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F O R E W O R D 

"Times are changing with morals in decay, 
Human rights have made the wrongs OK 

Something's missing, And if your asking me 
I think that something is G 0 D ! 

We gotta get back to the principles found in the Word 
A little G OD coul d be society's cure 

From the state that we're in 
'Cause again we're slippin' 

So pray for America 'cause time is tickin'" 
(from the DC TALK song, "Socially Acceptable") 

Oh yes , m y brothers an d sisters ! It's gettin' kinda hecti c 
out there . To o muc h o f th e "me " an d no t enoug h o f th e 
"we". Consequentl y we'r e movin g farthe r awa y from  th e 
G O D everyday , an d strif e i s taking over . Racism, broke n 
homes, an d kid s wh o ar e findin g comfor t and trut h i n a 
declining moral climate. What's worse is that there are very 
few alternatives fo r us. The message s tha t ar e sen t ou t via 
the mas s media quench ever y desire a person probably ha s 
except fo r one: understanding pure , unconditiona l love , o r 
more precisely, knowing Jesus Chris t 

My brother , Barr y St.Clair , is,  however , providin g a n 
alternative. He's showing how not only to stay out of the mix 
of society's craziness, but how to transfer that God-centere d 
love ove r to your friends.  Taking  Your  Campus for Christ  is 
great becaus e i t provides peopl e lik e you an d m e wit h a n 
alternative, a  way to live in our confusing world an d yet no t 
lose our desire to love. 

Barry St.Clai r i s on e o f those yout h minister s wh o ha s 
dared t o stay on the edge with both hi s head an d his hear t 
For 20 years he has made students his life; talked to  us and 
not at us; for 20 years he has given us an alternative . 

In Taking  Your  Campus for Christ,  Barry come s straigh t 
on, explicit Fact s not fiction is what you'll find in this boo k 
'cause Barry takes us back to the Word. Barry tells us how 
to bring those around us to the G 0 D , shows us how he ha s 
seen God work time and time again, and gives steps on how 
to be generous with our knowledge and love for Christ 

Barry St.Clair has got it going on...plain and simple . 
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"You got a gift and you best start usin' it 
'Cause if you don't, you're gonna start losin' it 

Just like the brother who buried i t deep 
The task was simple but the price was steep 
We got a mission while we're on this earth 

We need to tell people T)out our second birt h 
Get busy like a school boy makin' an A 

'Cause time, my brother, is tickin' away." 
(from the DC TALK song, "Time Is...") 

Toby McKeehan, DC TALK 
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OUR HOPE S AN D DREAM S FO R YO U 

We had to write this book! 

Sensing a mighty movement o f God just around th e corner , 
we felt like we had to let you to know our hopes and dream s 
for your generation. 

We believe tha t Go d want s to tap you o n the shoulder , ge t 
you to look Him in the face, and then challenge you with the 
power of the Gospel—not only for yourself, but also for your 
friends an d your school . 

The first  Bibl e verse I  learne d afte r I became a  Christia n 
was Romans 1:16. 

I am  not  ashamed of  the Gospel,  because  it is  the power 
of God for the  salvation of  everyone who believes. 

This verse is our hope and dream for you. W e hope you will 
experience s o much o f the power o f God i n your life that i t 
will cause you not to be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ We 
dream that you will boldly proclaim Him to your friends  an d 
your school so that many will come to know Jesus Chris t 

Our hope and dream is that you will be like Todd. 

Entering the sixt h grad e a s a  new student i n a  school with 
over 1,70 0 students , h e hardl y kne w anyone . Bu t h e di d 
have a  desir e fo r people t o experienc e Chris t like he had . 
The first  wee k h e cam e to "Se e You A t The Pole " to pray . 
Twenty student s showe d up . So di d the principa l who tol d 
them the y could no t pray a t school. The y continued acros s 
the street . The y wante d t o kee p meeting . A  Christia n 
teacher let them us e her classroom. They did this for sever-
al week s unti l th e principa l brok e u p thi s meetin g too . 
Undaunted, th e student s me t outsid e aroun d som e picni c 
tables. The y were determined to pray for their friends. 
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And the y wante d t o reac h thei r friends  fo r Chris t too . S o 
they decide d t o invit e their friends  t o a  pancake breakfas t 
The da y arrived . The smel l o f bacon an d pancake s wa s i n 
the air . But no one came . Discouraged, they al l sat down to 
eat A  few minutes late r fifteen  "skaters " storme d in . They 
ate, then listened as these students told about their persona l 
experience wit h Jesus . Th e girlfrien d o f on e o f Todd' s 
friends accepte d Chris t No w they have a pancake breakfast 
every month. 

Because o f thei r desir e an d determination , b y th e nex t 
year... 

• 4 0 students came to "See You At The Pole". 
• A  new Christian principal gave them suppor t 
• A  campus clu b ha d begu n wit h a  pla n t o reac h thei r 

friends fo r Christ 
• Tod d had le d his uncle to Christ Peopl e in the family 

had talke d t o hi s uncl e fo r years, bu t t o n o avail . Bu t 
God used Todd to reach his uncle. 

• Thre e more of Todd's friends came to Christ as a result 
of Todd sharing Christ with them. 

If Go d ca n us e a  littl e sixt h grade r t o unleas h "th e 
power o f God," then certainl y He ca n us e you ! 

For the Todds of this world, we have written dow n what we 
believe i s essentia l fo r God t o us e yo u t o influenc e you r 
friends an d you r schoo l fo r the glor y o f Jesus Chris t W e 
believe tha t th e tota l effec t of wha t Go d wil l d o i n yo u 
and other s like you will resul t in "the power of the Gospel " 
bringing your generation to Him. 

We hop e an d drea m tha t Go d wil l us e yo u an d you r 
generation t o fulfil l the Grea t Commission . 

Please know that many people are praying for you. An d we 
love you. 

Barry and Keith 
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S T E V E ' S S T O R Y 

Lanier was a school in turmoil. Recentl y we had undergon e 
mandatory desegregation. Sever e racial tension hung in the 
air. Ou r publi c schoo l syste m wa s on e o f thre e i n th e 
nation tha t separate d th e boy s an d girl s int o differen t 
schools. That was because of the problems we were having . 
The junio r hig h wa s mad e u p o f 8th - an d 9th-grad e stu -
dents, with man y o f the eighth-grader s alread y ol d enoug h 
to drive their own cars. 

How was I supposed to fit into the mess at school? I had a 
big problem. I  really wanted to have the same kind of excit-
ing relationship with Jesus a s some high schoo l kid s I  ha d 
met during the summer . A s much a s I  wanted t o give m y 
life to Jesus, th e fea r of standing alon e a t schoo l kep t m e 
walking th e fence . I  had on e foo t i n the yout h meeting s 
and on e foo t i n th e world . Once , on e o f m y buddie s a t 
school said he'd heard I  was going to a Bible study. I  felt so 
embarrassed tha t I  swore and told him I was going for the 
girls. 

The turning point cam e during a Christmas retreat Ou t 
under a tree, between the meetings, I  asked the Lord to for-
give m y sins an d tak e contro l o f my life . I  made a  solem n 
commitment t o g o bac k t o schoo l an d rais e m y fla g for 
Jesus. I  wanted to try to win our campus for Christ 

When I  returned th e nex t Monday, I immediately experi -
enced Christ' s supernatura l powe r i n giving me a  boldnes s 
I'd never had before. Ou r class had been divide d into small 
"rap" groups that met with the school counselor , Mr . Duck. 
He was one o f those middle-aged me n who tried t o be coo l 
with th e kids . H e aske d u s wha t w e ha d don e ove r 
Christmas. I  stoo d u p and said , " I accepted Jesus int o m y 
life and I want each of you to do it too!" 

He responded , "Youn g man, Christianit y i s a  crutch fo r 
the weak." Even though I  didn't know how to reply, I stood 
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my ground in the newly discovered power of the Holy Spirit 

I ha d decide d t o mak e a  Ten Mos t Wanted lis t I  wrote 
down th e name s o f m y te n bes t friend s tha t I  wanted t o 
bring t o Chris t Withi n tw o months , nin e ou t o f te n ha d 
accepted Chris t The y bega n t o rov e th e hall s wit h m e 
sharing th e Good News of Jesus Christ . 

The tent h perso n o n my list wa s a black studen t name d 
Roy. Ro y was the clas s clown, and frankly, I held hi m unti l 
last because I wasn't sure how he would react Whe n I final-
ly did ge t u p the nerv e t o shar e wit h him , he interrupte d 
me halfway throug h an d said, "Now hold i t Steve. Don' t g o 
too far with this. I'v e seen i t ruin many a man." 

Two year s later , w e wer e bac k togethe r i n th e sam e 
homeroom. On e da y he turne d aroun d an d sa w my Bible . 
"Is that The Living Bible?" 

I replied, "Sure, why don' t yo u take it? I n fact, why don't 
you come to our meeting tonight?" 

Roy walked two miles in the rain to come to that meeting . 
At th e end , h e knel t wit h m e t o accep t Jesus . Th e nex t 
morning h e announce d t o th e class , "You'r e lookin g a t a 
new Roy. M y main man , Steve, took me to Bible Study las t 
night and I accepted Jesus. " 

Looking back o n what Go d did , I  found some importan t 
elements to taking our campus for Christ. 

1.) Ou r leader s calle d for us t o take the challenge . 
They exposed us to joyful, free Christianity. Most Christians 
I had met looked like they had drunk prune juice before 
they came to church. But our leaders glowed with a crazy 
joy that made Christ attractive to us. 

But the y wer e no t th e typica l "cookie s an d kool-aid " 
types. The requiremen t to enter a  discipleship group was to 
share th e Gospe l wit h a t leas t on e perso n a  day, an d the n 
report on it They asked us to memorize a lengthy portion of 
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Scripture, usuall y 10-1 2 verses a  week. They taught u s th e 
"how to's" of the Christian life . They taught u s how to pray, 
read th e Bible , an d ho w t o experienc e th e fullnes s of th e 
Spirit Al l of us relished the challenge . 

2.) We banded togethe r for prayer. Becaus e the princi-
pal was so thrilled a t the difference he saw on our campus, 
he allowed us to have our own conference room to meet in 
the mornings to pray. W e prayed every day before school. 
We prayed for each other and we prayed for our friends who 
needed Chris t 

3.) W e witnessed boldl y and aggressively . W e shared 
the good news of Christ with every student in our school! 
We felt it was our responsibility to see that every student 
had the chance to receive or reject Christ W e used both 
creative and reckless tactics in witnessing. Fo r example, I 
was the sports editor for the school paper. I  wrote a frill col-
umn in every issue on how to know Jesus. Durin g a school 
dance, we felt such a burden for the lost kids there that dur-
ing the band's break, w e grabbed the microphone, and 
shared the Gospel. W e had four people receive Christ! 

I discovered something at Lanier: Onc e one person raise s 
his flag for Jesus, a whole bunch of others will come out of 
the closet W e began a junior high Bible study in my living 
room. Withi n two months we were averaging over 60 kids. 
By the end of that year, you could not walk down the hall of 
our school without seeing about every third student carry-
ing a Bible on top of his books. 

If you wil l tak e you r stan d fo r Christ, an d radicall y lov e 
your friends,  the n Jesu s wil l use yo u t o tak e you r campu s 
for Christ 

(This is the story of Steve Scoggins, from Macon, Georgia.) 
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C H A P T E R i 

Totally Out of Sight 

"Image i s everything " says Andre Agassi 

hen you look at the mirror, 
how do you see yourself ? 

Describe yourself in 4 words: 

1 3 

2 4 

When you walk through th e doo r a t school tomorrow , 
how do you think other people look a t you? 

Describe how you think they see you in 4 words: 

1 3 

2 4 

If you coul d chang e two things about the way you se e 
yourself, and two tilings  about the way others see you, 
what would they be? 

Myself 

1 2 
Others 

1 2 



SOLVE THIS RIDDLE: 

What can you see that  can't be seen 

as already seen so  that it can be seen? 

Oh wow! What does that mean? An architect knows. He pic-
tures in his mind what no one else has seen. After he draw s 
it out on paper, he turns his drawing into reality. 

ANSWER TO THE RIDDLE: 
Dream/Imagination. 

God wants to do more in and through you on your 
campus than you can see or imagine now! 

Stretching your imaginatio n t o th e max , what i s th e 
greatest thin g you ca n possibl y imagin e Go d 
doing through you on your campus? 

Describe that in one sentence. 

Check out what He did through one studen t 

Because of  my  parents'  divorce,  I  rebelled  and 
chunked it  all. Raised in the black ghetto, I got into drugs 
when I was  nine. When  I moved  to an Hispanic ghetto, I 
got into  a  gang called,  The  Devil's  Children."  In  my 
school 60% of the kids  were  black,  39% were Hispanic, 
and 1%  were white. The  blacks  would chant: "We  want 
black power." The Hispanics: "We  want Chicano  power." 
The whites: "We want out of here." 

