains t each other . They 
clash; then they compare . 
Not al l competition i s bad. Healthy competition pushe s u s to be our best . 
But self-centered competitio n causes u s to want to be first, to get the 
most attention, to be the most popular-no matte r what the cost-n o 
matter who we have to hurt to get there . 

Competition Can  Hamper  Relationships 
Why does competition hampe r relationships? Becaus e we concentrat e 

on being "one up " on the other person instead of loving that person . 

According to 1  Corinthians 13:1-3 , there are three result s of operatin g 
from an attitude of competition. What are they? 
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1.. 

2. 

3. 

Let's loo k a t 1  Corinthians 1 3 to see what an attitude o f competitio n 
does to squelch compassion . 

Competition  Creates  Jealousy  (v . 4 ) 
The definition o f jealousy: dee p feeling s o f dislike toward anyone wh o 
has something yo u wish you could have. I t is an attitude o f 
possessiveness-such a s wanting somebod y else' s date . Jealous y 
squelches compassion becaus e i t supposes tha t God has treated u s 
unfairly. When we ac t out ou r jealousy, i t hurts others . 

Are you jealous? Tr y this test . On a  scale of 1  t o 1 0 (10 i s most jealous) , 
write ho w you feel when your bes t friend : 

Gets bette r grade s 
Is more popula r 
Is better lookin g 
Has a better jo b 
Has bette r parent s 
Has nice r thing s 

God has a  solution fo r jealousy. Loo k u p Proverb s 17:1 4 and Jame s 
3:16. Write how Go d wants you to handle jealousy : 

Competition Creates  Boastfulness  (v . 4 ) 
The definition o f boastfulness : bein g anxious t o impress others (fo r 
example, spendin g mone y yo u don' t hav e so you can loo k good) . 
Boasting squelche s compassio n becaus e i t causes u s to exaggerate s o 
that we are no t telling the truth. I t places the focus on u s so that i t takes 
the glory awa y from God . 

Are you boastful? Tr y anothe r test . Rat e yourself on a  scale of 1  t o 1 0 
(10 is most boastful) : 

Do you try to impress peopl e when you mee t them for the firs t 
time? 
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Do you feel insecure aroun d importan t people ? 
Do you exaggerate ? 
Do you crave the applause of others? 

How can you handle the problem o f boasting? Loo k u p Galatians 6:1 4 
to find God's solution and write i t below. 

Competition Creates  Arrogance (v . 5) 
The definition of arrogance: being bloated with self-conceit an d pride . 
The picture of arrogance i s a balloon that someone ha s blown up unti l it' s 
about to burst. Arrogance squelche s compassio n becaus e i t keeps 
others a t a distance-we don' t want them to burst our balloon . I t makes u s 
big and God small . 

Are you arrogant? Tak e this simple test . Rate yoursel f o n a scale of 1  to 
10 (10 is most arrogant) : 

Do you see yourself as superior ? 
Do you wear a  mask? 
Are you prideful ? 
Do you keep your distance in relationships ? 

Look up 1 Peter 5:5-6. What i s God's solution fo r arrogance? Writ e i t 
below. 

Competition Creates  Rudeness (v. 5) 
The definition o f rudeness: acting in an inconsiderate, unthoughtful , an d 
disrespectful way that causes you to seem obnoxious. Fo r instance, i t is 
rude to tell your girlfriend' s mothe r he r cooking tastes like dog food . 
Rudeness squelches compassion becaus e i t causes us to lose sight of 
our standard o f respect . 

Are you rude? Try another test . (Don't be rude and no t take the test!) O n 
a scale of 1  to 1 0 (10 is most rude), how often do you: 

Interrupt others ? 
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Talk whil e others ar e talking ? 
Make fun o f others ? 
Act obnoxious t o get attention ? 
Look the other way when someone i s talking ? 
Honk at another driver ? 
Neglect to say thank you ? 

Look u p Romans 12:1 0 to discover ho w Go d wants you to handl e 
rudeness. Write Hi s solution here : 

Competition Creates  Selfishness (v . 5 ) 
The definition o f selfishness: seeking your desires a t the expense o f Go d 
and others. Selfishnes s squelche s compassio n becaus e i t causes you t o 
watch ou t for number one . I t causes yo u to fal l into the tra p o f "I'm right , 
and you're wrong. " 

Are you selfish? Time to take anothe r test ! (Thi s i s worse than fina l 
exams!) O n a  scale o f 1  t o 1 0 (10 i s most selfish) , how ofte n do you insis t 
on your own way when someon e i n your family : 

Wants to watch a  different TV show ? 
Asks you to get of f the phone ? 
Wants to borrow somethin g valuable ? 
Needs hel p and you have other plans ? 

Look a t Philippians 2:3-4 and recor d God' s way o f overcomin g 
selfishness: 

Competition Creates  Irritation (v . 5) 
The definition o f irritation: becomin g frustrate d with people . Fo r instance , 
when you get mad and beat up your littl e brother , you are irritated . 
Irritation squelches compassio n becaus e i t causes us to live on the edg e 
of being upset . I t causes us to get angry . 

Are you irritable? Let' s take anothe r craz y test . On a  scale of 1  t o 10(1 0 
is most irritable) , how often : 

Do you ge t angry when thing s don' t go your way ? 
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Do you have a "short fuse"? 
Do you let little things get to you? 
Do you get frustrated with your family ? 

Ephesians 4:26 tells us how to overcome irritation . Write God s solution 
below. 

Competition Creates  Resentment  (v . 5) 
The definition o f resentment: storing a memory o f any wrong done to you 
(for example, no t speaking to someone who didn' t invite you to her 
party). Picture a  score sheet recording every time someone doe s 
something fo r you on one side and against you on the other side. When 
people do things agains t us, rather than for us , we can build up 
resentment. Resentmen t squelche s compassion becaus e i t causes u s to 
hold a grudge and become bitter . 

Are you resentful? On e a scale of 1  to 1 0 (10 is most resentful), ho w 
often: 

Do you feel like people have hur t you? 
Do yo u brin g u p pas t hurts ? 

Look u p Romans 12:19-2 1 and record God' s solution to resentmen t 
below. 

Competition Creates  Rejoicing in Wrong  (v . 6) 
The definition o f rejoicing i n wrong: to enjoy hearing about the problem s 
of others. Fo r example, participating i n the lates t gossip abou t who brok e 
up with whom i s rejoicing i n wrong. 
Are you "rejoicing i n wrong"? Tr y this last test. (Whew!) O n a scale o f 1  to 
10 (10 is rejoicing mos t i n wrong), do you: 

Enjoy the juicy stories o f the lates t breakup ? 
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Have negative thoughts abou t people ? 
Make ugly comments about others ? 
Find fault with others ? 

Look u p Ephesians 4:29 to discover God s solution to the problem o f 
rejoicing in wrong. What is it? 

Because competition i s so much a part of our world, everyone i s affected 
by it. Yet we need to get rid of our attitudes o f competition (wha t love is 
not) in order to replace them with attitudes o f compassion (what love is) . 
Here are some things to include as you pray for this : 

Reveal to me how competitive I  am. 
Work the competitive attitude out of me using any means You have 
to use. 
Replace m y competitiveness with compassion . 

Love Is 
Read 1  Corinthians 1 3 again. What i s this radical, powerful , 
supernatural lov e of God like , and how does i t affect our relationships ? 

Love Is Patient (v . 4) 
The definition of patience: to have the power no t to panic, retaliate, or 

blame others unde r difficul t circumstances. Without patience , you 
become short-tempered an d frustrated. Fo r example, when your parent s 
do something you don' t like , you migh t kick the bed and pout . 

Look at 1 Peter 2:21-23 to see how Jesus expressed patience . Write i t 
below. 

Write one example o f when you've bee n patient . 
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Love Is Kind (v. 4) 
The definition o f kindness: to act considerately towar d other s even when 
they are not acting that way toward you. Kindness goes farther tha n 
patience. When a person has patience , he hangs in there. Bu t when h e 
has kindness he becomes aggressive i n giving and serving no matte r 
how the other person responds . Fo r example, when your friend spills a 
drink on you, you get up and buy him another drink . Without kindness , 
you disregard the feelings o f others, becoming mean , negative , an d 
critical. 

Read Luke 6:35-36. Ho w did Jesus practic e kindness ? 

Write one example o f a time when you were kind . 

Love Rejoices in the  Right/Truth  (v . 6) 
The definition o f rejoicing i n the truth: to experience the joy that comes 
when your life , purpose, desires , and motives are in line with God's truth . 
When a person is loving, he is not mushy or gooey; he is tough. H e wil l 
not go against God's truth . He will not accept sin. Fo r example, whe n 
your best friend starts messin g around with sex, you're willing to lay your 
friendship on the line by confronting him with it . 
From John 8:32 and 42-45, determine how God wants you to rejoice i n 
the right : 

When hav e you rejoiced i n the right ? 
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Love Bears All Things  (v . 7 ) 
The definition o f bearing al l things: the abilit y to hang i n there i n toug h 
circumstances. Ou r lov e covers wha t i s irritating i n another. Tha t mean s 
we don't focus o n the faults or mistake s o f another . And i t also mean s 
handling injury , insult , and disappointment t o ourselves. Fo r example , 
when your littl e sister act s obnoxious (whic h could have started on th e 
day she was born) , you look beyon d i t and love her . 
Study Matthe w 26:36-4 6 to see ho w Jesus exhibited this persistent lov e 
toward Hi s disciples . 

When ha s your lov e born e al l things ? 

Love Believes All Things  (v . 7) 
The definition o f believing: to hav e continua l confidence i n the othe r 
person even when tha t person ha s le t you down. Yo u see the bes t i n 
people an d give them th e benefi t o f the doubt . You believ e Go d wil l wor k 
out the situatio n eve n when the other perso n ha s don e yo u wrong. Fo r 
example, whe n your friend has lied to you several times , you don' t 
believe the lie , but you don' t give up on him . Without a  believin g love , w e 
are suspicious an d accuse others , pointin g out thei r faults and judging 
them. We hav e a  cynical attitud e that writes peopl e off . 

Look a t Matthew 26:3 4 and John 21:15-19 t o see how Jesus believe d 
all things i n His relationship wit h Peter . Describe i t below . 

Write one specifi c exampl e o f when you hav e ha d to "believe al l things " 
about someone else . 
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Love Hopes All  Things  (v. 7) 
The definition o f hoping: to optimistically expec t that another person' s 
potential will become a reality . You refuse to accept failure as the fina l 
word. You are willing to give a person another chance . Fo r example, i f 
your parents are struggling with their relationship, you can pray for them 
and continue to "hope al l things." Without hope , you experienc e 
pessimism, despair , and depression. Yo u lose hope in God's abilit y to 
deal with your situation . 

In 1 Peter 1:3, Jesus shows the ultimate i n hope. What i s it and ho w 
does i t work? 

When hav e you had to "hope al l things"? 

Love Endures All Things  (v. 7) 
The definition of endurance: to hold up under difficul t circumstances s o 
you can turn difficult circumstances int o positive experiences. A  perso n 
who love s bear s u p unde r th e hardshi p o f persecution , mistreatment , 
suffering, and even death . He or she has guts and refuses to be 
overwhelmed. H e or she is aggressively conquerin g an d overcoming. Fo r 
example, i f your dad and mo m get divorced o r die, you refus e to give up , 
but instead keep on trusting Go d and loving the people aroun d you . 
Without endurance , we become bitte r and try to escape . 

Look at Hebrews 12: 2 to see the ultimate exampl e o f enduring al l 
things. Wha t i s it? 

When hav e you had to "endure al l things"? 
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Love Never Ends  (v . 8 ) 
The definition o f unending love : to continue t o care abou t another perso n 
over the long haul . Lov e has an eterna l quality . A  person who love s 
continues to be committed t o the end. Lov e that never end s has thre e 
absolutes: I t is permanent (v . 8), complete (v . 12) , and suprem e (v . 13) . 
Without unendin g love , we give up , become wishy-washy , an d don' t 
follow through o n our commitments . 

Look a t John 15:9 . What does i t tell us about ho w lov e neve r ends ? 

Write down one specifi c exampl e o f a relationship tha t you want to las t 
forever. 

Making It  Personal 
Now for the bi g question: Ho w can you practic e God' s lov e toward othe r 
people? Yo u ma y loo k a t all of these qualities an d realiz e you don' t liv e 
up to many o f them. Bu t that's no t the issue . Jesus i s the issue . Becaus e 
Jesus live s i n you, you hav e ALL these qualitie s already . 