Then the  pastor of a small  church  drove by the school 
one day.  He  prayed,  "Lord,  would  You  give  me  that 
school?" The Lord responded: "I've  given it  to you. Go  tell 
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the principal." 
What God  didn't tell  him was  that  the  principal was 

an atheist  The  principal said  to  him: 'Kids  are  getting 
busted, smoking  marijuiana,  carrying  guns.  .  .  .What 
can you do for this  school?" 

The Pastor said, "Nothing.  But Jesus can." 
Finally the  principal relented.  "I'll  give you 30  min-

utes for an  assembly " 
The pastor replied:  "The Lord told me I could have an 

hour." 
In the  assembly I jumped up  and mocked:  "Here I am, 

Jesus. Save  me.  Change  me." The  pastor invited  every-
one to  a  meeting  that  night.  At  5  'o  clock Delores, the 
Pretty girl next  door,  invited me  to  go. I  said,  "I've  had 
enough of  that religious  garbage." She smiled this  really 
pretty smile, so I said I'd go. I sat with  my friends. We  set 
off firecrackers. And we  did everything  else we could to 
disrupt. At  the  end  100  people  went  forward to  accept 
Christ. I wanted out of there. 

The black guy who was talking to Delores began to talk 
to me. I thought he would say: "You wicked little Mexican 
punk...robbing, raping,  and  stealing...."  Instead,  he 
said, "Jacob,  no  matter  what  you've  done,  Jesus Christ 
can forgive you and change your life." 

That night  I said, "God  if You are real, change me." 
Right there  the  Lord  brought  a  scene  to  my  mind:  I 

saw my  dad dragging me to a bar when I was nine. After 
beating up  the  man  who  was  with  my  mom,  he  said, 
"Look at your mom.  She's  a  whore."  In  that  moment, 
when I  received  Jesus, all the  hatred disappeared  that I 
had for both  of my parents. 

I knew  Jesus  had  changed  me  when  I  went  to  Mr. 
Cheesman. In the  seventh grade I had stood right in front 
of him and  gave him the  finger. Now I was asking him to 
forgive me. 

During the  next week 1,000 students gave their lives to 
Jesus at our  school. A room  was designated where teach-
ers could send students who  were  interested in knowing 
Christ. All day long the room was filled. 

One thousand  kids  met  every  morning  before  school. 
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One morning  we  took  up  the  drugs  that  kids  were  no 
longer using. The pastor took a trash bag full to  the prin-
cipal. He kept saying, 7  can't  believe it. * And he  gave his 
life to Christ right there. Our entire school changed.1 

Just a s He change d Jacob's life and school , the Lor d ha s 
made a  promis e t o you tha t H e wil l d o th e sam e throug h 
you! 

Discover Ephes ian s 3 :20 -21 . Summariz e wha t 
you think God's promise is to you. 

Already God is working! 
God want s 

to use you beyond you r 
wildest imaginatio n 

to change your generation ! 

Around the world: 

Seventy percent  of  all of  the progress in evangelizing 
the world has happened, since 1900; 70% of that has hap-
pened since World  War II. And 70%  of that has happened 
in the last three years! 

What a fantastic time in history to be alive! 

On the campus: 

Two million young people gathered to pray at"See You 
At The  Pole." That was the largest prayer meeting in his-
tory! Six  thousand  students  have  come  to Christ  on the 
campuses in Wichita,  Kansas in one year. 

Through peopl e like you: 
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Take my  friend, Brandon,  whose  school  refused  to 
allow "See You  At The  Pole." Brandon went  to  the flag-
Pole, stood alone, and  prayed.  The  next  year the  school 
allowed "See  You At The  Pole"  and about  75  students 
gathered to pray because of Brandon's influence. 

TAKE THE CHALLENGE 

You may be thinking.. . 
• "I' m no t goin g t o yell , 'Jesu s saves ' ove r th e schoo l 

intercom." 
• "I'v e never even prayed out loud before." 
• "I' m not up for this. I hate challenges. " 
• "Beside s nobody I know gives a rip about God." 

This isn' t abou t chargin g th e gate s o f hel l with a  squir t 
gun. Bu t i t i s abou t wha t Go d want s t o d o i n an d throug h 
you with your friends on your campus. 

What is it going to take for you to make a radical differ-
ence on your campus? 

From Joh n 1 :35-4 2 writ e dow n wha t yo u thin k 
John is saying to you about that 

When Jesu s talke d t o John an d Andrew , He aske d the m 
this incredibly simple question: "What do you want?" 

Jesus cut s throug h al l o f the balone y an d get s dow n t o 
the rea l mea t o f th e matter . H e goe s straigh t t o thei r 
motives. 

WHAT DO YOU WANT? 
Isn't that a great question? Why don't you answer it for 

yourself? I  mean, i f you coul d hav e anything , do anything , 
be anyone : 
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John an d Andre w coul d se e 
God's point of view. God wants you to see 
same point of view so you can make a 
difference on your campus 

COME WITH JESUS 

John an d Andrew wanted t o come with Jesus, so the y 
asked Him, "Where are You staying?" And what does He tell 
them? (v . 39) 

Where i s He going? They don' t have a clue! But they ar e 
so fascinated  with Him that they will follow Him anywhere . 

"the SACRIFICE  pAR T 1  d o N ' T MInd,  as  LOng  AS  i 
DOn't HAve  TO  give  up  My  stereo / car / SPORTS,  TV, 

oR time!" 
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Discover how Jesus described it in Matthew 16:24 . 

l b "deny " means we have to make choices. 

CD CHOICE S ABOUT "STUFF 

To come with Jesus, you give it all to Him. What specific, 
practical decisions do you need to make about your stuff? 

—How you spend your money? 

—The way you spend your time? 

—What you do with your possessions? 

CHOICES ABOUT WHAT OTHER PEOPLE HAVE 
DONE TO YOU. 

To com e wit h Jesus mean s tha t yo u tos s your ol d bag -
gage tha t othe r peopl e have given t o you t o carry . Chec k 
below the baggage you need to drop off? 

your parents' divorce 
breaking up with your boyfriend/girlfriend 
a friend who has turned his/her back on you 
abusive parent s 
other 

CHOICES YOU HAVE MADE. 

To come to Jesus, we turn ou r backs on our old attitude s 
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and actions . Decid e whic h o f these yo u nee d t o tur n you r 
back on . 

• drinkin g •  se x 
• drug s •  cheatin g 
• ba d language •  disrespec t for parents 
• othe r 

Every morning  my  daughter,  Katie, leaves  for school 
with a  very  heavy  backpack,  a  duffle  bag,  a  couple  of 
changes of  clothes,  a  pocketbook,  and  other  stuff  She 
walks to  the car doubled over from the  weight. The physi-
cally loaded-down feeling that  Katie has  may be  the way 
you feel  spiritually.  From  some  of  the choices you have 
made, or  others  have  made  for you,  you  feel weighted 
down. 

GOOD NEWS! 

Jesus mad e you a  promis e i n Matthew 11:28-29 . 
What does this promise mean to you? 

»*You ca n unloa d i t al l when yo u com e with Jesus! Ask 
Jesus to take the load you are carrying now. 

Jesus, I give the  baggage of these choices, to you: 

1 

2 

3 

I releas e thes e t o You. I  don' t wan t t o carr y thes e any -
more. 
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SPEND TIME WITH JESUS 

John an d Andrew took Jesus up on His invitation. John 1:3 9 
says, "S o the y went...an d spen t th e da y wit h Him. " The y 
dropped what they were doing. They weren't too busy. They 
gave Him their undivided attention . 

How muc h o f your undivide d attentio n doe s Jesus get ? 
Let's take a quiz and find out Mar k your answers below. 

How many hours a week do you spend: 
* playin g Nintendo *  havin g a Quiet Time 
* watchin g TV •  attendin g youth group 
* talkin g on the phone it  talkin g to God 

How many can you quote word for word: 
• son g lyrics from the radio 
• Bibl e verses 

How much money do you spend each month on: 
O clothe s 
O tith e and other money spent on "God's stuff 

Total up the numbers in each column and see for yourself 
A amoun t of time and money on "my stuff 
A amoun t of time and money on "God's stuff 

Pretty revealing , huh ? Bu t i f you ar e goin g t o tak e th e 
challenge to make a difference on your campus, then i t sure 
helps to get an honest grasp on what grabs your attention. 

Now, let's think abou t how you can begin to shift your 
resources fro m "you r s tuf f t o "God' s stuff. " Any ideas ? 
Right no w as k Go d wha t H e woul d lik e yo u t o do . Writ e 
down what He shows you. 

Two thoughts in case you weren't sure what to write: 
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1.) Begin a 15- to 30-minute time with God every day. 
2.) Start to meet with one or two friends at school to pray. 

(Later o n we wil l show you ho w to do these s o you wil l be 
successful at them.) 

Doing these two things will mean you are spending more 
time with God everyday. 

"The greatest thing anyone can do for God and for man 
is to pray. It is not the only thing. But it is the chief thing. 
The grea t peopl e o f the eart h toda y ar e th e peopl e wh o 
pray. I  d o no t mea n thos e wh o tal k abou t prayer ; no r 
those wh o sa y the y believ e in prayer ; no r yet those wh o 
can explai n abou t prayer ; bu t I  mea n thos e peopl e wh o 
take tim e t o pray . I F THE Y HAV E NO T TIME.. . I T 
MUST B E TAKEN FRO M SOMETHIN G ELSE. " (S.D . 
Gordon) 

«*Will yo u tak e th e challeng e t o giv e you r undivide d 
attention to the Lord? 

Lord Jesus, I give my undivided attention to  You. 
I want to  change the way I use my time by: 

I want to  change the way I use my possessions by: 

I want to  change the way I use my money by: 

I wan t m y attentio n t o focu s o n Yo u an d You r 
purposes for me and my friends at school. 
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BRING PEOPLE TO JESUS 

After Andrew an d Joh n cam e t o Jesus an d afte r they ha d 
spent tim e wit h Him , the y wante d al l o f thei r rela -
tives and friends to know Him. So what was "the first 
thing" Andrew did? (verse 41) 

Most young Christians , unlik e Andrew an d John , ge t 
uptight abou t "letting their light shine" outside th e church . 
What ar e you r to p three fear s about telling your friends  a t 
school about Jesus? Why do you feel that way? 

iVe juST  GOT  To GET LOOK,,,  thiS  TAkeS 
OVER MY FeAR  OF  A  LOT  OF  COurage 

witnessing. 72 3 SHARE MY FAITH, 

So,what DO  you  SAY: 
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FEAR FEElIN G 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

To begi n t o tur n you r fea r to faith  examin e thes e Bibl e 
verses. 

What does Jesus tel l you the mission i s in Matthe w 
28:19? 

What two gifts does Jesus give us to take on the mis-
sion? (See verses 18 and 20.) 

(1) 

(2) 

Why di d H e giv e you thos e tw o gifts? To take th e pres -
sure off! ! Now you don' t hav e t o rel y o n your ow n ability , 
your own words, your own faith. You have His authority, His 
presence! What els e d o you need ? Nothing ! No w you ca n 
relax abou t "taking your campus. " It's not your job. It's Hi s 
job. He just wants to use your body to get the job done. 

That means you don't have to be nervous about what you 
will sa y t o people , o r focu s on yoursel f an d ho w you ar e 
coming across . Instead , yo u ca n focu s on th e presenc e o f 
Jesus wh o live s i n you , and le t His power work t o chang e 
your friends and your school. 

My son,  Scott,  goes  to the  university.  He  is  the  only 
Christian in  his  fraternity, although  he  meets  with  a 
group of Christiansweekly He has taken a stand for Jesus 
Christ without  condemning  his  friends. Once  some guys 
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in his fraternity asked  Scott what he was going to do with 
his future. He  said, "I  want to  be a medical  missionary." 
They said, "Oh,  you're getting your brownie  points with 
God." Scott's reply: "I  don't need any brownie points with 
God. I've got all I need. But He  has changed my We and I 
would like  to  tell  you about  it  sometime."  They  invited 
him to  their room and they  talked about Jesus for over  an 
hour! 

God wants to use you like that on your campus. If you ar e 
willing to take th e challenge , the n w e wil l sho w t o ho w t o 
make a difference. 

* * * * * 

I take the challenge to take my campus for Christ 

Signed 

NOW GET READY TO HELP HURTING FRIENDS 

1. Jacob Aranza's story i s quoted from the videotape, "Turning Your 
Campus Right Side Up." 

2. George Oti s Jr. National and International Religion Report, 199 3 
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C H A P T E R 2 

Completely Lacking 

• 

"I'm paranoid. I do this and I do that 
I can buy anything I want I  can have anything I want 

but I'm still not happy. 
I wonder why I'm not happy?" 

Eddie Murphy 

Tomorrow yo u wil l stan d o n a  cafeteri a tabl e an d 
announce tha t you hav e the answe r t o everyones ' prob -

lems. Anyone who wants t o talk abou t how Jesus ca n giv e 
them lif e will be welcome to talk t o you afte r lunch. I f you 
did that what do you think would happen? 

• Peopl e would beg for forgiveness including the teache r 
who put you in detention yesterday. 

• Yo u would get hit in the eye with a chicken fajita. 
• A  heath class representative would hand you a condom. 
• Peopl e would cal l you a  "weirdo Jesus freak"  an d labe l 

you a danger to society. 
• Peopl e would stay and listen respectfully. 
What percentag e o f the student s a t your schoo l d o yo u 

think are interested in hearing about God? 
Circle the percentage you estimate is correct 

0% 10 % 20 % 30 % 40 % 50 % 60 % 70 % 80 % 90 % 100 % 

What d o you think i s the majo r reason peopl e a t your 
school ar e no t intereste d i n hearing abou t God' s lov e 
for them? 



One major reason follower s of Christ don' t talk about Jesus 
with other s i s tha t the y don' t believe peopl e want to kno w 
about God. But the truth i s often people build walls around 
their lives, so it seems that they have no interest in knowing 
about God. 

All week  Jimmie had  gone  through  her  school  activities 
totally detached emotionally. Beautiful  and  athletic,  but plain-
ly withdrawn,  it  was  as if  she wore  a sign  around her  neck 
*Stay Away." But  one  day  she  began  to  open  up.  Then  it 
became clear why she 

E V E R Y 24  H O U R S 

in the lives of USA's young people 

2,989 childre n see dveir parents get divorced, 
2,556 childre n are bom out of wedlock. 
1,629 childre n are in adult jails. 
3,288 childre n run away from home; 

1,849 childre n are abused or neglected. 1,51 2 teenager s  ou t of school. 

437 childre n ar e arrested for drinking o r 
drunken driving. 

211 childre n are arrested for drug abuse, 
2,795 teen s (women wider 20} get pregnant 
7,742 teenagersberomiiexuaiBjractive.!||f§ | 
1,106 teenager s have abortions. 
1,295 teenager s give birth. 

372 teenager s miscarry. 
623 teenager s contrac t syphili s o r 

gonorrhea. 
6 teenager s commit suicide ' 

had such a hard exte-
rior. 

One year ago  that 
day she  had  over-
heard her  father 
answer her  mother's 
question, "What 
about the  kids?"  As 
the mother  begged 
with him not  to leave 
her, he  said,  "I  don't 
give a  @U$% A about 
those kids!" 

That was  the  last 
time Jimmie  had 
seen her father in  her 
home. 

She told  me that  day,  7 decided  at that  time I would  never 
let my heart trust  again so it would never be hurt again." 

As she talked tears formed in  her eyes, then flowed down her 
face, then  turned  into  an  uncontrollable  sob. All  the  hurt she 
had held in for a year came flooding out 
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Many people at your school are like Jimmie. They have a 
hard exterior, but deep inside they are hurting. 

That was true of a man names Zacchaeus too. We will call 
him"Zack the Lack" because he was lacking love 

Read Luke 19:1-8 . 

• What clue s d o you find  tha t sho w Zacchaeu s ha d a 
hard exterior ? 

What other clues do you find that Zack was hurting? 
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X. EVERY PROTECT S ITSELF FROM HURT 

"Zack th e Lack " was on e o f th e las t peopl e o n Plane t 
Earth you would have picked to show an interest in God. As 
a ta x collector , everyon e hate d hi m becaus e h e rippe d of f 
people's money. And they couldn't do anything about it Ta x 
collectors were lower than a worm's belly! 

Zack was a chief tax collector, which meant he took a per-
centage from what all the other tax collectors collected. Add 
in the fact that he was short, and Zack had a serious case of 
low self-esteem . But he projecte d a n imag e that he ha d n o 
need for others and didn' t really care what they thought Yet 
deep inside Zack was hurting because of this rejection. 

People don' t want to get hurt more . Have you ever had a 
bruise o r cu t that hur t s o badly tha t any time someone go t 
close to you, you got tense? To protect themselves from the 
hurt, peopl e ac t like the y d o no t care . They for m a  har d 
exterior to keep people away. 

Jimmie's poem explains this powerfully. 

As I sit looking into the mirror 
The reflection I see, 

Is that of a girl 
with the appearance of being carefree. 

The mirror reflections do not show 
The things going on inside 

Those feelings buried deep inside 
Would make any other run and hide 

Finding no one to talk to 
No one who seems to care 

Without someone to lean on 
These feelings I myself must bear 

To whoever said this 

These feelings are kept so hidden 
and because they are so well protected 

to anyone on the outside 
They are impossible to be detected 
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That mirrors do not lie 
You are gravely mistaken 
for the truth I know inside! 

Think o f one experienc e wher e yo u were rejecte d o r 
hur t Wha t happened? How did you feel? 

Right now, ask Jesus to handle your hurt and rejection. 
Write it in a prayer. 



Under every tough veneer lies a heart that was created in 
the imag e o f Go d an d yearnin g t o kno w God . Let' s dispe l 
the myt h tha t a  person' s ba d reputation , weir d behavior , 
hard exterio r or arrogance means that he or she is not inter-
ested in knowing God. 

2. EVERY LONg S FO R LOVE. 

The reaso n Zac k lacked i s that he looked fo r love in all the 
wrong places. 

• PEOPL E 
• PROSPERIT Y 

• PARTIE S 
• POSITIO N 

But none o f it satisfied him. His theme song might be, "I 
can't get no satisfaction." 

But today would be different The Bible says, "He wanted 
to see who Jesus was," (Luke 19:3). 

We ofte n write peopl e of f because the y d o no t appea r 
interested i n th e thing s o f God. In realit y the y desperatel y 
hope fo r and searc h fo r proof tha t lov e reall y exist s i n a 
world that has hurt them so much. 

What do you think made Zacchaeus so intent on see-
ing Jesus he was willing to make a fool of himself by 
climbing a tree? 

Word was out that Jesus was coming that way He had for-
given the sin s o f a prostitute. Could i t be true? Could Jesus 
really love no matter what? 

Like Zacchaeus , Jimmie hope d fo r love, but wondered i f 
she would ever find it 

I feel as if I'm sinking 
Into a never-ending ditch 

The walls are caving in around me 
God, life is such a bitch! 
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Could there be another out there 
Who feels the same way as I? 

How do they survive 
In this world where I want to die? 

I wish I had someone 
I could tell my secrets to 
without them running off 

and telling everyone they knew. 

Name on e perso n a t your schoo l wh o i s desperatel y 
searching for love: 

What kind s o f attitude s an d action s d o the y exhibi t 
that shows they are looking for love? 

1 

2 

3 

Think o f one specific way you could show love to tha t 
person? 

3. EVERY CA N BE MADE WHOLE BY JESUS. 

When Jesus called Zack to come down out of the tree, he 
experienced Jesus ' lov e fo r the first  time . "Zac k th e Lack " 
was lacking no more! 

Zack changed from  livin g on empty to living on full all in 
one experienc e wit h Jesus. I n fact , he ha d s o muc h o f th e 
love o f Jesus flowin g out o f him , h e ha d t o shar e it . H e 
became a giver. 
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What di d Zac k d o onc e h e sa w tha t Jesu s actuall y 
wanted to spend time with him? 

"So he came  down  at  once  and welcomed  him glad-
ly.. Zacchaeus stood  up and said,  "Look  Lord! Here and 
now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if  I have 
cheated anybody  out  of  anything, I  will  pay  back  four 
times the amount." 

When Zacchaeu s me t Jesus , h e wa s neve r th e sam e 
again. The sam e wil l b e tru e fo r your friend s when the y 
meet Jesus through you! 

"There i s a  God-shaped vacuu m i n th e hear t o f ever y 
man tha t canno t b e filled  by an y create d thing , bu t onl y 
by God the creator made known through Jesus Christ. " 

Pensies, Pascal 
World-renowned scientis t 

Jesus i s calling Jimmie down out of the tree too . But like 
some of your friends, she is not quite there yet In her words: 

I'm still  looking to see if God's love is real in the  world 
I live  in.  It  is  still too  big a jump to  take. I just can  not 
take being hurt again. 

But Bryan has come all the way to Jesus. 

Bryan had  begun  to  show interest  in  knowing  more 
about Jesus Christ, but when his father died  suddenly of a 
heart attack,  he turned totally away. In a conversation he 
said, "Anyone  who would take my father from me,  I don't 
want to  know about."  After several  pleas with  Bryan  to 
take a closer  look at Jesus Christ, it was plain to  see that 
he wasn't  interested.  He  continued  his  life  of  Partying 
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and running  around  with  girls and avoided  anyone who 
had anything  to  do  with  Jesus  Christ.  His  Christian 
friends never  gave up  and continued  to  reach out to  him 
and love  him no  matter  Bryan's  response  to them. After 
five years of loving Bryan, one  of his Christian friends got 
a call  from Bryan  late  one  night.  He  was  crying  and 
needed someone who  cared about  and  loved  him. That 
night Bryan gave  his  life to Christ,  and in  a letter to his 
friend said: 

"Thank you for being therefor me  throughout the worst 
of times.  Thank  you  for loving  me  and  not  giving  up 
when I didn't care...Love in  Christ,  Bryan." 

Many o f your friends  ar e lik e Zacchaeus , Jimmie , an d 
Bryan. Eve n thoug h the y ma y cove r i t up reall y well , the y 
have empty, broken hearts. They long for love. And they can 
only find  i t i n a  persona l relationshi p with Jesus . Throug h 
you, Jesus i s passin g b y ever y day...b y thei r lockers , b y 
their classrooms, passin g them i n the halls, and i n the cafe-
teria. Throug h you , Jesu s want s t o cal l the m t o "com e 
down" and meet Him. 

Ask Go d to break your heart for the broken heart s of 
your friends. Write down your prayer to Him. 

* * * * * 

I want God to use me to reach my hurting friends. 

Signed 

NOW GET READYTO AWESOMELY EXPERIENCE GOD! 

•Children's Defense Fund. 1/8/90 
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"Far better is it to dare mighty things, 
to win glorious triumphs even 
though checkered by failure, 

than to rank with those 
poor spirits who neither enjoy 

nor suffer much because 
they live in the gray twilight 
that knows neither victory 

nor defeat" 
Teddy Roosevelt' 

When yo u li e i n your be d o n on e o f those night s whe n 
you ar e thinking about life, how do you know for sure 

that God is real? Circle one or more of the following: 
You saw a shooting star on your birthday. 
Your mom and dad said so. 

oYour bi g brothe r wen t of f to colleg e an d yo u go t hi s 
room. 
You aske d someon e ou t o n a  dat e an d tha t perso n 
said yes. 
Your algebr a teache r wa s sic k o n exa m da y an d 
passed everyone . 

Your dad didn' t notice when you didn' t fill the ca r back 
up with gas. 

You didn' t have to kiss great Aunt Mary' s hairy lips a t 
the family reunion. 
You experience God' s powe r an d presenc e i n your life 
every day. 

C H A P T E R 3 

Awesomely 
Experiencing Cod 



In answer to Oprah Winfrey's question on why he doe s 
so much fo r terminally il l children, Michael Jackson said , 
"I try to imitate Jesus." Later he was asked, "Do you have 
anything in your life that is for sure?" To this he respond -
ed with confidence: "No." 

I'm not sure where Michael Jackson is in his relationship 
with God , but one thing is sure: He isn't that different from 
the majority of people who call themselves Christians. The y 
speak highl y o f Jesus. They may even patter n par t of thei r 
lives after Jesus, but deep down they are not really sure that 
Jesus i s real . They hav e not experienced th e presenc e an d 
power of God in their lives. 

If you ar e goin g t o tel l other s abou t Chris t effectively 
then you must talk about Him from your own personal expe-
rience. 

Personal experienc e make s al l the difference . For exam -
ple, the way you tel l someone abou t the new roller coaste r 
you hear d advertise d o n TV at Six Flags is one thing. Th e 
way you tell about the new roller coaster that you personally 
rode 2 0 time s unti l yo u thre w u p o n your bes t frien d i s 
another! 

Recall two times tha t you fel t close to God. What was 
happening? Where were you? What were the circumstance s 
that made God seem so real? 

1 

2 
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Possibly you have felt so close to God that it was as if He 
was with you physically . O r maybe you have never felt par-
ticularly close to God. 

Either way, God wants you to experience Him every day! 
The Apostl e Pete r spen t mor e tim e wit h Jesus physicall y 

than an y othe r person . Fro m hi s encounte r wit h 
Jesus i n Matthew 14:25-31 , wha t do you discove r 
about ho w t o experienc e God' s presenc e an d Hi s 
power? 

BELIEVE JESUS FOR THE IMPOSSIBLE! 

Of al l the disciples , Pete r was the onl y one who actuall y 
believed tha t i t was Jesus walkin g o n th e water . That' s 
understandable. I t isn' t ever y da y tha t yo u se e som e gu y 
walking across the lake without a Ski Nautique. 

After seeing Jesus perfor m miracl e afte r miracle, why 
do you thin k th e disciple s stil l doubted tha t He coul d walk 
on water? 

Today, afte r 2,000 year s o f Jesus accomplishin g th e 
impossible again an d again, people still respond the way the 
disciples did. Give three reasons why you think people (pos -
sibly including you) doub t that Jesus can do the impossible . 