Read 1  Corinthians 1 3 using the word "Jesus" every plac e the wor d 
"love" appears. Becaus e you have Jesus , you hav e al l the love you need . 
Ask Hi m righ t now t o begin expressing Hi s love through you . 

Now go back t o "Love I s Not " on page 34 . Add the numbers yo u gav e 
when you rated yourself fo r each category . The n pu t your score fo r eac h 
category i n the equation below an d divide to come u p with your average . 

Total Average 
Jealousy ÷ 6  = 
Boasting ÷ 4  = 

÷ 4  = Arrogance 
Rudeness 
Selfishness 
Irritation 
Resentment 

÷ 8  = 
÷ 4  = 

+ 4 = 
÷ 2  = 
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Rejoicing i n wrong ÷  4  = 

Which one has the highest average? 

Most likely, that is the area Go d wants to change. Spend 30 minute s 
studying this characteristic i n the Bible by looking i t up in a concordance 
or topical Bible . Record your discoveries here . I t is God's love expressin g 
itself in you that will change this area of your life . 

What i s the firs t step God wants you to take in developing lov e in this 
area? 

Go back to "Love Is " on page 39 . 
Determine the characteristic you feel is 
your biggest strength. What i s it? 

It is God's lov e 
expressing itsel f 

in you that wil l 
change this are a 

of your life . 

Spend a few minutes thanking Go d for it . Write down two specific ways 
that you can express that characteristic o f love this week . 

Complete this session b y memorizing 1  Corinthians 12:4-8a . 

Assignment for the  Coming Week 
Focus your love on one person during your lunc h period this week . 
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Week 3 

7 Leadership  Qualities  of  Jesus 
1. Matur e i n intimacy wit h Jesus throug h quie t time, journaling, an d 

Scripture memory . 

2. Trus t God for financia l needs . 

3. Lov e others with Christ-lik e compassion . 

4. Lead  as a servant. 
5. Strengthe n persona l relationship s an d smal l group leadershi p 

skills. 

6. Communicat e th e gospel effectively . 

7. Creat e visio n for lif e and ministry . 

The Purpose of a  Leading  Edge Trip 
To equip studen t leader s fo r a  missions experienc e tha t results i n 

leadership a t home, church , and school . 

Week 4  |  45 



LEADING Edge 

Week 3 Focus 

4th Leadershi p Quality  of  Jesus: 
Lead as a servant 

Jesus never forced Himsel f or Hi s leadership on anyone, instead He 
served others. As you look a t Jesus' lif e you will see that He led as a 
servant. As you study the lesson With  a Towel,  think o f ways you-ca n 
lead as a servant . 

With a  Towel 
Serving Unselfishly 
You are eating lunch with your friends an d the school nerd worms hi s 
way next to you. As soon as he sits down, he starts eating off your tray 
and making stupid wisecracks. Everyon e i s embarrassed-including you . 

Do you know someone lik e this? 

How d o yo u kee p you r coo l i n a  situatio n lik e this ? 

Your natura l response i s probably to call this guy a jerk. Instead , Jesu s 
offered a better way: Serve him. The symbol o f service i s a towel. Towel s 
dry us. And it' s no problem to throw a towel on the floor to wipe our fee t 
on. But what about using i t to wipe the feet of others? That' s what Jesus 
did. 

John 13:1-17 gives us the prime example o f serving others. Write you r 
response to what Jesus did by answering this question: What i s Jesus 
trying to communicate to us about serving ? 
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To ministe r t o others we nee d to learn how to serve them. Mos t of us do 
not naturally serv e others. We loo k out fo r 
number one . So how do we change? Pul l ou t 
the towel ! To develop a  servant's lifestyl e w e 
need to take four steps to exchange selfis h 
attitudes fo r attitudes o f service . 

Serving i s givin g 
yourself t o hel p 

others. 

From Selfishness  to  Servanthood 
Luke 22:24 parallel s the passag e fro m John 13:1-17 . I n this scene th e 
disciples ar e eating thei r las t mea l together . They are arguing abou t wh o 
is going to be the greatest . 

Study Luk e 22:20-24 an d not e some o f thei r attitudes . 

The botto m lin e i s that they were actin g selfishly . Ho w selfis h we are too ! 
We've grow n u p in the M E generation . 
We're traine d to look ou t for numbe r one . 
Our heroes are peopl e who exce l a t selfishness . 

How can we brea k ou t of this cycle o f selfishness (Joh n 13:1-4) ? Joh n 
tells us what motivate d Jesus ' servan t attitude . These same attitude s wil l 
break ou r selfishnes s an d make u s servants . 

A Right Relationship to  God 
What ca n you discover from verse 1  about 
Jesus' relationshi p t o God ? 

We wil l break ou t o f 
selfishness int o 
servanthood .  . . 

when we are i n close 
communication wit h 

God. 

Jesus was i n such close communication wit h Hi s Fathe r that H e kne w 
what Hi s Fathe r was doing an d how to respond t o Him . 
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A Right Relationship to  People 

"He now showed them the full extent o f His love" (v. 1) . In your mind , 
how does love relate to serving others ? 

What Jesus did in washing Hi s 
disciples' fee t illustrates the sam e 
thing that took Hi m to the cross: love . 
He showed the ful l extent of His lov e 
first by washing thei r feet ; later H e 
showed i t by dying for them. 

We will break ou t of 
selfishness int o 

servanthood .  . . when w e 
experience and express t o 

others the full extent o f 
God's love . 

A Right Relationship to  Ourselves 
What did Jesus know about Himsel f (v . 3)? 

Jesus knew who H e was. You would think that since H e knew who H e 
was, He would have pu t Himsel f on a pedestal and said, "Serve Me. " 
That's probably what I  would have done, saying something lik e this: "I've 
got it all under control. I'v e come from God and I' m going to God, so I' m 
the greatest. Pu t Me on the throne." Precisel y 
with Jesus. The greatest man who eve r 
lived came as a servant . 
Only a secure perso n can serve. Someon e 
who is not secure ha s to be served i n order 
to boost and protec t his ego . 

Mark 10:4 5 tells us Jesus' mod e of operation. Wha t was it ? 

the opposite took plac e 

We will break ou t of 
selfishness int o 
servanthood .  . . 

when we are secur e 
in ourselves . 

Jesus came no t to be served but to serve. H e wants that for us as well . 
The Bible i s full of passages that show us how to become a  servant . 

Look up the following passages and apply each one to your responsibilit y 
and opportunity to serve . 

48 |  Week 1 



 

Matthew 8: 9 

Matthew 10:14-2 5 

Matthew 16:2 4 

Matthew 24:45-5 1 

Luke 12:35-4 8 

Luke 16:1-1 3 

Luke 17:7-1 0 

From Talking  to Walking 
The roads o f Palestin e were no t paved . I n dry weather thes e dir t trail s 
were inche s deep in dust. I n the rain , they becam e liqui d slush, severa l 
inches deep o f thick mud . Peopl e wore sandals i n Jesus' day-soles hel d 
on the feet by a few leathe r straps . There was n o protection agains t th e 
dust and mu d on the roads . 

It was the custo m for the hos t to provide a  servant a t the door o f a hous e 
with a  great waterpot to wash the fee t o f the guests as they entered . 
Sandals were lef t at the door . I f a home di d no t have a  slave, then a 
guest who arrive d earl y would graciousl y was h th e feet o f those wh o 
came later . 
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The day of the Las t Supper , non e of the disciples would take on tha t 
lowly task. Al l they could think about was how great they were. The roo m 
was full of proud hearts and stinking feet. I f no one stepped forward to 
wash feet, al l the others would pay the price because in New Testamen t 
times they la y down a t the table, leaning on one elbow o n a pad on the 
floor. One person's feet were stuck i n another person' s face . It' s hard to 
ignore a face ful l of dirty, stinking feet . 

In the mids t of all the arrogant conversation, Jesus go t up and pulled of f 
his outer tunic. With a towel, a pitcher, and a pan He began to wash the 
disciples' fee t (John 13:4-5) . 

Imagine that you're one o f the disciples. Ho w do you think you would 
have responded to this whole scene ? 

Jesus offers some ways to stop talking about serving and start doing it . 
Before you look at those steps, describe the "nerd" whose name you 
wrote on page 46 . 

View that person as a specific exampl e o f someone you can serve. Usin g 
these practica l clues, you can serve that person and the other peopl e 
around you every day . 

Get Out  of  Your  Comfort  Zone 
Jesus was eating and enjoying the meal just like everyone else , bu t 
when He saw a  need, He met it. He "got up from the meal " (v. 4). He was 
willing to get out of His "comfort zone" and do what needed to be done . 

What steps do you need to take to get out of your comfor t zone an d 
serve the person you described ? 
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Lay Aside Whatever  Hampers  You 
Jesus then "took of f His outer clothing, and wrapped a  towel around Hi s 
waist" (v . 4). H e got everything ou t of the way tha t would keep Hi m fro m 
serving. H e even ri d Himsel f o f Hi s robe because i t was hamperin g Hi m 
from doing what H e needed to do. Without hesitatio n H e laid i t aside . 
What do you nee d to lay aside to serve the perso n you described ? 

Prepare To  Serve 
Jesus gathered the equipment H e needed to serve Hi s disciples-a towel , 
a basin , an d water (vv . 4-5). What equipmen t d o you nee d to serve th e 
person you described ? 

Get Right  in the  Middle  of  Things 
He "poured water int o a basin and bega n to wash Hi s disciples ' feet " (v . 
5). Jesus go t right i n the middle o f those grubby feet . What do you nee d 
to do to get involved with the perso n you named ? 

My friend, Bill , matches hi s walk with hi s talk. H e serves lik e that . He' s 
always on the edg e o f his seat . I f the phone rings , he jumps t o get it . I f 
someone drop s a  piece o f paper , h e moves quickl y to pick i t up. I f the 
doorbell rings , he answers it . He's always "o n the edge" to serve . 

These suggestions wil l help you ge t started with some creativ e idea s fo r 
moving from talking to walking . 

Do little things . 
Guard the reputatio n o f others . 
Be courteous, sayin g "please, " "thank you, " and "you'r e 
welcome." 
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Invite people hom e (afte r getting your mom' s approval) . 
Listen. 
Bear the burdens o f others . 
Make time for people . 
Pray for people . 
Talk about Jesus . 

From Pride to Humility 
The roles reverse: Jesus ha s a  right to be proud, bu t He is humble. Pete r 
should be humble, bu t he is proud. H e refuses to let Jesus wash his feet 
(John 13:6-10) . 

Peter expresses prid e in two ways a s 
Jesus tries to wash hi s feet . 

Peter is reluctant: "Lord, are Yo u 
going to wash my feet?" Defensively , h e questions Jesus to kee p 
from receiving what Jesus has to give him . 
Peter is resistant: "You shal l never wash m y feet," he says, as he 
draws his feet under him to keep Jesus from washing them . 

The other mornin g I  walked ou t of my house at 7 a.m. As I  locked the 
door and turned toward m y car, I  saw a young woman standin g right in 
front of me in the middle of rush hour traffic with a nightgown, slippers , 
and a ski jacket on. "I'm so embarrassed," sh e said. "My truck died after I 
took m y husban d t o th e trai n station . I  hate t o as k yo u this , bu t would yo u 
take me home?" I  told her I  would be glad to. As we got i n my car, she 
must have apologized 1 5 times for the way sh e 
looked and for asking me to take her home . I 
could understand why sh e was embarrassed . 
But more than that , she had trouble receivin g 
the help I  wanted to give her . 

From Fear to Freedom 
After Jesus had washed Hi s disciples' feet , He sat down again. I t was 
time for some reflection and instruction. "Do you understand what I  have 
done for you?" He asked (John 13:12) . Their repl y was probably , "Sure , 
you washed our feet. Thanks a  lot." But He wanted them to think deepl y 
and to see the significance o f His action . 

Read John 13:13-1 7 to determine th e deeper significanc e o f Jesus 
washing the disciples' feet . 

Pride is a disease. I t 
makes everyone sic k bu t 

the one who ha s it . 

Having humilit y 
means we ar e 

able to give an d 
receive 

graciously. 
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The main poin t is in verse 15 . What does tha t statement sa y to you abou t 
serving others ? 