1 

2 

3 
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Madalyn Murray O'hair—probably the most famous athe-
ist of our time—was asked why so many people are afraid 
of her. She responded, "I tell you why some Christians 
are. They are not sure what they believe is true. If they 
were, I wouldn't be a threat to them at all."2 

If w e experienc e th e presenc e o f a n al l powerfu l Go d 
every day , the n w e wouldn' t struggl e s o muc h t o believ e 
Him for the impossible . 

Jim Elliot,  the  famous missionary  murdered  by  the 
cannibals he  tried to reach with the love of Jesus, said, "I 
have prayed  for new  miracles.  Explaining  old  miracles 
will not  do.  If God  is to  be known as  the  god who  does 
wonders in heaven and earth,  then  God must produce for 
this generation." 

After Jim Elliot  was  shot to death with  arrows  by the 
Auca Indians  his  wife,  Elisabeth,  went  back  with  their 
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daughter to  live  among  the  Auca's to  share the  love  of 
Christ. In time,  hundreds  of people in that  tribe  accepted 
Christ—including one  of  the  men  who  killed  her  hus-
band. Today  the  majority  of  the  Aucas are  followers of 
Christ. The man who  killed Jim Elliot  is the pastor of one 
of the churches.3 

For God to become real to you, you must believe that He is 
present and powerful, and that He can do anything. 

What kind of miracle do you want to believe God for in 
your life, family, or campus? (B e specific.) 

LEAVE EVERYTHING ELS E TO COME TO JESUS. 

It's one thing to believe something in your mind. It's anoth -
er to put it into action with your body. 

Of all the disciples, it appears that Peter was the only one 
who took a single step toward getting out of the boa t 

If you had been in Peter's sandals, why would you have 
either stayed in the boat or gotten out? 

Stayed In: 

Gotten Out: 

If you ha d bee n th e on e swingin g you r le g ove r th e 
side of the boat what would have been going through your 
mind? 

One reaso n peopl e don' t experienc e Go d i s tha t the y 
don't hav e anythin g t o trus t Hi m for . Or i f they d o hav e 
something, they refuse to step over the side and let go. 

For example,  Krissy accepted Christ, but still carried 
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on a  physical relationship with her boyfriend. Her  friend 
challenged her to give Christ  all of her life, including her 
sexual relationship  with  her  boyfriend. Krissy  responded, 
"I will give Christ  anything but that, that is  the only thing 
I can't give up." 

She was  unwilling  to  step out  of  the  boat  and  trust 
Christ with  her  boyfriend.  Krissy stayed in  the  "comfort 
zone" of the boat, afraid that  if  she let go, Jesus would let 
her down. 

But I  believe mos t student s wan t to have the courag e t o 
step out like this young man: 

Under Communist  rule,  Christians  in  Romania  suf-
fered persecution from the  government. The  police picked 
up a teenage boy from a  Christian family for questioning. 
This common  practice  was  designed  to  separate  the 
young people  from their  parents'faith. The  large  officer 
took off  his belt  and popped  it  as  he questioned the boy. 
Then the  officer  told  him to  make  a  choice.  "Choose  to 
play soccer and go to school, or choose to believe in a God 
who doesn't exist." The boy pondered for a  moment,  then 
stood up. With  tears in his eyes he said, You  can  take my 
soccer and you can take my education, but you can never, 
ever take away my faith in  my Lord Jesus Christ." 

Which o f th e tw o peopl e jus t describe d experience d 
more of the power and presence of God? 

Where do you struggle with stepping out of the boat? 

• Athleti c success 
• Relationshi p to your boyfriend or girlfriend 

Communicating with your parents 
• Bitternes s toward someone who has hurt you 
• Mone y 

That's taking the big leap! 

42 



• Popularity/reputatio n 
• Sexua l desire s 
• Studyin g /grade s 
• Ca r 
• Th e future 
• Witnessin g to your friends 
• Somethin g else not mentioned here 

What one thing in your life do you most enjoy doing? 

If that were take n awa y from you , d o you believ e tha t 
Christ could actually fill the void? 

Yes • N o • 

Jumping ou t o f th e boa t int o th e seemingl y uncertai n 
future can be frightening. 

Vicki expresse s i t this way a s I  challenged he r t o tak e a 
step o f faith:  "It' s lik e jumping of f a  clif f and no t knowin g 
whether someone will catch you or not " 

Sure it's frightening,  bu t there is more to the story ! 

STEP OUT T O EXPERIENCE JESUS' POWER AND PRESENCE . 

It didn' t work . Pete r sank ! Yeah, h e steppe d out—bu t h e 
sank. He wiped out . He blew it H e didn't have enough faith. 
He saw a couple of Barracuda licking their chops, and BAM, 
he's drinking the ultimate uncola. 

But wait ! Is that it ? Nope. The "Pete r Blows I t Again" 
saga continues . Read the story again and see i f you can find 
what happene d tha t positivel y change d th e res t o f Peter' s 
life. 

1 

3 
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PETER EXPERIENCED THE POWER O F COD . 

Check i t out ! Pete r actuall y walked o n th e water ! None o f 
the othe r disciple s did that Whe n was the last time you did 
it? It's not something you just go out and do every day. You 
see bungee jumpers, sky divers, cliff climbers, 
but no water walkers. The only way Peter 
pulled that off was by God's power. 

What d o yo u thin k thi s di d fo r Peter' s faith ? Imagin e 
Peter's intervie w wit h Dic k Vital e o n ESPN . Afte r video 
footage an d Peter ' s comments , Dic k Vital e says : "H e 
walked o n water . We'r e talkin g H 2 0, baby ! Huma n 
hydroplane! He walked where Flipper flipped!" 

Peter's lif e would neve r be th e sam e becaus e he actuall y 
experienced th e powe r o f God . Onc e yo u experienc e Hi s 
power you will never be the same either. 

Practically, wha t on e ste p d o you nee d t o take towar d 
Jesus to experience His power? 

PETER EXPERIENCED THE PRESENCE O F COD . 

News Update : "Today the Apostle Pete r drowned whil e try -
ing t o wal k acros s th e lake . Allegedl y Jesu s wa s o n th e 
water too, but refused to do anything to help." 

NOT! So if that's not the story, what is? 
Before Peter even got his Speedo wet Jesu s reached ou t 

His hand . Righ t there , Pete r touche d th e presenc e o f God . 
Because non e o f the othe r disciple s took th e risk , non e o f 
them got to experience Jesus' strong hand. 

I was  playing basketball for the  number-three team in  the 
nation. My  future looked  bright.  But  I  knew  that  as  a 
new Christian,  basketball  overshadowed  my  walk  with 
Christ. One day I had the  thought: "Maybe you shouldn't 
be playing basketball."  I  dismissed  it  as  a  ridiculous 
thought, because I had played basketball all my life. I  had 
prepared for years for this  time, sweeping the snow off the 
court in  the  winter,  and practicing eight  hours a day  in 
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the summer. 
A little  later  I  read  Matthew 6:33,  "See k first  God's 

kingdom and  His  righteousness."  I knew  basketball  was 
more important to  me than my  relationship with God.  In 
the hardest decision  I've ever made, I stepped out of  the 
boat and gave  up  my  basketball  scholarship. I  thought  I 
would have a huge void in my life. 

But to  show you how neat God  is, within a  week I got 
involved in  working  with  young  people—now  my  life's 
work. If I had not quit basketball, I would never have met 
the people who  got me  involved  in  working  with  young 
people. And, check  this out,  within  a  year the  Lord put 
me on a national and international  team  that played col-
lege and university  teams all  over the United  States and 
around the  world.  At  halftime  and  after  the  game we 
would present  the  good news  of  Christ  to  thousands  of 
people. Now  instead  of  playing for myself,  I played  for 
Him! 
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When we step out of the boat, Jesus 
always comes through! 

What areas of your life do you want to "walk on water" 
and see the power and presence of God at work? 

• Ange r 
• You r weight 
• You r parents' relation-

ship 
• Disciplin e 
• You r youth group 
• Christian s unified at 

school 
• Friend s coming to 

Christ 
• Fea r 
• Sexua l thoughts 

• Broke n relationship s 
• Worr y 
• You r best friend steal-

ing your girlfriend 
• Lo w self-esteem 
• Th e "want" monster 
• Standin g up to tempta-

tion/pressure 
• Grade s 
• Athletic s 
• Othe r 

Pick the on e where you mos t want to see God demon -
strate His power. 

Express to God in your own words that you are "letting 
go and letting God" release His power and presence to meet 
your need. 

TAKE THE PLUNGE I 

Sure it' s scary . You're right , you lose control . Definitely, it's 
a bi g risk . Bu t ho w wil l yo u eve r kno w i f Jesus reall y 
"works" unless you put your leg over the side of the boat, let 
go, an d tak e a  faith walk? It' s a  bi g step toward Go d usin g 
you on your campus. Go for it! Jesus has you by the hand! 
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I have decided to take the risk to be used powerfully by God. 

Signed 

NOW GET READY FOR GOD TO CHANGE 
YOUR CHARACTER 

Charles R . Swindoll , Com e Befor e Winte r (Portland , Ore. , 
Multnomah Press, 1985) p. 197. 

Chuck Colson.The Body (Dallas, Word Publishing, 1992), p. 186. 
(From The  Journals of  Jim Elliot,  Edite d b y Elisabeth Elliot  (Ol d 

Tappen, N J., Fleming H. Revell, 1978), pp. 173-74. 
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C h a p t e r 4 

Definitely Changing 
and Rearranging 

Character Who you are 
when nobody else is around. 

What if , when th e principa l make s announcement s 
tomorrow, h e instruct s al l o f th e student s i n th e 

school t o tur n i n written report s o f everythin g the y hav e 
ever see n yo u do . What woul d th e peopl e a t your schoo l 
write? 

• "H e is real obnoxious when he drinks." 
• "Whe n h e too k m e out , I  though t h e was a  nic e guy , 

but he turned out to be a sex maniac" 
• "I'v e seen her cheat on several tests." 
• "Hi s mouth is straight from the garbage can." 
• "Sh e talks about her friends behind their backs." 

What do you think they would write about you? 

BIG PROBLEM:Your friends know about the negative things 
you have done in the past or that you are still doing now. As 
a Christian, you've blown it! You want to change your image, 
and even more importantly, your lifestyle. You know this is 
absolutely essential if you are going to make a difference on 
your campus. What do you do? 



FOCUS ON CHARACTER! Without CHARACTE R (what' s 
on the insid e of us,) w e destroy our LIFESTYLE and RELA-
TIONSHIPS (what appears on the outside) . 

Let's say  your  dad  buys  you a  brand  new  Porsche. 
(Dream on!)  The  first few days  you drive it you are really 
careful. "Nobody  better even get a fingerprint on my car." 
But then  you get  used  to  driving it.  You  begin to wheel 
and squeal  through  the traffic. You  take the speed bumps 
at school  at  65  mph.  Then  one  Saturday  your  friends 
want to  go for a  drive  in  the  country. Out of the city you 
fly along  the  two-lane  roads.  Your  friends talk  you into 
taking the  car  off  the  highway down a  very  dusty  road. 
Dust is  flying everywhere.  Eventually they  talk you into 
driving off  the  road  and through  the fields. You brush a 
few trees  and scrape  some Paint o f f . Then  BAM! You  hit 
a big  rock.  Now  you  are  asking  yourself:  "What  am  I 
doing? How did  I  let  them talk  me  into  this?  Why  am I 
treating my  beautiful, expensive car like this?" 

Possibly you have treated your life like that car 
was treated . Go d ha s give n yo u a  Porsche , bu t 
you haven't taken care of it 

"Since most of us would rather be admired for what we do, 
rather than for what we are, we are normally willing to 
sacrifice character for conduct, and integrity for achievement" 
(Sydney J. Harris, columnist, Chicago Sun-Times) 

We get on a dusty, bumpy road that destroys character by 
thinking that right and wrong are determined by what helps 
me. 

Right is what helps me achieve happiness . 
Wrong is what keeps me from achieving happiness. 

We think th e mos t importan t thin g in life is to be happy . 
You say: "Doesn't God want me to be happy"? Actually He is 
more intereste d i n you r bein g HOLY ! He i s intereste d i n 
your character. When that is growing, you will be happy. 
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The question was asked in a survey: "What would you be will-
ing to do for $10 million?" College guys were asked if they 
would rape a woman. An alarmingly high percentage said yes. A 
group of women were asked if they would become a prostitute. 
Ten percent said yes. Parents were asked if they would leave 
their families forever. Twenty percent said yes. A group was 
asked if they would murder someone. Forty-six percent said 
yes. (from  The Day America Told the Truth.) 

We stay on the freeway of character as we learn to follow 
Jesus. He keeps our Porsche cleaned and filled. 

Developing character means you are learning how to 
1) Com e to the cros s t o get cleane d u p from  you r 

sin. (All the stuff the principal would have said over the 
intercom.) 