Students often have two reactions t o serving . 
"If I  serve others , they wil l take advantage o f me. They wil l walk al l 
over me , and I  don't want them to do that. " 
"It's one thing to act like a servant sometimes , bu t it' s something els e 
when peopl e trea t m e like a servant al l the time. I' m not sure I  want 
to make thi s a lifestyle. " 

If you have one o f these reactions , then instead o f serving by washin g 
their feet , you wil l want to : 

Burn their feet with boiling water . 
Freeze thei r feet with ic e cold water . 
Put their fee t i n a washing machin e an d take the skin off . 
Dry clean thei r fee t so i t takes the hai r of f their legs . 

We can tel l i f we are servant s b y the way we respond when people trea t 
us like servants . 

Making it  Personal 
Write down thre e actions you wil l take this week t o ministe r t o the perso n 
you described a s a  nerd . 
1.. 

2. 

3. 

Complete this sessio n b y memorizin g John 13:14-15 . 

Assignment for the  Coming Week 
Serve the irritatin g "nerd " i n the three ways you decided . Loo k fo r ways t o 
serve others as well i n your school cafeteria . 
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Week 4 

7 Leadership  Qualities  of  Jesus 
1. Matur e i n intimacy with Jesus through quie t time, journaling, an d 

Scripture memory . 

2. Trus t God for financial needs . 
3. Lov e others with Christ-like compassion . 

4. Lea d as a servant . 

5. Strengthen  personal  relationships  and 
small group  leadership  skills. 

6. Communicat e th e gospel effectively . 

7. Creat e vision for life and ministry . 

The Purpose of a Leading Edge Trip 
To equip student leader s for a missions experienc e that results i n 

leadership a t home, church, and school . 
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Week 4 Focus 

5th Leadership  Quality  of  Jesus: 
Strengthen personal  relationships  and 

small group leadership  skills 
Jesus was a  master a t building relationships . Th e Bibl e gives man y 
examples tha t show ho w Jesus buil t a relationship (th e woman a t the 
well, the thie f on the cross, and Zacchaeus, to name a  few). Learn thi s 
week ho w to be a  true  friend . 

A Friend  in  Need 

Making Friends  for Christ 
Andy an d John hav e becom e friends . When schoo l starte d this year , the y 
did not even kno w eac h other . Al l they ha d i n common wa s Englis h 
class. Bu t somewhere alon g the way a  friendship began . 

Probably n o two friendships ar e exactly alike , but they al l have som e 
common elements . Think abou t one friendshi p you hav e now . Ho w di d 
you get the friendship started ? Wha t did you do to keep i t going ? 

Compassion-The Main  Ingredient 
Friendships ar e often taken for granted . Som e peopl e think , "I've go t al l 
the friends I  need." Bu t they mis s the point . Othe r peopl e nee d them ! 
Jesus wants u s to become friend s with as many peopl e a s we can . 
We are to seek ou t people who nee d friends an d mak e ourselve s 
available t o them . 

Study Matthe w 9:35-3 8 an d recor d belo w you r insight s concerning ho w 
Jesus wants u s to treat othe r people . 
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We are told that Jesus had compassion. Loo k u p the definition o f 
compassion an d write i t below. 

Read Paul's definition of compassion i n 1 Corinthians 13 . He uses 
the Greek word "agape," which is translated as "love." Agape lov e is 
unconditional. 

Only God loves unconditionally . We experience thi s unconditional lov e by 
knowing Jesus Christ . And we can love unconditionally onl y by allowin g 
the Holy Spiri t to love others through us . 

How do we respond to God's agape love ? B y loving and obeying Him . 
Through our love and obedience, Go d will fil l our lives with compassio n 
for others. God's agape love is always insid e us , even when we do no t 
express it . God wants us to pour i t out-not just a drop here and there, bu t 
running over like a glass under a wide-open faucet . The more we pou r 
out, the more God will fill us. 

God doesn't care i f you're the greates t debate r i n your school , the 
greatest footbal l player or cheerleader, the greatest musician , or the 
president of your youth group. None of your abilities matte r i f you don' t 
love others . 

Read 1  Corinthians 1 3 again and make a list of what love is not. After 
each item you list , honestly as k yourself i f these characteristics ar e 
present in your life . Describe any specific example s where these hav e 
appeared i n your life . Then ask God to replace those characteristics wit h 
His love . 
What love is not: Ho w I  demonstrate thi s characteristic : 
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When we encounter los t peopl e with an unloving attitud e the results ar e 
never positive . Go d wants u s to get rid of attitudes tha t kee p us fro m 
loving others. Ask Hi m to begin to remove you r wrong attitude s by : 

Revealing ho w unlovin g yo u really are . 
Removing al l your negative attitudes , usin g any mean s necessary . 
Replacing you r unlovin g attitudes with compassion . 

Now rea d 1  Corinthians 1 3 once again . This time mak e an outline o f 
what lov e is . 
What lov e is : Ho w I  demonstrate thi s characteristic : 

When we allow Jesus ' lov e to flow through us , others becom e mor e ope n 
to hear what we have to say. Rea d 1  Corinthians 1 3 once more , i f you 
want to mak e God' s lov e mor e personal . This time replac e ever y 
reference abou t "love" with the word "Jesus. " Fo r example: Jesu s i s 
patient. Jesus i s kind. Sinc e Jesus live s in us , He has already pu t thos e 
loving qualities insid e of us . Bu t we mus t stil l learn to trust Him every da y 
to express those qualities through us . 
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Why Be  A Friend? 
Jesus saw nonbelievers as "harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd." I n Matthew 9:36 they were lost , wandering around , no t 
knowing where they were going with no true friends to guide them. Yo u 
probably hav e friends in the same condition who need to know Jesu s 
Christ. 

Why do your non-Christia n friend s nee d your friendship so much ? 
Consider the following reasons . 

Friends Are  Comforters. 
Can you think o f someone who ha s problems bu t doesn't have any 
friends to share problems with? Ho w do you think that perso n feels? 

Friends comfort others: "Two are better than one, because they have a 
good return for their work: I f one falls down, this friend can help him up . 
But pity the ma n who falls and has no one to help him up! " (Ecclesiaste s 
4:9-10). 

Think abou t these verses and think o f some ways you can comfort your 
non-Christian friends . 

Friends Are Counselors. 
You know people who are headed i n the wrong direction. I f you were 
friends, that person would listen to your advice. Bein g that person' s 
friend gives you the opportunity t o listen to problems and then offe r 
advice. 

The Bibl e encourages tha t kind of openness an d honesty betwee n 
friends. "Better i s open rebuke than hidden love " (Proverbs 27:5) . Tha t 
makes you a counselor to your friend . 
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What are some ways yo u can help your friend with hi s or her problem ? 

How can you hel p lea d your friend close r to God ? 

Friends Are  Challengers. 
Most of us know peopl e who nee d to pick u p the pac e i f they ar e going t o 
reach their ful l potential . They nee d to study, exercise , us e their tim e 
better, or get motivated . Tru e friends challeng e eac h other to be thei r 
best i n every aspec t of their lives . The Bibl e encourages u s to sharpe n 
each other . "As iron sharpens iron , so one ma n sharpens another " 
(Proverbs 27:17) . 

What i s one way you can becom e a  challenger who "sharpens" you r non -
Christian friend ? 

Making Friends 
One of the closest friendships i n history was betwee n Davi d an d 
Jonathan ( 1 Samuel 18:1-4) . That friendship can help teach u s how t o 
deepen friendships wit h people who do no t know Christ . 

It is surprising tha t David and Jonathan were friends a t all-much les s 
close friends. Jonathan was the son of Kin g Saul , and b y al l rights shoul d 
have been i n line to inheri t the kingdom. Yet Go d had designated Davi d 
as the successor t o Saul . Davi d was wel l known fo r his courage-both a s 
a shepherd an d as the slayer o f Goliath . Jonathan was a  great warrio r 
who ha d killed thousands o f Philistines . H e was courageous . H e and hi s 
armor-bearer kille d 20 men a t one time (1 Samue l 14:14) . The peopl e 
loved him. S o imagine ho w h e might hav e fel t when h e discovered tha t 
David, no t himself , would becom e the nex t king . 

Let's pu t the sam e situatio n i n some setting s aroun d you . 
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Imagine you've bee n a cheerleader sinc e the seventh grade. Jus t 
before the team trials a new gir l moves to town, beat s you in tryouts , 
and becomes the head cheerleader instea d of you. 
Imagine you've been playing basketbal l since you were old enough 
to dribble. You're getting ready to start your senior year when a  6'10" 
freshman move s to your schoo l and bumps you from the starting 
team. 
Imagine you're dating a girl you really care about , bu t she decide s 
she likes your best friend better , and the two of them begin to date . 

In situations lik e these, you are likely to express mor e of the "what love is 
not" characteristics than the "what love is " attitudes. It' s difficult to be 
patient and kind when your hope s are shattered . 
Yet look at Jonathan and the way h e responded with love to his potentia l 
enemy, David. Eve n i f we're no t naturally attracted to people who ar e 
hard to love, God loves them. H e wants to make them Hi s friends. H e 
does that by using us to make them our friends. 

Look at 1  Samuel 18:1-4 and find four step s 
Jonathan took to build a deep friendship with hi s 
potential enemy, David . 

Attraction 
"Jonathan becam e one in spirit with David " (1 Samuel 18:1) . Jonathan 
took the initiative to build the friendship. I f you have trouble initiatin g 
conversations an d friendships, us e the following suggestions . 

Say "Hi".  Instead of walking down the hal l with your head down an d 
your face toward the lockers ; learn to smile and be friendly. I t may 
not be by chance tha t a person crosses your path . God may wan t 
you, in some way, to affect that person's life . By saying "Hi" with a 
smile, you can open the way to begin a relationship . 
Remember names.  I f you don' t know a  person's name , ask. After yo u 
ask, remember it . Use the name severa l times i n order to make sure 
that you remember. "Hello, John, how's it going, John?" 
Ask questions.  Whe n you can' t think of anything to talk about , 
remember the acrostic FRIEND . The letters stand for : 

God love s 
people we 

find hard to 
love. 

Friends 
Recreation 
Interests 
Education 
Needs 
Destiny 
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Learn that acrostic and us e i t to carry on a  conversation simpl y b y 
asking questions i n each o f the areas . Fo r example, "D o you kno w 
Fred? What position do you pla y in soccer? Ho w did you ge t 
interested i n it? What's you r favorit e subject ? Leas t favorite? Why ? 
What's you r bigges t struggle? Wha t do you think th e future holds fo r 
you?" 

Give your  full  attention.  Loo k them i n the eye. Don' t look around an d 
act as i f you're no t interested . Listenin g to others i s not automatic . I t 
takes practice . 

What three peopl e would you lik e to say "Hi " to or carr y on a 
conversation wit h this week? Writ e thei r names on the line s below . 

Affection 
"And [Jonathan ] love d [David ] as himsel f ( 1 Samue l 18:1) . David an d 
Jonathan develope d suc h a  closeness tha t Jonathan helpe d protec t 
David from hi s own father , Saul . 

How can you go about developing a n affection for other people -
especially thos e who are no t believers ? 

Discover common  goals.  I t could b e basketbal l o r cross-stitch. I f you 
look you wil l find somethin g tha t you hav e i n common . 
Build common  experiences  around  those  goals.  D o something tha t 
allows you to reach your goal s together . Ge t up a basketbal l game , 
plan an overnight cross-stitchin g party . D o what i t takes . 

For each o f the three people yo u listed , write one common goa l an d 
experience yo u share with tha t person . 
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Accountability 

"Jonathan mad e a covenant with David " (1 Samuel 18:3) . They were 
committed to each other . Covenant-making i n the Old Testament wa s 
serious business . I t was unbreakable . I n a covenant, peopl e gave eac h 
other a gift of great value. That gif t expressed commitmen t an d 
accountability. A covenant friendship was definitely a  deeper-than-norma l 
relationship. 

How can you develop deeper friendships? With your believing friends ? 
With a non-Christian friend ? Discove r your friends' need s and desires . 
Help them fulfill their needs and desires. Allow you r friends to discove r 
and fulfil l your needs and desires . 
For each of the three people you listed on page 61, write one specifi c 
way you can deepen that friendship . 

Agape Love 
"Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave i t to David , alon g 
with his tunic, and even hi s sword, his bow, and his belt" (1 Samue l 
18:4). This was a symbol of Jonathan's willingness to make persona l 
sacrifices for David . The same was true of David toward Jonathan. The y 
grew in their friendship unti l i t reached a level that they were willing to die 
for each another . 

Jesus said , "Greater lov e has no one than this, that one lay down hi s lif e 
for his friends" (John 15:13) . How can you reach that leve l of friendship ? 