2) Cal l o n th e Hol y Spiri t to ge t filled  u p wit h th e 
character of Jesus Christ 



COME TO THE CROSS TO CET CLEANED UP 

"How does that work?" you ask. (I'm glad you did!) 
Simon Peter , who seeme d t o alway s struggl e wit h him -

self, shows us how. 

• Pete r was the disciple who had "foot in mouth" disease. 
Every time he opened his mouth he stuck his foot in i t 
(Here's a question: If Peter had both fee t in his mouth, 
did h e hav e t o wal k o n hi s hands? ) A t the hig h an d 
holy momen t o f th e Transfiguration , h e yell s ou t a t 
Jesus, "Hey , Jesus, thi s i s great Ca n we sta y u p her e 
and camp out?" 

• Bras h i s a word that fit Peter well. When Jesus told His 
men He was going to die on the cross, Peter pulls Him 
aside an d tell s Him , "Jesus , let' s ge t thi s straigh t I 
know Yo u ar e th e So n o f Go d an d all , but there' s n o 
way You are going to die . You can coun t on it because 
old Peter said so." Jesus wasn't real fired up about that 

• Lac k o f self-contro l haunte d Peter . I n th e Garde n o f 
Gethsemane Jesu s aske d hi m t o watc h an d pray . 
Instead, h e cu t Z s with th e res t o f the disciples . Tha t 
happened three times. Then when he woke up, he took 
out his sword and cut a guy's ear off. 

• Bu t Peter' s wors t nightmar e becam e reality . He tol d 
Jesus tha t he would never deny Him, but would follow 
Him t o death . The n Pete r denie d Jesu s thre e times . 
After that one, he cried . 

Peter smashed his car into a big tree! 

How wa s Peter , who denie d Jesu s an d wa s restored , 
different from Judas, wh o betraye d Jesu s an d committe d 
suicide? 
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PETER REPENTED! 
Judas only felt sorry for what he did, but Peter repented and 
did something about i t 

Repent means to 
• tur n away from your sin 
• tur n to Christ 

You are in  a car. The car is going the wrong direction. At 
first you  don't  realize  it,  so  you keep  on  going  in  the 
wrong direction. But when  you do realize it, what do you 
do? Keep on going in the wrong direction. (Like your dad 
does!) No way!  That's stupid. You  turn around.  You  turn 
away from the  wrong direction and you turn  in  the  right 
direction. 

That's what repentance is pure and simple. 
Simply feelin g sorry abou t goin g th e wron g wa y won' t 

help. You must turn  around! 
It's mor e tha n somethin g yo u d o onc e jus t befor e yo u 

receive Christ . ("Repen t an d b e saved." ) Rathe r i t i s a 
moment by moment attitude . So, whether or not you repen t 
depends o n your attitude right now. You can be in the junk-
yard o f sin , miserable big time, and stil l not repent O r you 
can humbl e yoursel f befor e God righ t now , and submi t t o 
His cleaning up process in your life. 

Something else : rea l repentance , th e kin d tha t produce s 
character, does not come through your disciplined effort s to 
do better . I f you coul d hav e don e bette r yo u woul d hav e 
done so already. No, it is the recognition tha t we have to die 
to our own efforts and let God help us. 

This is so hard fo r us. We only want to deal with externa l 
changes. Bu t Jesus wants a  deep change i n the attitude s of 
our hearts . 
LIES WE BELIEVE 

What got us in this mess? We lie to ourselves . 

• "That' s just the way I am." 
(God, who had the power to create the whole universe , 
You can't change me.) 

• "Bu t I wasn't the only one." 
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(Since everybod y els e doe s it , certainl y Go d doesn' t 
take it seriously.) 

• " I don't see any harm in i t " 
(Since I' m th e final  judge , i f I don' t thin k anythin g i s 
wrong with it, then there must not be anything wrong.) 

• "I H just try it once." 
(If I do it once, there won't be any consequences.) 

• "Who' s going to know?" 
(As long as nobody knows, it's OK) 

• "Bu t I love him/her" 
(My happiness is more important than obedience. ) 

• " I don't listen to the words." 
(What I hear repeatedly will not influence me.)1 

All o f u s ar e tempte d b y these kind s o f lies al l the time . 
And we have believed them. 

For years  I  believed  a  lie.  I  had  cheated  in  college  on 
some tests.  I  knew it  was wrong. When I thought about it, 
I felt guilty  But  I  thought,  "Nobody  knows but  God  and 
me." So  for years I thought  about it,  felt guilty,  but never 
honestly dealt  with  it.  I  was  afraid  to  deal  with  it, 
because I knew  I  would  have to  go back  to the  professor 
and confess.  I  didn't  want  other  people to know. I thought 
I might  lose  my degree. Finally  when I realized  that God 
would not  leave me alone, I confessed it. I told God about 
it (as  if  He didn't  already  know). The  scariest Part was 
calling the  professor. I'll  never  forget the  day  I shut  the 
door, picked  up  the  phone,  and  called  him.  I  was  so 
frightened, I  wanted to  hang up. With  a trembling voice I 
said, "Dr.  when  I  was  in  your class  I cheated  on 
some tests.  I'm a  follower of Christ, and I realize that was 
wrong. Will  your  forgive  me?"  When  he  said  "yes,"  I 
almost floated out  of the room. I was free! 

What woul d yo u sa y i s th e on e glarin g li e tha t yo u 
have believed? 

What recurring sin do you need to repent of? 
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What does 1  John 1: 9 promise will happen when 
we confess our sin? 

What step of action do you need to take to make your 
repentance complete? 

"Change, as our Lord describes it, involves more than cleaning 
up our visible act He intends us to do more than sweep the 
streets: He wants us to climb down into the sewer and do some-
thing about the filth." (Inside Out, Larry Crabb, p. 32) 
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To live life as Go d desire s require s tha t we uncove r th e 
dirt and let God start cleaning up the mess . 

"Why bother?" you say. 
Answer: t o se t yo u free  t o lov e God , your family , your 

friends, an d the whole world. 
The fantastic  new s i s that Jesus alway s stand s read y t o 

forgive us, n o matte r wha t we have don e o r how long w e 
have bee n awa y fro m Him. That' s wha t th e Cros s i s al l 
about totall y and completely cleaning up my sin on the out-
side and the inside. 

"The more fully we comprehend that the problem is sin, the 
more lovely the cross of Christ becomes." 
(Larry Crabb, Inside Out p. 33) 

A young man  named  Evan  Roberts  heard a  man  speak 
one night  at  a  church.  This  speaker, Seth Joshua, closed 
with the  prayer:  "Bend  us,  0  God,  bend  us."  Evan 
Roberts leaned over the chair in front of  him and  prayed: 
*Bend me, 0  God,  bend me." He repented of his sin. God 
cleaned him up.  Soon he began to speak to young people 
about what  God  had done. As a result  of his repentance, 
God used him to  start a  mighty  movement that  swept all 
across England and  America  and  brought  hundred's of 
thousands of people to Christ. 

What d o you thin k Go d coul d d o through you r repen -
tant attitude? Dream a little. 

CALL ON THE HOLY SPIRIT TO CET FILLED UP. 

A whole ne w engine , that' s what Pete r go t Change d from 
the insid e ou t Instea d o f operatin g b y hi s ow n power , h e 
had a new power. 

Scared—that describe s Jesus ' disciple s befor e th e 
Resurrection. What clues does John 20 :1 9 give us 
that the disciples were afraid? 
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Then Jesu s walke d i n th e door . Fea r disappeared . 
Immediately He gave Peter and the disciples three gifts. 

• Peace—"Peac e be with you." (verse 21) 
• Purpose—"A s th e Fathe r ha s sen t Me , I  a m sendin g 

you." (verse 21) 
• Power—"Receiv e the Holy Spirit" (verse 22) 

When the  engine on my  car went bad this year, I had 
only three choices: 

1) Drive it  over the cliff 
2) Push  it everywhere 
3) Get  a new engine 
The car  was  too  valuable  to  drive  over  the  cliff. 

Pushing it  everywhere  seemed stupid because  it defeated 
the purpose of  having a  car.  So, I  put in  a  new  engine. 
Not only  does my car  run again,  but  now it  runs  like  a 
new car. It has power it never had before. 

People you r ag e ofte n don' t se e thei r value , s o withou t 
Christ the y "driv e themselve s ove r th e clif f " doing thing s 
that destroy them. Others in the church try to live for Christ 
in thei r ow n power . That's a s frustratin g as tryin g to pus h 
your car everywhere. You have an engine, but you don't use 
i t Th e onl y intelligent move is to turn o n the engin e of the 
Holy Spiri t i n your life . That way you hav e the powe r yo u 
need t o liv e th e Christia n lif e and t o lov e you r friend s a t 
school. 

To put it another way, it is like breathing. 

Physically, you have to  breathe to stay alive and healthy 
When you breathe,  you exhale  carbon dioxide and then 
inhale life-giving  oxygen.  Spiritually, the  same is  true. 
When you breathe  spiritually,  you  exhale  by confessing 
your sin.  Then  you inhale  when  you breathe  in the  Holy 
Spirit. 
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From 1  Joh n 1: 9 an d Ephesian s 5 : 1 8 wha t d o 
you discover about "spiritual breathing"? 

•1 John 1:9 

•Ephesians 5:18 

Learn to practice this every day, even many times durin g 
the da y and the Holy Spiri t will change you from the insid e 
out 

One o f the incredibl e result s o f the Holy Spiri t changin g 
and rearrangin g u s o n th e insid e i s that H e release s i n u s 
the powe r o f the Holy Spirit to boldly tell our friends  abou t 

Christ Chec k out the promise of Acts 1:8 . What 
promise does it make? 

In high  school I was  scared to death to stand up  in  front 
of a group of  people and talk.  As president of the student 
body my senior year, I had  to  give speeches  all  the  time. 
Every time  I would  write out every word on a 3x5 card, 
and with  trembling  hands  and  shaking  knees,  I  would 
read the  speech. Later,  when  I  received  Christ  and He 
released His powerful  Holy  Spirit  in  me,  He  took  away 
all of  that fear and  replaced  it with  boldness.  Now  I  get 
the biggest  rush out  of  speaking to  young people  about 
Christ. Only God's Spirit can make that kind of  dramatic 
change. 

Right now ask the Holy Spirit to release Himself in you, to 
change you and give you the character of Jesus. 

Holy Spirit: I repent  of my sin. I  invite  You  now to fill 
me. Release Yourself in me.  Give  me your power so I can 
reflect the character of  Jesus to everyone around me.  In 
Jesus' name, Amen. 
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Pray this same prayer every day. 

When the  green flag  drops  at  the  Indianapolis  500™, 
thirty-three gleaming,  low-slung  turbocharged weapons 
wil l shoot  out to  the fourth turn  and  scream through  the 

starting gate  at almost 200 miles  per hour. 
But give the  race a little time, and as in past years, the 

toll will  start to  be taken. Accidents,  tire  problems, gear-
box failure, and  a  host  of other calamities will  wipe  out 
many cars  so  that  only  half  of  the  cars  will  finish the 
race. 

On the  pace lap, and even  on the first few racing  laps, 
every car  looks  invincible.  But  the  goal is  not  to  start 
well, it  is  to finish well.  Trophies don't get handed out  to 
those who cross the starting line.  Rather the prize and the 
money go to those who cross the finish line.2 

Your car i s in the race ! Keep it clean through repentanc e 
and keep it filled with the Holy Spirit Then God will use you 
to mak e a  differenc e with you r friends  an d i n your schoo l 
over the long haul. Stay in the race! 

(Note: the abov e come s from  And y Stanley, Barry' s pas -
tor, from his message on "Renewing Your Mind.") 

* * * * * 

I have  invited  the  Holy  Spirit  to  continually  take  control  of 
every area of  my life. 

Signed 

NOW GET READY FOR PASSIONATE 
ROMANCE WITH GOD 

1 Fro m a  message preache d b y Andy Stanley , Firs t Baptis t Churc h 
North, Atlanta, Georgia 

lBill Hybels , "The Character Crisis," Preaching Today, Tape #57 
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C H A P T E R 5 

Passionately Romantic 

"The man who kneels to God 
can stand up to anything." (Anonymous) 

Guys, d o you remembe r th e first  tim e yo u calle d a  gir l 
you like d o n the phone ? (O r maybe you ar e stil l tryin g 

to screw up your courage to do that!) Remember how hard i t 
was. You thought abou t i t for days. Finally , you decid e you 
would cal l no matte r what Yo u pick up the phon e an d star t 
to dial . Then you r hand s star t t o shake . You hang u p th e 
phone. After several tries, you finally let the phone ring . She 
answers. You hyperventilate. She hears this heavy breathing 
and hangs up. After you get your composure, you try again . 
Your mind goes blank, but you blurt out "Hello , Mary, this is 
movies, will you go to the john with me." 

Guys, why ar e we s o mental when i t comes to talkin g 
with girls? List at least three opinions. (Ask some girls.) 

1 

2 

3 

Girls, i t seems tha t yo u wer e bor n t o talk , especiall y o n 
the phone. You have waited for days for this guy to call you. 
Every tim e the phon e rings , and you r littl e brother trie s t o 
answer i t yo u punc h hi m i n th e stomach . Then yo u bod y 
slam him . Then you answer , ever s o sweetly , "Hello , this i s 
Mary....Oh, hi....I' m s o glad yo u called....Oh , I' m spendin g 



some time with my sweet little brother." Nervously you talk 
nonstop for fifteen minutes! 

Girls, why i s i t s o eas y for  you t o talk o n an d o n an d 
on? List at least three opinions. (Ask some guys.) 

1 

2 

3. 

Let's say your phone conversatio n goes really well. After 
a few times on the phone, you both relax, and talk more eas-
ily. After a while you find yourself spendin g hours togethe r 
on th e phone . Why ? Th e relationshi p i s deepening . Th e 
deeper i t goes th e mor e yo u enjo y talking t o eac h other ! 
Now instea d o f bein g afrai d to talk , you find  i t become s 
intensely exciting . 
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Your relationshi p t o Go d i s like tha t A t first  yo u migh t 
find it hard to talk to God. In fact if somebody called on you 
to pray out loud, you might just croak. 

TALKING T O COD SURVE Y 

On a  scal e o f 1  to 1 0 give a  numbe r t o eac h statemen t 
(1 - disagre e 10- agree) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0 

• Praye r is boring. 

• Prayin g in groups 
makes me nervous . 

• Go d answers my 
specific prayers. 

• Prayin g makes 
me sleepy. 

• Raisin g my hands in 
worship makes my 
pits sweat 

• I  have a hotline 
to heaven. 

UP CLOSE AND PERSONA L 

You ma y b e asking : "Wh y i s praye r importan t fo r me t o 
make a  differenc e on m y campus?" Simple answe r Unles s 
you know Jesus u p close and personal , you can' t communi -
cate Him to your friends. 

The grea t peopl e o f the eart h toda y ar e th e peopl e wh o 
pray. I  do  no t mea n thos e wh o talk abou t prayer ; no r 
those who say they believe in prayer; nor...those who can 
explain abou t prayer ; bu t I  mean those peopl e who tak e 
time and pray (S.D. Gordon). 
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The onl y way you wil l take your campu s fo r Christ i s to 
understand, i n n o uncertai n terms , tha t i t will happen onl y 
through prayer . That begins with the intimacy and romanc e 
of your personal prayer life. 

Prayer is no t 
• A  rabbit's foot for good luck 
• A  vending machine to get a spiritual candy bar 
• A  Coke to get a spiritual caffeine high 

Rather conside r i t th e incredibl e privileg e o f spendin g 
time with th e Creato r o f the univers e who gave His life on 
the cross because He loves you so much. 

My translator  in  Russia,  Lena  Ostapenko,  a  Julia 
Roberts look-alike,  had  come  to  know  Jesus  eighteen 
months before  our team  arrived.  Spending  time  alone 
with God  every day  was  a  totally  new  thought  to  her. 
Hungry to  know God,  she decided that she would get up 
one hour early every day (even  though she is not a morn-
ing person). "But,"  she confessed,  7  don't  know what  to 
do or  say."  I gave  her  a  copy  of my  book  SPENDING 
TIME ALONE WITH  GOD  to help her. She  cried. It's  the 
only other Christian book she owns besides the Bible. She 
not only  uses  it  for herself,  but is  teaching  seven  other 
young girls  to  Pray as well.  She considered  getting with 
God a wonderful privilege. 

How zealous ar e you t o communicat e wit h Go d ever y 
day? 

Hot to N o big Ic e 
trot dea l col d 

Count o n this : Go d want s yo u s o clos e t o Hi m tha t 
He ca n tel l yo u Hi s deepes t thoughts , an d confid e i n 
you Hi s mos t intimat e secrets . 

THE PASSION TO COMMUNICATE 

If we look at the life of Jesus in the Gospels like a play, Jesus 
is the star , many others are in supporting roles , and prayer , 
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the passio n t o communicat e wit h Hi s Father , i s the back -
drop. 

He bega n i n prayer . Describ e th e dramati c wa y 
Jesus began His public ministry in Luke 3:21-22 . 

He continue d i n prayer . Luk e tell s us : "Bu t Jesu s 
often withdrew t o lonel y place s an d prayed " (Luk e 

5:16). Discover some of the other times Jesus prayed specifi-
cally before a big decision or event 

•Luke 6:12-13 

•Luke 9:16 

•Matthew 14:22-23 

•John 11:41-4 2 

He ended in prayer. From Luke 22 : 39-4 6 find out 
everything yo u ca n abou t ho w Jesus handle d thi s 

crisis in the Garden of Gethsemane through prayer . 

Then on the cross, He called out to God with a loud voice: 
"Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit" (Luk e 23:46) 

He keeps on praying . Check ou t Hebrews 7 :2 5 t o 
find ou t whe n Jesu s pray s fo r you an d wha t th e 

result is. 
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"The Lord Jesus i s stil l praying . Thirty years o f living, 
thirty year s o f serving , on e tremendou s ac t o f dying , 
1,900 year s o f prayer . Wha t a n emphasi s o n prayer. " 
(S.D. Gordon) 

Jesus had a  passion to pray. That's because He knew tha t 
everything hinged on His communication with His Father. 

Jesus want s u s to have the sam e kind o f passion t o com-
municate wit h Hi s Fathe r tha t H e had . Jesus offer s us th e 
privilege of passionate prayer as a gift He gives 
that just like a guy gives a girl flowers. It's a sig-
nifcant part of a special relationship. 

A LOVE NOTE 

Along with th e flowers  (o r a  boutonniere fo r the guys) , H e 
has written you a  "love note" letting you know how excitin g 
communication wit h Hi m ca n be . Hav e you eve r written a 
love not e an d the n ha d i t trashed? Hear t Brea k City ! Jesus 
wants you to read His love note, and take it seriously. 

The whol e Bibl e i s His "Lov e Book" to you. And on e o f 
the little notes inside it goes like this. 

I tell  you the  truth,  anyone  who  has  faith in  Me  [that's 
you] will  do  what  I  have  been  doing,  [preaching  the 
Good News, healing  the  sick, delivering  those oppressed 
by Satan]  He  will  do  even  greater  things  than  these, 
[wow!] because  I am  going  to My Father. And I  will  do 
whatever you ask  in  My name  [answer  your prayer], so 
that the  Son may  bring glory to the Father. You may ask 
Me for anything  in  My name,  and  I  will  do it. [what  a 
promise!] (Jesus  in John 14:12-14) 

If He wrote it Hel l do it' 
He comes through o n what He promised you in that "love 

note" by answerin g you when you tal k to Him. Just to give 
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you a n ide a o f how dramaticall y an d powerfull y God doe s 
that, check this ou t 

After my  Dad discovered that he had cancer, three doctors 
told him to  go home, because there was nothing to do. It 
was terminal.  I  was  in  one  of  those meetings where the 
doctor put the  X-rays on the wall and showed my Dad the 
cancer spots all over his spine. 

I, along  with  the  rest  of my family, began  to pray for 
my dad every  day One  morning in  church the Lord gave 
me a  picture in  my  mind.  I  saw  my  dad's  x-rays on the 
wall with  all  the spots. Then I saw this Big Hand with  a 
dart gun  in  it.  (The  kind  that  shoots  the rubber  darts 
that you used  when you were  a kid.)  This  big hand was 
shooting these rubber darts at the  black cancer spots. The 
dart would  stick  then  drop  to  the  floor peeling  off  the 
black cancer spots. It kept  shooting and peeling until  all 
of the  spots  were  gone.  I 'm thinking:  "That's  really 
wierd!" 

Our family had  a  special  time  of  prayer for my  dad 
about a  week  later.  During the  night  he  said that  "The 
Lord woke  me  up  and  did  something  unusual  in  my 
body" Later, when he finished his cancer treatments and 
the doctor  looked at the  x-rays his exact  words were, "It 
looks like those  cancer spots  on your spine  have  peeled 
right off of there." 

Alcoholics se t free , homosexuals delivered , peopl e wit h 
physical and emotional abuse healed, a couple's relationshi p 
destroyed b y a n affai r restored, kid s o n drug s released , 
pregnant teenagers helped, all by releasing God's resources 
through passionate prayer . 

Prayer 
Releases 
All 
Your 
Eternal 
Resources 
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Reflect, when ha s Go d answere d you r prayers ? Writ e 
down three or four. 

Right now, why don't you write a love note back to Him 
expressing your desire to talk to Him. 

Dear God.. . 

MAKING PLAN S FOR THE BIg DATE 

"Yeah, praye r sound s great , bu t I  don' t hav e a  clu e abou t 
what t o do . Help!" OK! What di d Jesus d o i n Mar k 
1:35? 

What He did is exactly what you need to do! 
Get up. That's the first big move. You will have all kinds of 

excuses for not getting up, not the least of which is , "I'm not 
a morning person . Can't I do this at night?" The reason you 
are a  night perso n i s that you sta y u p at nigh t Th e reaso n 
you are not a morning person i s that you don' t get up in the 
morning. I f you make a  habit of getting up you will become 
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a morning person. ( A miracle, no less.) 
Besides, n o tea m warm s u p afte r the game . Go d want s 

you t o war m u p with Hi m befor e the actio n o f your da y 
begins. 

One student made  a  commitment to  God to get up in the 
morning. But  he  struggled with it  He  hated  getting up. 
Setting his  alarm clock  did not  help.  Determined, he  set 
up a  contraption  that  insured  him of  getting up.  To  his 
alarm clock  he attached a fishing pole  that hung over his 
bed. The  fishing  line  hung  down  with  four hooks.  Each 
hook was connected to one corner of his covers. When the 
alarm went  off  the fishing rod  reeled in the  blanket! Not 
only did he get up and get with God,  he became an influ-
ential spiritual  leader  on  his  campus,  and  later  on 
throughout the country. 

Radically ridiculous ! Are you willing to become lik e tha t 
in order to have personal communication time with God? 
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Choose a time.  Selec t a  time that will give you 20-30 min-
utes wit h Go d i n th e morning . (Tha t probabl y mean s yo u 
need to go to bed 20-30 minutes earlier.) 

Time I will meet with God every day: 

Find a  quiet  place. Your next majo r step is to find a place 
where yo u ca n b e alone . Notice tha t when Jesus got up H e 
"left the house. " You ma y o r ma y no t nee d t o d o tha t Th e 
point i s to find  a  place alon e where you won' t be distracte d 
by your parent s o r brother s an d sisters . On e o f my friends 
tried severa l places and finally settled o n the bathtub. Think 
of a good place for you to meet with the Lord. 

Place I will meet with God every day: 

Focus your  attention.  You r final  ste p o f preparation i s t o 
focus your attention . Yo u can' t d o tha t i f you ar e stil l hal f 
asleep. Ge t a  shower . Ge t dressed . Don' t forge t to brus h 
your teeth . Oh, yeah, and floss too! Turn o n some Christia n 
music. Ge t you r Bible , preferabl y th e New  International 
Version, and a  notebook, preferabl y a  Time  Alone  with  God 
Notebook. Conside r this a  "date" with God . Pray this prayer : 
"Lord, I'm her e an d I  want to talk with You." Now count on 
Him to meet you. 

Preparation I  will make to meet with God every day: 

gOINg OUT I N STYLE 

Just like talking with someon e specia l on the phone , talking 
with Go d i s two-wa y communication . On e perso n neve r 
dominates th e conversation . I f tha t happens , the n talkin g 
gets boring . So how do you carry on this two-way conversa -
tion? 
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GOD TALKS,  YOU  LISTEN. 

The reaso n God gave you only one mouth, but two ears is 
so you can listen twice as much as you talk. 

One man  I  met  could stand outside  at night and hear the 
sounds of500  different  kinds  of  crickets! He had a  PhD. 
in crickets!  We  need to  train  our  spiritual  ears  to  hear 
the voice of God like that guy could hear crickets. 

We listen to God by reading His Word an d then lettin g 
Him spea k t o us . Hebrew s 4 :1 2 tell s u s tha t when w e li s 

ten, "th e Wor d o f Go d i s livin g an d active...i t pen e 
trates." What par t o f you doe s God' s Word livingly , 
actively penetrate? (Se e the verse.) 

• Star t with John 1:1- 5 then rea d on e paragrap h i n John 
every day. 

• Mak e you r ow n cop y o f the BIBL E RESPONSE shee t 
from pag e 114. 

(NOTE: The  Time  Alone  with  God  Notebook  wil l hav e 
numerous copie s o f this sheet i n it, plus other helpful infor-
mation. Orde r from  th e addres s i n the front  o f the boo k o r 
your local Christian bookstore. ) 

YOU TALK,  GOD  liSTENS. 

You wil l neve r ge t a  busy signa l o r ge t pu t of f by "Cal l 
Waiting" whe n yo u tal k t o God . H e i s ver y intereste d i n 
hearing from  you . Hi s "ear s ar e attentiv e t o your prayers " 
(1 Peter 3:12). He has already left you a message to call Him. 