Go through joy and pain together . 
Share strengths an d weaknesses with one another . 
Resolve conflicts when they arise by learning t o ask forgiveness . 

Think o f the three people on your lis t one mor e time. Decide on e 
practical way that you can personally sacrifice fo r each o f your friends . 
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Handle With  Prayer 
The greates t nee d o f non-Christian friend s is to know Jesu s Christ . Yo u 
fill that need by praying fo r them and sharing the Goo d New s o f Chris t 
with them. Your consisten t prayer s wil l help brea k down the resistance o f 
your non-believing friend s to Christ . 
Here's ho w you can develop a  prayer strategy . Mee t with two friend s 
from your discipleship grou p o r youth grou p and pray together regularl y 
for your friends who do no t know Christ . God's presenc e wil l be with you . 
Jesus promised , "Wher e two or three come together i n My name, ther e 
am I  with them" (Matthew 18:20) . 

Write the names o f your Christia n praye r partner s here . 

1. You r nam e 

2. 

3. 

Write the names o f your non-believin g friend s here . 

1.. 

2. 

3. . 

Decide when you wil l pray together an d write i t here : 

1. 

2. 

3.. 
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Here's Help 
You can discover ho w to do this in detail by looking at "Awesome Wa y 
to Pray" a t  

As you pray for a non-Christian friend , realize that on the cross Jesu s 
has already purchase d that person as Hi s own possession . Becaus e o f 
that you can pray : 

That God will tear down the strongholds tha t keep your friends fro m 
receiving Chris t ( 2 Corinthians 10:4-5) . 
That your friends will repent and believe . 
That God's purpos e wil l be accomplished i n and through you r 
friends' lives . 

Through prayer , yo u ca n presen t you r friend s t o God . 

As you pra y for your 
friends, God will work 
in their live s to brin g 

them to Himself . 

Making It  Personal 
Decide on which three non-Christian friends yo u will focus your prayers . 

1. Make a  list of  everyone you  would  like  to  see come  to  know Christ 
(relatives, fellow students, or people a t your job). Then determin e 
those whom you consider priorities to reach for Christ. Ask the Lor d to 
speak to you. As you pray, consider these options : 

Those you think are closest to coming t o Chris t 
Those with whom you have frequent and good communicatio n 
Those who have shown spiritua l interes t 
Those who respec t yo u 
Those you may hav e limited time to reac h 
Those for whom the Hol y Spiri t has given you a spiritual concer n 
Those whom God seems to bring across your path repeatedl y 
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2. Make a  final  list  of  the  three  people  you  consider  your  highest 
priorities. Writ e thei r names below : 

3. Pray  for  these  three  friends  daily. 

4. Meet with  your  Christian  friends  regularly  to  pray for  each  other's  non-
Christian friends. 

5. Take  one  specific  action  to  express your  friendship  to  each of  your 
three non-believing  friends. 

Complete this sessio n b y memorizin g Roman s 5:8 . 

Assignment for the  Coming Week 
Follow through on your prayer s and acts of friendship t o your non -
believing friends . 

Week 5 |  65 



LEADING Edge 

Week 5 

7 Leadership  Qualities  of  Jesus 
1. Matur e i n intimacy with Jesus through quie t time, journaling, an d 

Scripture memory . 
2. Trus t God for financial needs . 
3. Lov e others with Christ-like compassion . 
4. Lea d as a servant . 
5. Strengthe n persona l relationship s an d small group leadershi p 

skills. 
6. Communicate  the  gospel effectively. 
7. Creat e vision for life and ministry . 

The Purpose of a Leading Edge Trip 
To equip student leaders fo r a missions experience tha t results i n 

leadership a t home, church, and school . 
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Week 5 Focus 

6th Leadership  Quality  of  Jesus: 
Communicate the  Gospel  effectively 

The onl y messag e tha t will change peopl e i s the Gospel . S o why d o w e 
lack the confidence t o share it ? This week we wil l lear n how to share th e 
name o f Jesus boldly.  D o both lesson s this week . 

Giving a  Personal Testimony 
On the way hom e from school , Andy an d John were discussin g las t 
week's footbal l game . Thei r schoo l won an d And y tried to draw a  paralle l 
telling John that Jesus make s u s winners i n our lives . So Andy said , 
"John, I  don't pla y football , bu t Jesus ha s mad e m e a  winner i n my life. " 
Now what ? 

Put yourself i n Andy's place . What would you say next ? Ho w do yo u 
express wha t i s on your hear t about your relationship t o Jesus Christ ? 
Will you mumble , bumble , an d stumble around , o r wil l you b e able to 
speak clearly ? 

Summarize wha t you would say : 

Knowing your feelings and experiences i s one thing, bu t telling other s 
about them is another. I n 1 Peter 3:15 the Apostle Pete r challenges u s 
"In your heart s se t apar t Chris t as Lord . Always be prepared to give a n 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reaso n fo r the hop e tha t 
you have. " 

My Great  Discovery 

Firsthand Experience 
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The mos t effective too l you have for sharing your faith i s "to give the 
reason for the hope that you have"-your firsthan d experience with Jesu s 
Christ. Jesus' disciples used their persona l experiences with Chris t to 
convince others to believe: "We proclaim to you what we have seen an d 
heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us . And our fellowshi p 
is with the Father and with Hi s son, Jesus Christ" (1 John 1:3) . 

Why do you think John was so intent on telling others abou t his firsthand 
experience with Jesus Christ ? 

One time the Apostle Pau l stood before a king named Agrippa. To help 
Agrippa understand the gospel, Pau l chose to talk about his persona l 
conversion experience . 

Read Acts 6:1-23 and outline Paul' s testimony below . 

Paul's life before he met Christ : 

How Pau l met Christ : 

How Christ changed Paul' s life : 

Paul had a dramatic conversion experience. Hi s testimony wa s a thrilling 
story. Many of us read accounts of people who have overcome drugs , 
prison, and other majo r problems through the power o f Jesus Christ , an d 
we are tempted to wonder who will be interested in our story . When ou r 
testimonies don' t sound dramatic, we often hesitate to share them. Bu t 
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every Christia n ha s a unique stor y to tel l because Jesu s Chris t ha s 
changed each on e o f us in a unique way. Eac h of us will find people we 
can reach with our story more effectively than anyone else can. 

Read Mar k 5:19-20 . Afte r Jesus heale d the demon-possessed ma n H e 
said, "Go hom e to your family an d tel l them ho w muc h the Lord has don e 
for you, an d ho w H e has had mercy on you." Ho w did the ma n respon d 
to Jesus' comman d an d what was the result ? 

Thinking Through  Your  Testimony 
We nee d to learn to express ou r experiences wit h Chris t just a s Pau l an d 
the demon-possessed ma n expressed theirs . An d we can use the sam e 
outline t o write our testimonies tha t Pau l used in Acts 26 . 

Answer th e following questions t o buil d the outline o f your testimony . 

Your Life  Before You  Met Christ 
What was your bigges t need , struggle , or problem ? 
Give an example of that need , struggle , problem . Ho w di d i t 
affect you? 
Where did you turn for security , peac e o f mind , and happiness ? 
In what ways di d you find lif e unsatisfying ? 
In this first phase o f your testimony , try to identif y with the othe r 
person. 

If you grew u p in the church , tal k abou t that , bu t avoid a  religious focus . 
If you me t Jesus a t an early age then focus on a  struggle you ha d afte r 
you came to Christ . 

How You  Met Christ 
When di d you firs t hear the gospel? Ho w were you firs t expose d 
to a dynamic, life-changin g relationshi p t o Jesus ? 
What were you r initia l reaction s to Jesus Christ ? 
When di d you begi n to seriously conside r followin g Jesus ? 
What was the turning point ? 
How did you receiv e Christ ? Wha t were th e detail s o f tha t 
experience? 
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Mention God' s love , your sin , Christ' s paymen t fo r your sin , and ho w yo u 
received Christ . 

How Christ  Changed  Your  Life 
What change s di d you se e i n your lif e after you became a 
Christian? Paralle l these change s wit h the problem s tha t yo u 
expressed i n the first par t o f your testimony . Doin g this wil l caus e 
your testimony t o flow smoothly . 
How has Jesus deal t with your struggles ? 
What change s hav e othe r peopl e seen ? 
What doe s Jesus Chris t mea n to you now ? 

People remembe r specifics . You could say , "Knowing Jesus i s 
wonderful." Bu t how i s knowing Jesus wonderful? O r you could say, " I 
have peace. " Bu t in what way d o you hav e peace ? Giv e specifi c 
illustrations from your lif e to describe ho w Jesu s has changed you. B e as 
descriptive an d specifi c as possible . 

Preparing Your  Testimony 
After you answer th e questions i n the section above , us e the followin g 
guidelines t o communicate mor e clearly . These idea s wil l help you writ e 
and present you r story better . 

Be Exciting 
Begin with an attention-getting sentenc e o r incident . A  statemen t lik e "Al l 
of my lif e I'v e struggled with lovin g and being loved " can quickly captur e 
the other person' s attention . Then tel l your stor y abou t that . 

Be Thematic 
Choose a  central theme fo r your testimony tha t nonbelievers ca n relat e 
to. Love, self-acceptance, dating , parents , popularity , success , o r 
friendship are options . Us e the topic tha t focuses o n your bigges t 
struggle. 

Be Positive 
Some peopl e give testimonies simila r t o this one : "When I  received Chris t 
I lost al l m y friends. They won' t have anything t o do with me now tha t I'v e 
given up al l worldly things tha t used to be fun." Who would even want t o 
become a  Christian afte r sharing tha t "good" news ? Emphasiz e th e 
positive change s tha t Jesus ha s mad e i n your life . 
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Be Conversational 
Use your own vocabulary. Don' t use statements suc h as "I viewed the 
crimson sunset and pondered within my innermost being" (unless yo u 
talk that way i n real life). Write and speak naturally . 

Be Personal 
Use "I" and "me" not "you." The use of "you" sounds lik e you are 
preaching to your listeners. Bu t first-person account s are intriguing . 
People like to hear experiences o f others told in the first person . 

Be Relevant 
Make statements othe r peopl e can relate to. Imagine a non-Christia n 
hearing for the first time that "being a Christian mean s to walk an aisle 
and get washed i n the blood of the Lamb to become justified, sanctified , 
and glorified. After that, you get out your sword , dive into the Word, and 
really get a blessing. Praise the Lord! " Your friend will think you droppe d 
in from Mars for a short visit (hopefully very short). Avoid religious cliches. 

Be Graphic 
Give enough detail s to arouse your listeners ' interest . Tel l the story s o 
your hearers can visualize it . Take them with you into your experience . 

Be Illustrative 
Think bac k on the experiences tha t have impacted your lif e since you 
became a  believer. Includ e severa l of those life-changing experiences i n 
your testimony . 

Be Accurate 
Don't try to "spice up" your testimony b y stretching the truth. I f someone 
discovers you have exaggerated the events of your past , how can you 
expect hi m to believe what you are saying about Jesus ? 

Be Relaxed 
Smile and laugh. Mak e your story fun. I t will help you and your listener s 
feel more at ease . 

Be Biblical 
Use one verse that means something to you to tie together your entir e 
testimony. Or use two or three verses when they fi t naturally into what 
you are saying. Fo r example, you might quote Revelatio n 3:20 and buil d 
your testimony aroun d opening the door of your lif e to Christ . Bu t you 
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distract from your presentatio n i f you use too many verses or try to force 
all your favorite verses int o your testimonies when they don' t really fit . 

Writing Your  Testimony 
Use the following steps to write your testimony . 

Before you write the first word, pray for God's help . Ask Hi m to give 
you wisdom and insight as you work o n your testimony . 
Begin to make brief notes on three separate pieces of paper: "M y 
Life before Christ, " "How I  Met Christ," and "How Chris t Changed M y 
Life." 
Write a first draft using the notes from the three sheets o f paper. 
Apply al l the "Preparing You r Testimony" hints from the precedin g 
section. 
Meet with your discipleship grou p leade r and revise your draft base d 
on suggestions fo r improvement . 
Condense you r testimony so you can read i t in three minutes . 
Read your testimony t o your leade r or to another perso n in your 
group. Ask for their further suggestions . 
Rewrite your testimony once again, this time to clarify and state 
concisely everything you want to say. Add or remove details wher e 
necessary. 
Outline your presentation on a 3" x 5" card. 
Give your testimony t o your discipleship grou p leade r using only the 
3" x 5" card. 
Practice unti l you can give your testimony i n three minute s withou t 
using your notes . 