Often after we "bless Mom an d Dad " and sa y "Give me a 
good day, " we ru n ou t o f thing s t o sa y unless , o f 
course, we have a  big test Bu t Hebrews 4 :1 6 tell s 
us how to approach God . How do we do that? 
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Use these instructions to help you in your prayer time: 
• Praise—Expressin g t o Go d ho w muc h yo u appreciat e 

His awesome character qualities . 
• Confession—Admittin g your sins to God honestly. 
• Thanksgiving—Tellin g God how grateful you are for all 

He has given you. 
• Petition—Askin g God for what you need. 
• Intercession—Prayin g fo r other s includin g you r 

friends, family , and people who need to know Christ 

Make a  cop y o f the PRAYE R ACTION shee t o n pag e 
116. 

(NOTE: The  Time  Alone  with  God  Notebook wil l hav e 
numerous copies of this sheet ) 

Will you begin the habit of "going out" with God? 

Because I  want to ge t t o grow i n m y passio n fo r God, I 
agree to have a daily time alone with God 
at (place ) and at (time ) 
for days . 
Signed 
Date 

GETTING ENCACED 

Have yo u eve r encountere d a  gir l wh o just go t engaged ? 
Her "man" has captured her heart and she has captured his . 
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She walks around with her ring  finger  in everyone's face so 
all can see "the ring." He just walks around grinning like the 
cat that at e the mouse . They ar e captivated  b y the excitin g 
adventure o f growing mor e i n lov e every day . They ar e i n 
love. And everybody knows i t 

In a  romanc e wit h Jesus Chris t Go d wil l captur e you r 
hear t H e will become your love. Growing in love with Him 
will get to be the mos t exciting adventure o f your life . And 
when i t is, you will want everyone to know it especiall y your 
friends a t school! 

* * * * * 

I commit myself  to spending time alone with God every day for 
at least  15 minutes. 

Signed 

NOW GET READY TO PRAY FOR YOUR CAMPUS 
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C H A P t E R 6 

Ultimately 
the Power Weapon 

There is a battle going on all over the world, 
which is, in the final analysis, 

a battle for the hearts, minds and souls of men and women."1 

All kinds o f weird thing s happe n i n the hall s a t school . 
Some are humorous . 
A senior superglues a freshman's locker shu t 
Every sophomor e decide s t o par k hi s o r he r gu m o n 
one cheerleader's math book. 
The foo d fight  in the cafeteri a strategically target s th e 
homecoming queen . 
Your biolog y teache r confesse s what you suspected : 
the fro g guts fro m the biolog y lab have bee n use d b y 
the cafeteria staff to make the "mystery meat." 

But som e ar e no t s o humorous . Wha t i f a  250-poun d 
senior tackl e o n th e footbal l team threatene d t o stuf f you r 
body into a locker? Not funny! 

If you are a 150-pound freshman,  yo u are shaking in your 
sneakers. Unless , of course, you have a black belt in karate. 
In that case the 250-pound tackle would occupy three differ-
ent lockers with three sections of his body and he would pay 
rent for the space! 

What makes a 250-pound bully so scary? 



What makes a 150-pound freshman  s o scared?, 

In your opinio n wha t differenc e does a  blac k bel t i n 
karate make? 

Satan i s lik e tha t 250-poun d tackle . H e pushe s aroun d 
pretty muc h everyon e a t your school , possibl y includin g 
you. I t seems like everyone is like the 150-poun d freshman 
getting stuffe d int o th e locker . They don' t eve n pu t u p a 
fight "Wh y bother? I'd just get clobbered." 

But wait! You're no wimp! You may not look too 
strong o r ac t very powerfu l sometimes. Bu t yo u 
are armed with Jesus and His power. 

When you hang around your locker every day how d o 
you see yourself? Circle one. 
Mega wimp/Semi wimp/No clue/White belt/Brown belt/Black belt 
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Why do you see yourself that way?, 

"In Jesus, I'm Satan's Personal Nightmare!" 
—Quoted from a T-shirt owned by my teenage son. 

Do you see yourself as Satan's 
personal nightmare ? 

You ar e i n a  battl e betwee n th e powe r o f evi l an d th e 
power of God. 

Let's see what it's like on both sides of the battle lines. 

THE POWER O F EVIL 

Who is the enemy and what is his strategy at your school? 

To begin , make a  list of all the negative junk tha t peo-
ple at your school are into, including your friends. 

Please understan d tha t thes e thing s ar e NO T the prob -
lem. They ar e onl y th e symptoms . Attackin g thes e thing s 
and th e peopl e who d o them wil l never change anythin g o r 
anyone! Behind al l of this is the Evil One. 

• Sata n is not an abstract principle or force, but a person-
ality who works through people . 

• Th e scientifi c world dismisse s him a  figment  o f imagi -
nation, which cannot be proved. 

• Peopl e make fun of him as a harmless figure with a red 
suit, horns, a tail, and a pitchfork. 

• Th e Bibl e describe s hi m a s Satan, Lucifer , Beelzebub, 
the Princ e o f the Powe r o f the Air , the Princ e o f thi s 
World, the Father of Lies. 
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• H e talks , thinks , acts , quote s th e Bible , an d the n lie s 
about it. 

• H e is the author of disease, death, evil, and fear. 
• H e pose s a s a n "ange l o f light" Attractive an d beauti -

ful, he tempts you and your friends. He promises to sat-
isfy, but he is dangerous and destructive . 

• H e ha s a  strategy : t o destro y God' s purpos e fo r your 
life. 

What Satan doe s can be a s simple as causing you to feel 
depressed, o r as devastating as destroying another person' s 
life. 

The Apostl e Pete r bes t expresse d ho w Sata n oper -
ates in 1  Pete r 5:8 . What' s his point? 

Yes, Satan i s powerful. Lots of times i t seems like he ha s 
control o f everythin g o n you r campus , includin g you. You 
probably feel like he is devouring you—eating you for lunch! 
In spite of that God has called you to push back the power of 
evil and to bring in the power of God. 

THE POWER O F CO D 

Jesus wants to defeat Satan at your school. He wants to do it 
by Hi s powe r workin g through you ! And H e wants to d o i t 
with prayer ! 

"The mai n concer n o f th e devi l i s t o kee p th e saint s 
from praying . H e fear s nothing fro m prayerless studies , 
prayerless work, prayerless religion. He laughs at our toil, 
he mock s ou r wisdom , bu t h e tremble s whe n w e pray. " 
(Samuel Chadwick ) 

Terry and I  had  several conversations on the bus and in 
the 'smoking  circle."He  had  come  with  300  other  stu-
dents to  a week-long  Raft Rally.  We had fun whitewater 
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rafting during  the  day and then  meeting  at night  to  talk 
about Jesus  Christ.  Most  were  not  believers.  By 
Wednesday Terry had decided he wanted to follow Christ, 
and he was very sincere. 

That's why  I was  so surprised two days later when he 
was causing  a  big  disturbance in  the  camp.  The  youth 
leader talked to him. After a few minutes  the  youth leader 
realized he needed  help. When  I walked  in  and  I  could 
see why  Terry,  normally  a  very  nice guy, was  growling 
and glassy-eyed.  He  looked wild and was  threatening us. 
Then he started talking  in  a gutteral voice.  It  didn't  take 
a spiritual  giant  to  see that Satan  had  a  foothold in  his 
life. 

It was  easy  to see why He  had a  Ouija  board that he 
used all  the  time.  He  fed himself  a  steady  diet of  heavy 
metal music,  Dungeons and Dragons, sex, and drugs. His 
mom, obsessed  with death, read constantly from the  stacks 
of books in their house on that subject 

We prayed for  Terry.  Speaking  in  Jesus'  name,  we 
identified the  demons  that  were  afflicting him,  then  we 
demanded that  they get out and leave Terry 

They did.  He  walked  out  of  that  room  a  free man. 
Through prayer we  took back from Satan  what  belonged 
to God. The power of God overcame the power of evil. 

I relate this story not so you will think there is a demon in 
every locker, or so you will cast demons out of all of 
the weirdos at school, but to show you the reality of 
1 Joh n 4:4 . What is the promise? 

Try this logic: 
• Sata n is more powerful than you are . 
• Jesu s is more powerful than Satan. 
• Jesu s lives in you. 
• Therefore , you are more powerful than Satan! 
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You ca n brea k Satan' s strong -
hold in the lives of your friends and 
over you r school . "How? " you say . 
THROUGH POWERFUL PRAYER! 

After Peter does his bit about Satan as the "roaring lion," 
he describe s in 1  Pete r 5 : 6 ho w God will use you in tha t 
spiritual battle. 

In the battle at school every day, what does this verse tell 
you about where you get the power to make a differ-
ence? 

As you cal l on His power, what does He promise H e will 
do for you? 
1 3 

John Wesley , leader o f the Firs t Grea t Awakening: "Give 
me 10 0 men who fear nothing but sin and desire nothin g 
but God...suc h alon e will shak e th e gate s of hel l and se t 
up the Kingdom of Heaven on earth." 

THE WINNING STRATEG Y 

The triangl e i s th e stronges t geometri c unit . Engineer s 
build buildings , bridges, and roads with the basic design of 
the triangle . God se t it up that way in the physical world a s 
well as in the spiritual world. 

"The most powerful form of energy we can generate i s 
not mechanical , electronic , o r atomic , but praye r energy . 
When w e pra y w e lin k ourselve s wit h th e inexhaustibl e 
power that binds the universe, " 
Alexis Carrel, one of America's foremost scientists. 
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What doe s J e r e m i a h 3 3 : 3 (not e th e triangl e 
here—3,3,3) say to you about praying for you school? 

• PRAY—"Cal l t o Me. " Nothin g wil l happe n wit h you r 
friends or your schoo l unti l you ge t of f your duf f an d 
spend tim e calling out to God. He is waiting for you to 
do that 

• PROMISE—Go d promise s t o respond : " I will answe r 
you." When you pray, God moves into action. 

• POWER—Whe n Go d answers, He goes all out to show 
you grea t an d might y things"—thing s beyon d you r 
wildest imagination. 

The youth group drove from Colorado  into Wyoming on a 
mission trip  traveling  in  a  bus  and two  vans. At night, 
one of the vans hit an icy  spot on the mountain road.  The 
car flipped over  twice as it  plummeted down  the  side of 
the mountain.  Amazingly,  except  for minor  scratches, 
everyone seemed OK...until  they  could not  find the  six-
year-old girl. Searching in the dark, they  found her  twen-
ty minutes later,  pinned under  the  van. She  was  uncon-
scious, and  crushed.  Using  CPR,  they  helped  her  to 
breathe until the  ambulance arrived. 

At the  hospital  they  discovered the girl had  a  broken 
back, collapsed lungs, and a  brain hemorrhage. The doc-
tors told the group "She's not going to make it  And  if  she 
does she will  be  a vegetable."  Already the  students had 
begun to  pray for her.  With  every  negative  report  they 
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prayed more  boldly  for God  to heal her.  They prayed all 
night. 

The next  morning  the  doctors at this  smaller hospital 
decided to  fly her  to  Salt  Lake  City  for better  treatment. 
The youth  group  stayed  and  prayed.  On  the  flight she 
regained conscousness.  She  walked  off  the  plane under 
her own  power.  At  the  hospital  the  doctors  could  find 
absolutely nothin g wron g wit h her ! No  broken  bones. 
No collapsed  lungs. No brain  damage.  All of  her injuries 
had been  documented by  x-rays at the  other hospital. But 
now, nothing! 

God chos e i n a  miraculou s wa y t o demonstrat e Hi s 
power. He di d i t in answer t o the prayer s o f these students . 
When an d ho w H e choose s t o d o that , I  don' t hav e a  clue . 
But I  do know this : He would d o so much mor e i f we calle d 
on Hi m t o d o more . H e want s t o answe r yo u an d demon -
strate His power on your behalf. 

THE PRAYER TRIANGLE: A  POWER TEA M 

Jesus challenge s you t o become a  part o f the Prayer Powe r 
Team i n Matthew 18:18-20 . Ho w doe s i t work an d 
what are the results ? 

When w e pra y in groups o f two and three He come s int o 
the grou p an d make s Hi s presenc e an d powe r availabl e t o 
us. Then H e send s u s ou t i n Hi s nam e t o be th e answe r t o 
our own prayers. Incredible ! 

"So ho w d o I  ge t thi s going? " you ask . " I really wan t t o 
see God work in the lives of my friends." Here's how. 

3 Friend s 
Meeting 3 Times a Week to Pra y 

For 3 Friend s Who Need Chris t 
• 3  Friend s 

Write you r nam e an d tw o o f your Christia n friends ' 
names a t your school with whom you would like to pray. 
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How fantastic  t o know that a t least two other peopl e will 
be praying for you and with you regularly . 

Meet 3  Time s a  Week t o Pra y 

Write in the circles the three best times for you to pray, 
then confirm that with your other two friends. 