Presenting Your Testimony 
Before you present your testimony, conside r the following finishin g 
touches. 

Rehearse unti l your testimony become s natural . 
Share your story enthusiastically i n the power o f the Hol y Spirit . 
Smile. Ask the Lor d to help you be positive and relaxed . 
Speak clearly , but naturally . Speak loudl y enough to be heard . 
Avoid nervous habit s such as swaying, playing with a pencil, clearin g 
your throat, jingling coins i n your pocket , or using phrases like "you 
know," "uh," or "ahh." 
Avoid arguing i f someone interrupt s and questions you. Answer the 
question and go on. 
Don't preach. Remember you are talking with one of your friends . 
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All these steps ma y soun d lik e a  lot of detail , bu t once you'v e pu t al l the 
facts together i n a logica l order , they wil l help your testimony t o flow . 

Follow the steps i n the Bibl e study t o prepare your testimony. Se t aside 
at least two hours to write it . Go through your testimony severa l time s 
with a  friend i n your group . Then memoriz e the point s and illustration s 
from your 3 " x 5" card and presen t your testimony t o your leader . Finally , 
present your testimony t o a non-Christian friend . 

Complete this sessio n b y memorizin g 1  Peter 3:18 . 

Assignments for the  Coming Week 
Write, condense, and memorize you r testimony . 

Give your testimony t o at leas t one person thi s week . 

Note: Som e o f the idea s i n this section were taken from The  Spirit-Filled 
Christian, NavPress , 1980 , and How to  Make Your  Mark,  Campu s 
Crusade fo r Christ , 1983 . 

Making it  Personal 
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The Message 

Presenting the Truth  of the Gospel 
After a lot of prayer and preparation, And y ha s finally overcome hi s fears 
and has just given hi s testimony t o John. H e concludes b y asking, "Can I 
tell you how you can know Jesus too? " 

John says, "Yep." No w what does Andy say? What would you say ? 

We often hesitate to ask our friends i f we can tel l them abou t knowin g 
Jesus Christ because we think they won' t be interested. After all : 

Bob is a super athlete . 
Janet's lif e is running smoothly . 
Lisa goes to church, so she must be a Christian. 
Kevin is an agnostic . 

But take a  look at the lives of the following peopl e before they becam e 
Christians. 

Deion Sanders was a famous athlete . 
Billy Graham was a typical high-school student . 
Stephen Curti s Chapman was a  regular church attender . 
Josh McDowel l was an agnostic . 

Somewhere alon g the way, someone "bothered" to tell each of these 
people the good news about Jesus Christ . The resul t was that they 
became believers and began to share their testimonies. No w thousand s 
of other people know Jesus becaus e o f them. 
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Every person ha s an inne r desir e t o know Go d personally . Ever y person -
no matte r ho w famous o r insignifican t h e migh t appear-has a  need t o 
hear the truth o f the gospel . Pascal , a famous Frenc h scientist , said , 
There i s a God-shaped vacuu m i n the hear t o f 

every ma n tha t cannot b e filled b y any create d 
thing, bu t only by God the Creato r mad e know n 
through Jesus Christ. " 

You are a  perso n 
through whom Go d 

wants t o revea l 
Himself to man y 

other people . 
Get Into  the  Message 
Scattered throughout the Boo k o f Acts are clear message s th e 
apostles preache d t o bring peopl e to Jesus Christ . These message s 
follow a  pattern that repeats itsel f over and over i n the Ne w Testament . 
Study th e following passage s where the gospe l messag e i s proclaimed . 
You have rea d them alread y during recen t times alon e with God , bu t no w 
look fo r the commo n them e tha t runs through the m all . 

Acts 2:14-3 9 
Acts 3:11-1 6 
Acts 4:8-1 2 
Acts 7:51-5 3 
Acts 13:26-3 3 

In two words, summarize th e messag e tha t i s expressed ove r and ove r 
again i n these passages . 

Jesus Chris t i s so complex tha t H e baffles th e 
greatest mind , yet so simple tha t H e can b e 

known b y the leas t intelligent . 

Get Ready  to  Share the  Facts 
It is important for u s to learn ho w to present the gospel too . Peopl e i n the 
21st century hav e as great a  need as 1 st century peopl e to know tha t 
Jesus Chris t can change thei r lives . I n the las t Bibl e study you develope d 
a simple presentatio n o f your testimony . No w let' s lear n a  simple 
approach t o presenting the facts o f the gospe l to your friends . 
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Take the  Next  Step 

After your friend has heard your testimony, say , "Can I  show you ho w 
you can know Jesus Chris t personally? " 

If your friend stil l shows interest , you can say, "I'd like to tell you what i t 
means to be a follower o f Jesus Christ . Would you mind? " 
If he says "yes," you may proceed. Bu t i f you feel that the person i s 
backing off or has heard al l that he can handle for right now, you can say 
something like , "You know, John, I  would like to get back together agai n 
soon and talk abou t this some more . Could we do that?" That leaves th e 
door open to meet with him at a later date and present continue to 
present the gospel . 

Don't le t your fear of rejection cause you to back of f and prevent you 
from presenting the gospel. The other perso n will tell you whether h e 
wants to do this or not . I f he says "no," then don' t do it . But if he says 
"yes," press on . 

Know the  Facts 
It's important t o thoroughly prepar e to you talk to your friends. When yo u 
start sharing one-on-one, you'l l be glad you did your homewor k o n the 
following six basic truths of the gospel . 

The Gospel 
1. God loves us and created u s to know Him . 
2. Our sin keeps us from knowing God . 
3. We can come to know God only through Jesus Christ . 
4. We must receive Jesus Chris t into our lives . 
5. When we know Jesus, our lives are changed . 
6. A relationship with Jesus i s characterized b y spiritual growth . 

Practice Sharing the Gospel 
While you are practicing and the first few times you presen t these six 
basic truths o f the gospel , read them word for word to your friend. Rea d 
with excitement and expression, stopping afte r each fact to ask, "Does 
that make sense to you?" 

Practice reading them through righ t now. Go to a place where you won' t 
disturb anyone, and read them as i f you were going over i t with a  non-
believing friend . 
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Jesus No Equal 
Friends. Money . Popularity , Dates . Sports . Sex . School . Parties . 
Reputation. Clothes . Music . When peopl e pursue thes e things, the y 
experience disappointment . S o where then do we find rea l meaning in life? 

Reality #1-God  Loves  Us and Created  Us  to Know Him 
God love s us. Jesus said , "God so loved the world that H e gave Hi s on e 
and only son , that whoever believe s i n Him shal l no t perish but hav e 
eternal life " (John 3:16) . 

God created us . We rea d in the Bible , "For You [God ] created m y inmos t 
being; You kni t me together i n my mother' s womb." (Psal m 139:13) . 

God wants u s to know Him . God's Word tell s u s "Now thi s i s eternal life : 
that they ma y kno w You, the only true God , and Jesus Christ , whom Yo u 
have sent" (John 17:3) . 

Since Realit y #1 i s true, why i s i t that man y peopl e don' t know God ? 

Digging Deeper 
To help you prepare to effectively communicat e Realit y #1 , study Psal m 
139:13-18 and complete thi s statement: Go d designed m e because .  . . 

Study John 3:1 6 an d complete thi s statement : Go d loves me because . 

Study John 17: 3 and complete thi s statement : Go d wants m e to kno w 
Him because .  . . 
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Reality #2-Our  Sins  Keep Us  from Knowing  God 
Some people think o f sin as getting drunk o r telling lies . True, bu t sin 
involves muc h more . 

What i s sin? Si n is our choice to disobey Go d and go our own way. "We 
all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way" 
(Isaiah 53:6) . 

Who has sinned? Everyone . I n the Bibl e we read, "Al l have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23) . 

What happens when we sin? Sin results i n separation from God, leadin g 
to death and judgment. "The wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23) , and 
"Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment" (Hebrew s 
9:27). 

As long as sin separates u s from God, we canno t know Him . What, then , 
is the solution to our separation from God ? 

Digging Deeper 
Using some of the passages liste d in Reality #2, write your definition o f 
sin in one column. I n the other column write the results o f sin. 

Sin Th e Result s o f Sin 
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Reality #3-We  Can  Know  God  Only  through  Jesus  Christ 
Jesus Chris t i s the only solution to our sin problem. Jesus died for ou r 
sin. "God demonstrates Hi s own lov e for u s in this: While we were stil l 
sinners, Chris t died for us " (Romans 5:8) . 

Jesus ros e from the dead to give us life . "Just as Chris t was raise d fro m 
the dead through the glory o f the Father , we too ma y live a ne w life " 
(Romans 6:4) . 

Jesus opened th e way fo r u s to know God . "For Chris t died fo r sins onc e 
for all , th e righteou s fo r th e unrighteous , t o brin g yo u t o God " ( 1 Pete r 
3:18). The life , death, and resurrection o f Jesus Chris t buil t the bridg e 
from Go d to us . 

How can we know Jesu s Chris t personally ? 

Digging Deeper 
Spend some tim e thinking abou t the verses i n Reality #3 . Then lis t thre e 
reasons why Jesu s Chris t had to die and b e raised from the dead so yo u 
and your friends can be restored to righ t relationships wit h God . 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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LEADING Edge 
Reality #4-To  Know  Jesus We Must Receive  Him 

Many people know abou t God, bu t don't know Hi m personally . The only 
way to know Go d personally i s to receive Jesus Christ . S o how can we 
receive Him ? 

Turn away from our sin. Jesus said , "The time has come. .  . . Repent an d 
believe the Good News" (Mark 1:15) . To repent means to turn away from sin. 

Believe in Jesus. "Believe in the Lor d Jesus, and you will be saved" (Act s 
16:31). To believe mean s to turn to Jesus . 

Respond to Jesus. Jesus promises , "Here I  am! I  stand at the door an d 
knock. I f anyone hear s My voice and opens the door , I  will go in and ea t 
with him, and he with Me" (Revelation 3:20) . 

Which way wil l you choose? I s there any good reason why you canno t 
choose Jesus Christ righ t now? 
You can turn away from your sin and ask Jesus into your lif e now. Yo u 
receive Jesus by praying to Him. Prayer i s simply talking to God. He wil l 
hear your prayer . Can you say this to God and mean it? "Dear Jesus, I 
know that You created me , love me, and want m e to know You. M y sin 
has kept me from knowing You . I  turn from my sin. I  receive Jesus Christ , 
who died to forgive m y sin and rose from the dead to live in me. I n Jesus' 
name, Amen. " 
Now tha t yo u hav e receive d Jesu s Christ , wha t happens ? 

Digging Deeper 
Study the verses in Reality #4, then answer the following question. Why 
must a person respond to Jesus Chris t in order to know God ? 
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Reality #5-Jesus  Changes  Our Lives  When We  Know Him 
Receiving Jesus Chris t i s just the beginning . Whe n H e comes int o ou r 
lives, we experienc e man y changes-som e immediatel y an d other s 
gradually. 

A new  identity.  "I f anyone i s in Christ , h e is a new creation; the old ha s 
gone, the new ha s come" ( 2 Corinthians 5:17) . 

Forgiveness. "A s far as the eas t is from the west, so far has H e 
removed ou r transgressions [si n and guilt ] from us " (Psalm 103:12) . 

Love. "W e lov e becaus e H e first loved us " (1 John 4:19) . 

Freedom. "S o i f the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed" (Joh n 
8:36). 

Confidence. "W e hav e confidence befor e Go d becaus e we obey Hi s 
commands an d do what please s Him " ( 1 John 3:21-22) . 

Victory over  temptation.  "Whe n you are tempted, H e wil l also provid e a 
way ou t so that you can stand u p under it " (1 Corinthians 10:13) . 

Guidance. "Trus t i n the Lor d with al l your hear t and lea n no t to your ow n 
understanding; i n all your ways acknowledg e Him , and H e will mak e you r 
paths straight" (Proverb s 3:5-6) . 

Digging Deeper 
Look up each verse i n Realit y #5. Think abou t ho w Jesu s ha s change d 
your lif e in each area . Write a  sentence abou t it , giving a  specifi c 
illustration. 
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Reality #6-W e Mature  As  We Know Jesus Better 

You have now begu n a  relationship wit h Jesus, ho w can you grow i n that 
relationship? 

Spend time  in  prayer daily  (Philippian s 4:6-7) . 
I will pray five minutes every day . 

Study God's  Word  daily  ( 2 Timothy 3:16) . 
I will read one Bibl e chapter every day , beginning with the Boo k 

of Mark . 

Submit to  God consistently  (Jame s 1:22) . 
I will obey Go d as I  become aware o f His instructions. I  will ge t 

baptized as soon as possible (Act s 2:38) . 

Search for  a church  (Hebrew s 10:24-25) . 
I will go to a church that teaches clearly about Jesus . 

Share Jesus  with  others  (Roman s 1:16) . 
I will tell my family and bes t friend about my new relationshi p 

with Jesus Chris t this week . 

Seek Jesus completely  (Joh n 5:22-23) . 
I will look to Jesus to change m y attitudes an d actions every day . 

Digging Deeper 
Read each verse on growth, then describe ho w you are growing i n tha t 
area. Give specific examples so you can help your friend. Go bac k 
through the six facts poin t by point . Write any questions you think you r 
friend migh t have . 
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Communicate Clearly 
These si x realitie s ca n take from 3  to 20 minute s t o present . B e flexibl e 
as you presen t the gospe l t o your friends. Tailo r you r approach t o the 
time, specifi c situation , and the person . 

The Hol y Spiri t wil l lead you to witness i n different ways. B e observan t 
and sensitive as you are relatin g to your friend . I n any type o f witnessin g 
situation i t is important t o pray silentl y an d ask Go d for guidanc e an d 
wisdom to communicate th e gospe l clearly . 

To make this gospel presentatio n a  par t of your life , read i t five times . 
Outline i t on paper . Practic e the presentation wit h anothe r Christian a t 
least twice. Finally , go over i t with a t least one nonbelieve r befor e you r 
next group meeting . 

Complete this sessio n b y memorizin g Mar k 1:15 . 

Assignment for the  Coming Week 
Go through th e gospe l with two Christia n friends an d then go through th e 
gospel with one non-Christian friend . 

Making it  Personal 
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Week 6 

7 Leadership  Qualities  of  Jesus 
1. Matur e i n intimac y wit h Jesu s throug h quie t time , journaling , an d 

Scripture memory . 
2. Trus t God for financial needs . 
3. Lov e others with Christ-like compassion . 
4. Lea d as a servant . 
5. Strengthe n persona l relationship s an d smal l group leadershi p 

skills. 
6. Communicat e th e gospel effectively . 
7. Create  vision  for life  and  ministry. 

The Purpose of a Leading Edge Trip 
To equip studen t leaders for a missions experience tha t results in 

leadership a t home, church, and school . 
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Week 6  Focus 

7th Leadership  Quality  of  Jesus: 
Create vision  for life and ministry 

Jesus wants yo u to have a  vision for your lif e and ministry . This wee k 
you can take steps t o see tha t happen . 

Expanding Your  Horizons 

The Right Cultural Attitude 
You can go into another culture with a superior mindse t that causes yo u 
to judge thos e whom Chris t sent you to love. You ma y find yoursel f 
condemning o r laughing a t the values tha t these peopl e hol d dear. As k 
God to give you a  positive attitud e about thos e things you do no t 
appreciate o r understand . Follo w these suggestion s t o ministe r with a 
positive cultura l attitude . 

1. Observe. Becom e a n investigato r o f the culture . As k lot s o f 
questions. W e tend to form opinions based on our own experiences , 
and this prove s problemati c a s we mov e int o another culture . Askin g 
questions an d gathering informatio n wil l enable yo u to see from a 
different perspective . 

2. Allow yoursel f to feel stupid . I n a new culture , th e simplest tas k 
becomes difficult . You not only canno t ask where the toilet is , you d o 
not even know what i t looks like ! 

3. Be adventurous. Yo u are encountering a  new world . Recor d wha t 
that i s like. Try everything new . 

4. Defer to your nationa l friends. Roman s 1 4 talks abou t giving u p 
certain freedoms becaus e the y offend others . Remembe r tha t yo u 
are a guest i n this country. I f something offend s the nationals , the n 
do no t do it . For example , i f i t offends them for you to wear makeup , 
don't wear it . 

5. Laugh at yourself. When yo u make mistakes , laug h at yourself . A 
good sense o f humor wil l make th e trip mor e enjoyable fo r everyone . 

6. Pra y for Go d to cover you r mistakes . As k Go d to cover anythin g 
that unknowingly offend s someone else . Remember , lov e covers a 
multitude o f sins . 
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7. Expec t to feel out of place . Culture shock affect s people differently . 
You will experience som e stress and frustration a s you try to dea l 
with a new language , sights , and sounds. You may want to go home . 
Ask your teammates to pray for you when you are having a bad day . 
Remember tha t you are there only for a limited time. Chris t i s our 
ultimate example o f one who lef t His culture to bring us salvation . 
Ask Him to live His life through you . 

Hints for  Building  Friendships 
Amazing as it may seem, you will make friends for a lifetime on your trip . 
Imagine teenagers i n another countr y becomin g you r friends. Bu t i t will 
not happen by accident. The following hints will help you buil d 
friendships. 

1. Tal k about their interests . I f they are interested in soccer (calle d 
"football" i n other countries) and you know nothin g about it , ask the m 
to explain the sport to you and what make s i t so exciting. I f you take 
an interest in their interests , they may show an interest i n yours. 
Remember, "people don' t care how muc h you know, unti l they kno w 
how much you care. " 

2. B e a good listener . Some people think that listening i s merel y 
waiting for their turn to speak. Fe w things show genuine concern to a 
person mor e tha n focuse d attention . 

Occasionally reflec t back what the other person i s saying. "I can see 
that you really like American music. " 

Ask further questions about areas they want to talk about more . "Tel l 
me more about your interes t in reading. Do you read mor e 
magazines or books? What magazines d o you read? What are you r 
favorite books? " 

Ask questions to clarify things you don't understand. "Ar e you saying 
that .  . . ?" 

3. B e attentive to needs. I f someone shares a  need (not doing well a t 
school, having a hard time a t home, a  parent losin g a job), expres s 
concern and tell that person you will pray for hi m or her . Also be 
willing to share some of your own problems . 

4. D o not be a snob. Sound s obvious, bu t it is awfully easy to come 
across like our ways are cool and they are behind the times. Her e 
are a few things that are humbling around internationals : 
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On the average, internationa l student s are probabl y smarte r tha n w e 
are. They ar e mor e widely read , may know severa l languages , ar e 
sharper i n the sciences, an d can locate mos t any country o n a map . 

Many o f the musica l styles we think o f as American actuall y cam e 
from Europe . After all , the Beatle s were no t from Ne w Yor k City , yo u 
know. 

On the whole, internationa l student s are mor e active tha n 
Americans. They see m to enjoy walking an d ridin g bicycles mor e 
than eatin g junk foo d i n fron t o f th e TV . 

We have a  lo t to learn . S o learn al l you can ! 

5. Brin g some thing s from home . You migh t consider bringin g 
something like : pictures o f your friends , family , an d activities you d o 
and some smal l gifts to leave with your new friends (fo r example, a 
baseball ca p with a team insignia , a  poster o f a beautifu l America n 
scene, a  key-chain with an American emblem, etc.) . 

Friends ar e importan t t o enjoying the Christian life . Yet i n order t o be a 
good friend we mus t know who we are . Take a  few minute s t o reflec t o n 
the following questions an d then continue to reflect on them durin g th e 
trip. Findin g the answers wil l give you a  better understandin g o f yoursel f 
and how h e wants t o use you to be a friend to others . 

1. What i s your personalit y an d how can you enjoy it ? 

2. What are your spiritua l gift s and how can you use them ? 

3. What are your abilities an d experiences an d how can yo u 

maximize them ? 

4. What motivate s yo u and ho w d o you give 100% ? 

5. What i s your lif e purpose an d how do you discover it ? 

6. What ar e your values and ho w do you define them ? 

7. What ar e your goals an d ho w d o you reac h them ? 

8. What time do you have and how do you use it ? 

9. What decisions do you nee d to make an d ho w do you mak e 

New Friends 

them? 
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Here's Help 

You can discover the answers to these questions in Life Happens: 
Get Ready by Barry St. Clair. Go to barrystclair.com to order. 

All of life is a journey. Much of the joy and meaning comes through 
relationships. On the Leading Edge Trip you will meet many people. 
Some of those meetings will turn into friendships. Some of those. 
friendships have the potential to last for a lifetime and for all of 
eternity! 

The following pages will help you keep up with those friendships. so 
you can communicate with those friends when you return home (see 
Tool 8 on page 31 ). 
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Tool 1 
Consent for  Medical  Treatment 
and Hold  Harmless  Agreement 

I, (parent/guardian) , releas e 
, and th e host s fro m an y an d 

all damages, injuries , los t items , medica l needs , o r any othe r matter s 
before, during, and after m y child's trip . 

I understand tha t neither myself , no r my heirs , nor any othe r intereste d 
parties ma y hold ,  and th e 
hosts responsibl e fo r any persona l or materia l damages . 

Furthermore, I  agree for t o ac t 
on my behal f in the event of a  medica l emergency . I n the event o f suc h 
an emergency I  understand tha t 
will notify m e as soon as possible . 

Signed (Parent/Guardian) : 

Printed Name : 

Date: 

Leading Edg e Participant : 
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Tool 2 
Participant's Honor  Code 

Recognizing Jesus Chris t as the author an d finisher of my faith, and the 
inspired Word of God as the supreme standard for al l wisdom an d 
knowledge, i t is my aim to follow Jesus Christ . 

I recognize tha t I  have been crucified with Christ and that my life is no 
longer my own, but bought and paid for by the precious bloo d of the 
Lamb of God to whom I  now belong . 

I will endeavor to develop an intimate, persona l relationshi p with Chris t 
through spending time alone with Hi m in prayer on a daily basis , 
consistently studyin g the Word of God, and proving mysel f faithful i n 
corporate worship . 

I will endeavor to bring glory and hono r to the name of Jesus by allowing 
the Hol y Spiri t to work i n me in order that He might ministe r through m e 
to others. 

I will endeavor faithfully to give heed to the cal l of God upon my life and 
to develop the gifts and abilities that God has given me . I n all instances, I 
will seek t o develo p mysel f a s a  servan t expressin g servic e i n love . 

As a participant on the trip, I  take the Great Commission as a persona l 
call on my life. I t is my aim to be used of God to spread the "Good News " 
and to be found faithful in sharing what I  have experienced o f Jesus wit h 
others. 

I will submit mysel f to the established leadershi p o f and to the standard s 
set for this trip. I  realize that participating a s a member o f this team is a 
privilege and a call from God . Thereby, I  purpose to give my bes t and to 
support this ministr y to which God has called me . 

Participant's Signature : 

Date: 
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Tool 3 
Leading Edge  Trip Response  Form 

Dear , 

I am thrilled abou t you going t o share the Gospe l o f Chris t with thos e 
who have neve r heard . I  would lik e to be a par t of your suppor t team by : 

• Prayin g dail y for you from no w unti l you return . 

• Prayin g for you on a  weekly basi s from now unti l you return . 

• Providin g a  one-time financia l gif t of . 

• Supportin g you on a monthly basi s fo r three month s (May , June , 
and July) with a monthl y financia l gif t of totalin g 

Name: Phone : 

Address: 

City: State : Zip : 

E-mail: 
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Tool 4 
Journal of  Partners 

Name: _ 

Address: 

City: 

Phone: 

State: Zip: 

Email:. 

Letter mailed : Date: 

Notes: 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gif t of 

Thank you card sent : Date: 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone: 

City: State: Zip: 

Email: 

Letter mailed : Date: 

Notes: 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gif t of 

Thank you card sent : Date: 
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Journal of  Partners 

Name: _ 

Address: 

Phone: 

City: 
Email: 

Letter mailed : 

State: Zip: 

Date: 

Notes: 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gif t o f 

Thank you card sent : Date: 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone: 

City: State: .Zip: 

Email: 

Letter mailed : Date: 

Notes: 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gif t o f 

Thank you card sent : Date: 



LEADING Edge 

Journal of  Partners 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Phone: 

State: Zip: 

Email: 

Letter mailed : Date: 

Notes: 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gif t of 

Thank you card sent : Date: 

Name: Phone: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Email: 

Letter mailed : Date: 

Notes: 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gif t of 

Thank you card sent : Date: 
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Journal of  Partners 

Name: Phone: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Email: 

Letter mailed : Date: 

Notes: 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gift  o f 

Thank you card sent : Date: 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Phone: 

State: Zip: 

Email: 

Letter mailed : Date: 

Notes: 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gift  o f 

Thank you card sent : Date: 



LEADING Edge 

Journal of  Partners 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Phone: 

State: Zip: 

Email: 

Letter mailed : Date: 

Notes: 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gif t of 

Thank you card sent : Date: 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Email: 

State: Zip: 

Letter mailed : Date: . 

Notes: 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gif t of 

Thank you  card sent : Date: 
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Journal of  Partners 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 
Email: 

Phone: 

State: Zip: 

Letter mailed : Date: 

Notes: 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gift  o f 

Thank you card sent : Date: 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Email: 

Phone: 

State: Zip: 

Letter mailed : Date: 

Notes:. 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gift o f 

Thank you card sent : Date: 



LEADING Edge 

Journal of  Partners 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Phone: 

State: Zip: 
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Email: 

Letter mailed : Date: 

Notes: 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gift of 

Thank you card sent : Date: 

Name: Phone: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Email: 

Letter mailed : Date: 

Notes: 

Commitments: Prayer Financial gift of 

Thank you card sent: Date: 



Tool 5 
Financial Accounting  Ledger 

Contributor's 
Name 

Amount 
Received 

Date 
Received 

Amount Sent 
to Church 

Date 
Sent 
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Tool 6 
Gaining God 's Heart 

Spending Time  Alone  with  God 

Think back to your first date. Did it go something like this: A guy, sweat y 
hands and all, finally gets enough o f a grip on himself (and the telephone 
receiver) to dial the number. After only three wrong numbers , his nervou s 
fingers dia l the correct combination. H e has wanted to ask the girl out for 
weeks. On the other end, she almost faints at  the sound of his voice 
because she has been waiting fo r him to ask her out for months . 

Then come al l of the details. Where wil l they go? What time? Ho w will 
they get there? What are they going to talk about? Al l of these are 
important questions, bu t number one on the lis t is, "Will they reall y like 
each other?" Everything hinges on that basic relationship . 

Human relationships usuall y develop gradually an d follow a pattern : 

You are attracted to someone . 

You get to know the other person better . 

You establish a  loving, caring relationship with that person . 

You move from one step to the next by spending time with that person . 
The same i s true in your relationship with God. One of the secrets o f all 
growing, dynamic Christians i s that they consistentl y spen d time alon e 
with God . 

At what stage is your relationshi p with God? Do you spend time alone 
with God every day? Do you spend time alone with God on a regular 
basis? Are you getting to know Hi m more and more? Have you already 
developed a  deep love relationship with God? Would you like to learn 
how to have a consistent time alone with God ? 

Remember al l of those detail s from your first date? Going through the 
same kind of detailed planning for your time alone with God will help your 
relationship with Him grow quickly . 

Jesus No  Equal 

Jesus No  Equal  b y Barry St . Clair has been provided to you as a quiet-
time resource to prepare your hear t for the trip. 
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Following are some area s yo u need to consider : 

Choose a  time. 
Schedule a  regular tim e to mee t with the Lor d every day . A good time t o 
meet is first thing i n the morning . Hav e you ever watched an orchestr a 
warm up after a  concert? O r a team pu t together thei r game pla n afte r 
the game? Havin g a n early time with God wil l prepare you to face th e 
day. Jesus often me t with the Fathe r i n the mornin g (Mar k 1:35) , and H e 
is a good example to follow. Afte r a  few weeks, check t o make sure th e 
time you hav e se t is stil l the bes t time for you . 

Choose a  place . 
Find somewhere tha t i s quiet and conducive t o your being able to talk 
with Go d aloud . Ge t away fro m your norma l surroundings s o you wil l no t 
be distracted o r interrupted . Abraha m talke d to God i n the desert , Mose s 
on the mountaintop , an d Danie l i n the quiet o f his room. Wherever yo u 
meet with Go d wil l becom e a  special plac e for you . 

Choose to prepare . 
Your menta l attitude i s important a s you mee t with God . Prepar e t o com e 
to God quietl y an d reverently , bu t also rested and alert . Psalm 46:1 0 
provides some goo d advice: "Be still , and know tha t I  am God. " 

Other Ways  You  Can Prepare 
for Your  Time  Alone with  Cod 

Look to Jesus . 
Instead of worrying abou t the detail s o f your day o r the ba d things tha t 
could happen, le t your firs t thoughts focu s o n Jesus . 

Keep a  "Time Alon e wit h God " notebook . 
We are providin g you with Bibl e Response an d Praye r Action (see Too l 
9, page 37 ) sheets i n this notebook , bu t you ma y need to make som e 
additional photocopie s o r you ca n order a  Time  Alone  with  God 
Notebook fro m 

As you read th e 
Scriptures, record your thoughts, the principles God shows you concerning 
your life , and areas fo r focused prayer . You wil l soon have a  huge sourc e 
of inspiration a s you look bac k an d see how man y thing s God has don e 
as you prepared fo r and participate d i n your trip . 

Don't giv e up . 
If you miss you r time with Go d one morning , don' t worry abou t it . Just try 
your bes t no t to miss the nex t day . 
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Be honest . 
If you feel that your time with God is empty, tel l Him so. Bu t don't quit . 
Ask God to increase your desire to meet with Him . 

Be consistent . 
Some of your times with God will be wonderfully insightful . Others wil l be 
very routine. The way you feel is not always an accurate indicato r o f 
success. Every day that you spend time alone with the Lor d will 
strengthen your relationship with Him, even i f you do not sense th e 
results right away . 

Your ultimate goa l for spending time alone with God should b e to kno w 
Him better—not to become a  whiz at Bible study or set a  record for 
verses memorized o r prayer hours logged. Bibl e study, Scriptur e 
memory, and prayer are all important, bu t they are only steps to 
achieving your mai n goal of developing a  deep love relationship with th e 
Lord. Set your sights on Jesus, and the other spiritua l benefit s will com e 
naturally. 

Keeping a  Journal 
Memories are a wonderful gif t God has given to encourage u s and to 
keep us motivated. Man y o f the great Christian leaders kep t journals. A 
well-kept journal can provide hel p and encouragement no t only for you 
but also for others who migh t one day read i t as well. I t can capture al l 
the joys, excitement , pain , sorrow , needs , challenges , an d commitment s 
that are to be found in walking with Christ . 

Please keep a daily journal. This i s important because i t will allow you to 
remember detail s o f the experience fo r years to come and will help you 
debrief following the trip. I n the years to come as you read your journal , 
you will find yourself encouraged b y the faithfulness o f God and you wil l 
know that the God who has been faithful in the past will continue to do 
so. 

When you return from your trip , your journal wil l prove invaluable . You r 
journal wil l provide you with a wealth o f detailed materia l to draw from as 
you prepare t o share your thoughts and feelings with your church an d 
others. Do not le t this experience en d up as just another experience. Ge t 
it down on paper . The  dullest pencil  is  better than  the  sharpest  mind! 

We have included in this notebook 1 5 pages of "My Dail y Journal" (se e 
Tool 7, page 16) . You may nee d to photocopy these pages in order to 
ensure that you have enough to journal daily during your trip. Of course 
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we want to encourage yo u to go ahead an d ge t in the habi t o f journaling 
now before the trip. You ma y be surprised what Go d wil l teach you a s 
you prepare fo r your trip . 

Here are some hint s you migh t find beneficia l as you mak e entries int o 
your journal. As you write each dail y entry , ask yoursel f the followin g 
questions: 

1. Wha t did I  see o r experience toda y tha t I  could see God' s hand a t 
work? 

2. Wha t did I  learn abou t the peopl e an d place today ? 

3. Wha t did I  learn abou t mysel f today ? 

4. Wha t did I  learn abou t Go d today ? 

5. Wha t are som e incident s o f the day fo r which I  want to thank an d 
praise God ? 

6. Ho w do I  feel about today? Discouraged ? Inspired ? Perplexed ? 
Victorious? 

7. Wha t do I  sense Go d i s saying to m e through m y experiences ? 
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Tool 7 

My Daily  Journal 

Date: _ Location: 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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My Daily  Journal 

Date: Location : 
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Tool 8 
New Friends 

Name: 

Address:. 
City: s t a t e : Z i p : 

Country: p h o n e : 

E-mail: _ 

Name: 
Address: 

City: 
Country: 
E-mail: _ 

Name: _ 
Address: 

City: 
Country: 
E-mail: _ 

Name: _ 
Address: -
City: s t a t e : Z i p : 

Country: P h o n e : 

E-mail: 

State: Zip : 
Phone: 

State: Zip : 
Phone: 
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LEADING Edge 

New Friends 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip : 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip : 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip : 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip : 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip : 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 
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New Friends 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip: . 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip: . 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip : 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip : 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip : 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 
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LEADING Edge 

New Friends 

Name: 
Address: 

City: State : 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: 

Name:. 
Address: 
City: 

State: 

Country: Phone: . 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City:. 
Country: P h o n e : 

E-mail: 

State: 

State: 

Country: P h o n e : 

E-mail: 

State: 

Country: P h o n e : 

E-mail: 
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New Friends 

Name: 
Address: 

City: State : Zip: . 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip: . 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip : 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip : 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State : Zip : 
Country: Phone : 
E-mail: 
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LEADING Edge 

New Friends 

Name: 
Address: 
City: 
Country: 

State: Zip: 
Phone: 

E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip: 
Country: Phone: 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip: 
Country: Phone: 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip: 
Country: Phone: 
E-mail: 

Name: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip: 
Country: Phone: 
E-mail: 
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Tool 9 
Bible Response 

Date: 

Scripture Passage : 

Title: 

Key Verse : 

Summary (Outline) : 

Personal Application : 
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LEADING Edge 

Prayer Action 

Date: 

Praise 
Write one reason to praise the Lord today. 

Thanksgiving 
Write what you are mos t thankful for today . 

Confession 
Write any sin(s ) you need to confess. 

Petition 
Write any need s you have in your lif e today. 

Intercession 
Write the names of people you are prayin g for today an d a phrase 
that expresses you r praye r for each person . 

Name: Prayer : 

Name: Prayer : 
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Bible Response 

Date: 

Scripture Passage : 

Title: 

Key Verse: 

Summary (Outline) : 

Personal Application : 
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LEADING Edge 

Prayer Action 

Date: 

Praise 
Write one reason to praise the Lord today . 

Thanksgiving 
Write what you are most thankful for today . 

Confession 
Write any sin(s ) you need to confess . 

Petition 
Write any need s you have in your life today. 

Intercession 
Write the names of people you are praying for today an d a phrase 
that expresses you r prayer for each person . 

Name: Prayer : 

Name: Prayer : 
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Bible Response 

Date: 

Scripture Passage : 

Title: 

Key Verse : 

Summary (Outline) : 

Personal Application : 
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LEADING Edge 

Prayer Action 

Date: 

Praise 
Write one reason to praise the Lord today . 

Thanksgiving 
Write what you are mos t thankful for today . 

Confession 
Write any sin(s ) you need to confess . 

Petition 
Write any need s you have in your life today. 

Intercession 
Write the names of people you are praying for today an d a phrase 
that expresses you r prayer for each person . 

Name: Prayer : 

Name: Prayer : 
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Bible Response 

Date: 

Scripture Passage : 

Title: 

Key Verse : 

Summary (Outline) : 

Personal Application : 
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LEADING Edge 

Prayer Action 

Date: 

Praise 
Write one reason to praise the Lor d today. 

Thanksgiving 
Write what you are mos t thankful for today . 

Confession 
Write any sin(s ) you need to confess . 

Petition 
Write any needs you have in your life today . 

Intercession 
Write the names of people you are praying for today an d a phrase 
that expresses you r prayer for each person . 

Name: Prayer : 

Name: Prayer : 
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Bible Response 

Date: 

Scripture Passage : 

Title: 

Key Verse : 

Summary (Outline) : 

Personal Application : 
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LEADING Edge 

Prayer Action 

Date: 

Praise 
Write one reason to praise the Lord today . 

Thanksgiving 
Write what you are mos t thankful for today . 

Confession 
Write any sin(s ) you need to confess . 

Petition 
Write any needs you have in your life today . 

Intercession 
Write the names of people you are praying for today an d a phrase 
that expresses you r prayer for each person . 

Name: Prayer : 

Name: Prayer : 
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Bible Response 

Date: 

Scripture Passage : 

Title: 

Key Verse: . 

Summary (Outline) : 

Personal Application : 
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LEADING Edge 

Prayer Action 

Date: 

Praise 
Write one reason to praise the Lord today . 

Thanksgiving 
Write what you are mos t thankful for today . 

Confession 
Write any sin(s ) you need to confess. 

Petition 
Write any need s you have in your lif e today. 

Intercession 
Write the names of people you are praying for today an d a phrase 
that expresses you r prayer for each person . 

Name: Prayer : 

Name: Prayer : 
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Bible Response 

Date: 

Scripture Passage : 

Title: 

Key Verse : 

Summary (Outline) : 

Personal Application : 
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LEADING Edge 

Prayer Action 

Date: 

Praise 
Write one reason to praise the Lor d today. 

Thanksgiving 
Write what you are mos t thankful for today . 

Confession 
Write any sin(s) you need to confess . 

Petition 
Write any needs you have in your life today . 

Intercession 
Write the names of people you are praying for today an d a phras e 
that expresses you r prayer for each person . 

Name: Prayer : 

Name: Prayer : 
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Tool 10 

Skits 
The following shor t skits can be performed to communicate biblica l 
truths. They ca n be excellent tool s to gain attention durin g a n 
evangelistic outreac h o r to challenge believer s of al l ages. Us e them a s 
they ar e written o r adjus t the m t o sui t you r need s o r you r audience . 

Masks 

> Characters: 
Girl Boyfrien d 
Beggerwoman Rebe l 
Religious Ma n Jesu s 

>Props Needed: 
Two chair s 
The following nam e tags (bi g enough to be read)-Charity , Religiou s 

Man, Boyfriend , Rebel , Jesu s 
A Bibl e 
Some coin s 
Religious paraphernalia , i.e . scepter, bi g cross, mite r (pope' s hat) , 

big Bibl e 
A flowe r 
Walkman/radio 

>-Action 
Drama open s wit h Gir l sitting in her house . Sh e hears a  knock on th e 
door and look s through the peephole . Seein g the Beggarwoman , sh e 
goes to a spot on the stag e that wil l hol d an imaginary ba g of masks . 
She mime s putting o n a  mask tha t shows pity . She opens the door to the 
Beggarwoman, who enters the house . They hav e a  short exchang e 
where th e gir l gives he r some coins . When the Beggarwoma n leaves , 
the Gir l takes of f the mask an d puts i t in the imaginar y bag . 

The second perso n to knock on the door i s the Religiou s Man . H e ca n 
be a pries t and go through th e religious ritual s appropriate fo r the cultur e 
viewing this drama. When h e knocks , again the Gir l peeps through th e 
hole i n the door an d put s on a somber imaginar y mas k befor e openin g 
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LEADING Edge 
the door for the Religious Man . The Gir l should appea r trying t o 
appease him by fawning great interes t in the Bibl e or by kissing th e 
cross. When the Religiou s Ma n leaves, the Gir l takes of f her imaginar y 
mask and puts i t in the bag . 

The third visitor i s the Boyfriend , who knocks on the door with a  flower 
in his hand. The Girl , seeing the Boyfrien d through the peephole, put s 
on a smiling imaginary mas k before opening the door to him. They hav e 
a brief exchange during which he gives he r the flower and checks hi s 
watch to discover h e must leave. After the imaginary doo r is shut, the 
Girl removes he r happy mask to display a forlorn face . 

During the drama, the Girl should get increasingly sa d or angry. Th e 
audience shoul d see that she is making a dishonest exchang e with eac h 
person and is becoming increasingl y frustrated . 

The fourth visitor i s the Rebel . The Rebe l knocks on the door and is 
bearing a  walkman/radio. Th e Gir l checks the peephole , discovers the 
Rebel, and places an imaginary tough-looking mas k on her face. Upo n 
entering, the Rebel involves the Gir l in several actions tha t can be 
mimed. They can drink, dance, smoke, and listen to music. After the 
exchange, the Rebel leaves, and the Gir l removes he r mas k to show a n 
empty, sad expression . 

The las t visitor i s Jesus. When H e knocks the Gir l tries to ignore the 
sound being tired of all the dishonest interchanges . Finall y she peek s 
through the peephole and hurries to put on the charity mas k befor e 
letting Jesus in . During the exchange with Jesus, the Gir l puts on each 
of the previous masks . Jesus takes each mask off her and breaks it . He 
refuses her coins of charity, her religious acts , her coy flirting, and her 
offer of alcohol. Eac h time she tries to satisfy Hi m with a  mask, she 
points to the mask for Hi s approval. H e shakes His head and points to 
her heart instead, mimin g that she should give Hi m her heart . 

When al l the masks that the Gir l tried have bee n broken by Jesus an d 
He continues to point to her heart, she seems to decide to give her hear t 
to Him. When she tries to pull i t out i t hurts so she turns away from Chris t 
and blocks Him from her heart. At the same time, He stretches out Hi s 
arms as i f He were on a cross. When H e is fully stretched out, she see s 
Him, is moved by His sacrifice, and pulls the hear t out painfully . As she 
places i t in His hand, Hi s outstretched han d joins hers to show that He 
receives it . She sees He is alive, and they embrace . Ta Da ! 
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Sin 
>Characters: 

Satan 
Everyman 
Old Woma n 

Drugged Frien d 
Government 
Jesus 

> Props  Needed: 
A box bi g enough fo r someone t o stand i n 
Signs showing the following name s fo r each character-Satan , 

Charity, Drugs , Government , Jesu s 
Sunglasses 
Coins 
Something tha t looks like drugs (vitamins , rolled cigarettes ) 
A red flag 
Bible 

>Action 
The drama open s with an empty stage . Sata n enters wearin g 
sunglasses an d carrying a  box tha t is labeled "sin. " He sneak s to the 
center o f the stage, looking around for a victim. Everyma n enters an d 
walks across the stag e as i f to exit on the other side . Everyma n i s 
stopped b y Satan , who gesture s fo r him to come closer . 

Satan begin s a n exchange wit h Everyman , tryin g to get him to get int o 
the box . At first Everyman i s resistant. After muc h persuasion , 
Everyman make s sur e no one i s watching an d put s only hi s finger i n the 
box. He should show what pleasur e i t is to dip hi s finger i n the box . Afte r 
more urgin g from Satan , Everyma n put s mor e o f hi s hand, then his arm , 
and finally he steps int o the box . H e is so preoccupied wit h the fun h e i s 
having i n the box , he does no t see Satan exi t laughing a t his victim. Afte r 
a minute o f playing i n the box , Everyma n trie s to get out, bu t he i s stuck . 
He looks around fo r Satan who i s gone . 

The nex t par t of the drama involve s Everyman' s exchange s with thre e 
characters. Eac h time h e tries to get of the box bu t cannot . 

The Ol d Woman crosses i n front o f the box within reac h of Everyman . 
Everyman mime s tha t he wil l try to give money t o the old woman an d 
that wil l get him ou t of the box . The Ol d Woman i s startled whe n 
Everyman grabs he r and gives her coins. Sh e leaves withou t helpin g 
him out of the box . 

The Drugged Frien d enters , quit e drugged . Everyma n mime s tha t he i s 
stuck i n the box and asks fo r help . The Drugge d Frien d pull s out hi s 
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LEADING Edge 
supply as a solution. Everyma n tries the drugs an d gets stoned bu t stil l 
is stuck in the box . 

Next enters the Government with hi s red flag waving. H e has a big smile 
on his face and marches around. Everyman mimes his predicament an d 
asks for help . The Government give s him the flag and shows him how to 
put a big smile on his face. After trying to get out, Everyma n finds tha t 
he is stil l stuck. 

Throughout the drama Everyma n should get mor e and mor e frustrate d 
and finally despondent . 

Jesus enters carrying a  Bible. Everyman, seein g Jesus, tries to hid e 
the word "sin" on the box . Realizing that Jesus can see his sin , 
Everyman mime s to Jesus tha t he is stuck. He mimes al l the ways tha t 
he tried to get out of the box. Jesus show s him the Words in the Bibl e 
and asks Everyman to give Him his heart. Everyma n pray s with Jesus. 
After their prayer , Jesus offers His hand to help Everyma n step out of 
the box. He exits the box easily and embraces Jesus . (You can hav e 
words spoken during the exchange with Jesus. Bibl e verses can be 
read.) 
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Tool 11 

Vision Session 

The purpos e o f the Vision Sessio n i s to 
• Debrief  the  trip . 
• Envision  th e future . 

During this importan t day o f reflection an d planning , you wil l walk throug h 
a process . Yo u wil l reflec t on and summarize what you hav e experience d 
so far. Then you wil l create a n Action Pla n for this nex t yea r for you r 
home, school , an d church. This i s designed a s a  "solo" experience . Yo u 
will have the opportunity t o be alone with God , to quietly an d thoroughl y 
think abou t these importan t issues . 

Prayerfully pursu e thi s process . As you do , God wil l reveal Hi s specifi c 
and unique pla n for you on the basis of these promises fro m Hi s Word . 

However, as  it  is  written;  "no  eye has  seen,  no  ear  has  heard,  no 
mind has  conceived  what  God  has  prepared  for  those  who  love 
him (1  Corinthians  2:9). 

Now to  him who  is  able  to  do immeasurably  more  than  all  we ask 
or imagine, according  to  his power  that  is  at  work  within  us,  to 
him be  glory  in  the church  and  in  Christ  Jesus  throughout  all 
generations, forever  and  ever!  Amen  (Ephesians  3:20-21). 

Take 1 5 minutes to meditat e on these verses and how the y appl y t o yo u 
regarding thi s trip. Write you r reflections below . 
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LEADING Edge 

Debrief of  the  Leading  Edge  Trip 
(60 minutes) 

>Part 1  — General Summary  (2 0 minutes ) 
Reflecting on the trip, describe each of the following i n detail . 

1. Th e highlight of the trip : 

2. Th e most difficult experience on the trip: 

3. On e thing you learned about yourself : 

4. On e thing you learned about a friend: 

5. On e thing you learned about the culture : 

6. On e thing you learned about God : 
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>Part 2—Focused  Experiences  (40 minutes ) 
The 7  leadership qualitie s o f Jesus have been the focus o f the trip. The y 
are designed to help you becom e a  "spiritual influencer" . Reflec t on eac h 
of the seven leadershi p qualitie s an d write down specificall y wha t yo u 
had the opportunity t o pu t into practic e with each one . 

1. Matur e i n intimacy with God through quie t time, journaling , 
and Scripture memor y 

2. Trus t Go d fo r financia l need s 

3. Lov e others with Christ-lik e compassio n 

4. Lea d as a  servan t 

5. Strengthe n persona l relationshi p an d small group leadershi p 
abilities 

6. Communicat e th e gospe l effectivel y 

7. Creat e a  vision for lif e and ministr y 
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LEADING Edge 

Action Plan 
(60 minutes) 

This action plan will serve as your guide for what you will do to lead 
when you return home. I t will give you your own unique an d special pla n 
for what God wants to do in and through you in your home, a t your 
church, and in your school . 

The Action Pla n is built around the 7 leadership qualities of Jesus tha t 
you have experienced on the trip . 

1. Matur e in intimacy with God through quie t time, journaling, 
and Scripture memor y 

2. Trus t God for financial need s 
3. Lov e others with Christ-like compassio n 
4. Lea d as a servan t 
5. Strengthe n persona l relationshi p an d small group leadershi p 

abilities 
6. Communicat e th e gospel effectivel y 
7. Creat e a vision for life and ministr y 

You are a leader! Through thi s experience Go d has been preparing yo u 
for leadership. No w i t is time to step up to the plate and plan to lead . 

Pray this prayer as you begin . 

Lord Jesus, show  me  Your  specific and  unique  plan  for  me this 
next year in  my home, at  my church, and  in  my school. 
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Now write your plan to lead . Apply a t least one o f these seve n leadershi p 
qualities to your home, your school , an d your church . B e very specifi c 
and realistic . Mak e each actio n measurable . Really , what do you wan t 
the Lor d to do through yo u now tha t you are bac k from the trip ? 

Home 

Church 

Tool 1 1 | 59 



School 

Close your time by reviewing what you have written. As you review, pra y 
your notes out loud asking God to give you the strength an d courage t o 
carry out these plans . 
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Group Affirmation 
(30 minutes) 

During this time explai n you r plan i n detai l to one other person . Writ e 
below hi s helpfu l insight s to improv e you r leadership plan . 

Close i n prayer. Pra y fo r each other , askin g Go d t o make you the leade r 
He has designed yo u to b e - a  leader lik e Jesus, tha t reflects Hi m i n 
every way . 
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