You ca n arrang e you r schedul e howeve r yo u wan t Yo u 
can meet before school, between class , during a free period, 
at lunch , afte r school , a t night , o n th e weekend . Yo u ca n 
even mee t ove r th e phone . You ge t th e idea . Work i t ou t 
together. Fle x wit h it , i f needed . Jus t mak e sur e yo u ge t 
10-15 minutes togethe r when yo u mee t Don' t fee l like you 
have t o pra y fo r everything ever y time . When i t is time t o 
go, go, knowing that you will be back together real soon . 

• Fo r 3  Friend s Who Nee d Chris t 

Now write the names of three friends who need Chris t 
Use the space around th e circles to describe their spiritu -

al situation an d t o write dow n specificall y what you want to 
pray for them. 
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When your group meets together, you ar e asking God t o 
change the lives of 9 of your friends. If that happens you will 
already hav e a  smal l spiritua l revolutio n o n you r campus . 
And my guess is that it probably will. 

During my  son  Scott's  junior year  in  high  school,  he 
started a  prayer triangle with his friends. They  met in  a 
classroom and in  the  bleachers on the football field. Over 
the spring semester here's what happened. 

His friend, Teague,  who had not  been to a Fellowship 
of Christian  Athletes  meeting  all year, showed up. That 
night the  speaker  gave an  opportunity  to  accept Christ. 
Teague did. 

Chris was struggling with the  constant battle between 
his divorced  parents, and  burdened  by  his sister's  prob-
lems. One  night in his room, frustrated with  life, he cried 
out to  God.  Right there,  with no  one around, he  opened 
his heart to  Christ. 

Robert, Scott's  Jewish friend, came  up  to  him in  the 
weight room one day and asked:  'Scott, did  Jesus die for 
me?" (That's  a  pretty significant  question  for a  Jewish 
boy to ask!)  What  followed was  a 20-minute  discussion 
about the  Gospel.  Then  Robert asked: 'Scott, do you ever 
pray for me?"  Scott said "Yes,  every  day." With misty eyes, 
Robert said: "Keep it up. I need your prayers." 

For tip s o n ho w to star t a  praye r powe r tea m o f 
your own, see page 118 in the back of the book. 

THE PRAYER POWER TEAM CHALLENCE 

Imagine! Your Prayer Powe r Team begin s t o see Go d wor k 
in you r friends'  lives . Othe r Christian s i n your schoo l o r 
youth grou p decid e the y wan t t o begi n a  Praye r Powe r 
Team. Soon the power of God is popping all over your cam-
pus. Peopl e begi n t o accep t Christ . The Christia n group s 
begin t o hav e enthusias m an d life . The momentu m builds . 
More peopl e com e t o Chris t Everybod y know s somethin g 
is happening. Now you have a Prayer Power Movement. 

Take i t on e ste p further . Let's sa y tha t ever y on e wh o 
reads this starts a Prayer Power Team on their campus. And 
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the same thing happened t o them that is going to happen t o 
you. Ca n yo u imagine ? A Prayer Powe r Movemen t woul d 
take plac e o n campuse s al l ove r thi s country . A  studen t 
prayer movement like this can change your generation. And 
it all begins with you! Will you take the challenge? 

I will begin a Prayer Power Team with 
Me. 
Friend #1 
Friend #2 . 

I will meet 3 times a week at 
Time #1 
Time #2 . 
Time #3. 

I will Pray for these  friends who  need Christ 
Friend # i 
Friend #2. 
Friend #3 . 

Signed 

1 Dougla s Hyde, Dedication and Leadership, (Notre Dame Press) 
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C H A P T E R 7 

Intensely Loving 

Preach the gospel all the time. 
If necessary, use words." 

Francis of Assisi 

Your life is the only Bible most people ever read," the say-
ing goes . I f tha t sayin g i s true , the n wha t d o peopl e 

come away with after they "read" you? 
(Check the appropriate one) 

The story  goes that during  an  inner  city  riot,  the  bomb-
ing, looting,  and destruction  created havoc in  the  neigh-
borhood. A young girl woke up in  the  night frightened by 
all the noise. Realizing that  her mother was still at work, 
she found herself  all  alone.  That  made  her  even  more 
afraid, and  she  began  to  cry.  Finally  her  mother  did 
arrive home finding her  little girl beside herself with fear. 
When she  calmed  down,  she  asked  her  mother,  "Where 
were you?* Her mother  said,  "I  know you were  afraid, 
but remember,  Jesus was  here with  you." The  little  girl 
angrily replied,  "But  mamma,  I  needed  someone with 
skin on." 

• A n earful 
• A n upset stomach 
• A  headache 
• Les s money 
• A  pain in the rear 

• A  smile 
• A  word o f encourage -

ment 
• A  helping hand 
• A  listening ear 

• Other , 



Jesus with ski n on . That's who the peopl e a t your schoo l 
need to see. They need for you to be "Jesus with skin on." 

In a n informa l survey cal l three o f your friend s and find 
out ho w the y cam e t o kno w Christ . Ho w man y o f the m 
told you that someone who cared abou t them led them t o 
Christ? 

Record their answers here. 
1 
2 
3 

In Jesus' encounter with a  leper in Matthew 8:1-4 , fou r 
characteristics o f Jesus' abilit y t o love "wit h ski n on " leap 

out a t us an d encourag e u s to love the way He did . 
When yo u rea d tha t story , what jumps ou t a t yo u 
about being "Jesus with skin on" at your school? 

So, tapping into His love, how do you become "Jesus with 
skin on" at your school? 

I. PAY THE PRICE. 

Large crowd s followe d Jesus. Even though the y pressed i n 
on Hi m an d pressure d Him , the y neve r determine d Hi s 
response t o people. To love others first determine to be dif-
ferent from the crowd. 

Before eating lunch in  the  school cafeteria, Kwang, who 
immigrated from Korea,  bowed his head to pray. He was 

i unaware that  most  students  in  America  didn't  pray 
before a meal  (at  least  not fifteen minutes,  out  loud and 
in Korean!).  As  Kwang  bowed  his head,  students began 
to make fun of  him. Then  a few of  the more creative stu-
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dents started  to  throw  food at  him.  As  a  group of  guys 
surrounded Kwang  and  teased  him,  Scott  stepped  in 
between them. He said, "This  is my friend Kwang.  I think 
you should  stop  making  fun  of  him." The  guys walked 
away—but not  without  a  few choice  comments  about 
Scott being  a geek for hanging  around  Kwang.  It  didn't 
really matter,  because  Scott  understood  that  loving  the 
way Jesus loved involves Paying a price. 

Can you d o what Scott did, putting your reputation o n 
the line for someone else? 

How would you respond when someone drops his tray 
in the lunchroom? 

• Poin t and laugh like a hyena until you bust a gut 
• Dro p your tray on his, so he will have to pick up yours 

too. 
• Gathe r a  crow d an d teac h hi m som e tray-handlin g 

drills. 
• Hel p him pick it up, even the mushy smelly asparagus. 
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Jesus call s us "th e light of the world." To widen your cir -
cle of influence with your friends  and your school, you mus t 
understand tha t ligh t oppose s darkness . Therefore lovin g 
others will usually oppose what the majority does. 

2. INCLUDE EVERYONE. 

The ma n wit h lepros y cam e an d knel t befor e Jesus. Tha t 
was bad. The entire crowd scattered. You would think some-
body telephone d i n a  bomb threa t That' s becaus e lepros y 
was the mos t dreaded diseas e in Jesus' day. It was like hav-
ing AIDS today. People considere d leper s a s good a s dead . 
Everyone avoide d them . Leper s couldn' t eve n liv e i n th e 
town. I f on e cam e close , peopl e ha d t o yel l "Unclean ! 
Unclean!" Tha t way people coul d avoi d contac t with them . 
"Only the Lonely" was the leper's theme song. 

In you r schoo l som e peopl e ge t treate d a s lepers . The y 
may not have a disease or have to yell "unclean," but people 
avoid them "like the plague" in order to protect their reputa-
tions. These "lepers " won't increas e you r popularit y ratin g 
but withou t a  doubt the y are the people Jesus would com e 
to first if He visited your school . 

Chris was  such  a  person.  He  never  knew  his  dad.  He 
lived with  his  mother  and  grandmother.  Every  day  he 
went to  school by himself, to  class by himself, walked  the 
halls by himself and ate lunch by himself. As the  manager 
of the football team, He listened to football players yell at 
him for  two  hours  every  day  Then  he  went  home  and 
spent the  evening with his mother  and grandmother. The 
phone never  rang  and  he  never  went  out  with  friends. 
Chris wasn't  "with  it." He had  no  dynamic  personality, 
no Tom  Cruise  smile, no  party animal  Chris  was just 
Chris. 

"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 
'sinners' love those who love them., .but love your enemies." 

Jesus 
Luke 6:32,35 
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Who falls  in the "leas t loved" category a t your school ? 
Name one person in each of the following categories: 

"The Leper" : the on e mad e fu n of or avoided becaus e 
he is not popular or does not look a certain way. 

"Zacchaeus": the on e wh o take s advantag e o f others , 
but is really insecure. 

"The Adulterous Woman" : the on e wh o ha s rumor s 
follow her all over school. 

"The Samarita n Woman" : th e on e fro m a  differen t 
background, race, nationality, or sodal status . 

Jesus love d thes e kind s o f people . Whe n yo u lov e th e 
kinds of people Jesus loved, you express the compassion of 
Jesus. 

3. TOUCH PEOPLE'S LIVES 

The plo t thickens i n the stor y o f the lepe r a s Jesus contin -
ues to break al l of the social rules. As the crowd scatters for 
fear of catching the dreadful disease, the leper looks into the 
eyes o f Jesus an d ask s Jesus t o hel p him . As i f the lepe r 
were th e onl y on e i n thi s larg e crowd , Jesus reache d ou t 
and "touched the man" (Matthew 5:13). 

I seriously doub t that Jesus just barely touched him with 
the tip s o f Hi s fingers.  No . Mos t likel y H e pu t Hi s arm s 
around th e lepe r an d hugge d him , just s o h e woul d kno w 
how "lovely " he wa s t o Jesus. Year s had passe d sinc e th e 
leper ha d fel t the touc h o f anothe r person . That' s radica l 
love! 

Love looks beyond unlovable characteristics , 
to give a big hug in Jesus' name. 
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To expres s God' s lov e ma y mea n w e get hurt , rejected , 
misunderstood, o r taken advantag e of . Yet we keep o n lov-
ing even when everyon e else has stopped. We decide before 
the fact , that w e wil l love , n o matte r wha t response s w e 
encounter. 

For two  years a  small  group  of  students reached  out to 
Chris. Every  week  they  invited  him  to  a meeting,  and 
every week  he  promised  to  come.  But  he 
never showed up. Sometimes  the  group got 
discouraged but  never  gave up.  They  keep 
loving Chris  even when  no  one else  cared, 
even Chris himself. 

Honestly evaluat e ho w you would respon d t o th e fol -
lowing situations: 

1. A friend of yours start s a  rumor tha t you had se x with 
your date Friday night . 

2. Someone smack s yo u i n th e bac k o f the hea d durin g 
algebra class . 

3. Your Englis h teache r accuse s yo u o f cheatin g o n a n 
exam and gives you a zero. 

4. The most unpopular studen t in the school asks you for 
a ride home from school. 

5. The bully of the school pokes his finger in your favorite 
dessert 
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Now tak e eac h situatio n an d describ e ho w you thin k 
Jesus would have responded to each person . 

1. Your "friend" 

2. The mad head-smacke r 

3. Ms. "Ill catch you even if you didn't do it" 

4. The guy most likely to destroy your cool "rep" 

5. The dangerous dessert destroye r 
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Baron Vo n Kam p live d i n Prussi a (Germany ) . A 
Christian and very wealthy, he used mos t of his wealth t o 
give the poo r job s an d t o serv e other s i n th e nam e o f 
Christ. Also h e helpe d man y student s with thei r colleg e 
education. One such perso n was Thomas, an atheis t Von 
Kamp opened his home to him and paid for his education . 
When Thoma s cam e hom e ever y evening , th e Baro n 
went t o meet hi m s o he coul d serv e hi m in an y way. He 
even helped him take off his boots. Thomas tried to argue 
with him and make him look foolish. One night in an out-
burst Thomas sai d "Baron , how can you d o al l this? You 
see I do not care about you. How are you able to continue 
to be so kind to me and serve me like this? 

The Baro n replied , "M y dea r youn g friend , I  hav e 
learned i t from  th e Lor d Jesus . I  wis h yo u would rea d 
through th e gospe l o f John . Goo d night. " Tha t nigh t 
Thomas trusted Christ. 2 

When you make a conscious decision to touch the lives of 
"the untouchables, " the n yo u becom e a n unusua l 
person whose circl e of influence will penetrate th e 
lives of many people at your school and beyond. 

SERVE PEOPLE'S NEEDS . 

God's lov e activel y meet s th e practica l need s o f people . 
Jesus me t th e immediat e physica l nee d o f the lepe r befor e 
He met his spiritual need. Jesu s put a high priorit y on serv-
ing others and meeting their needs as evidence of His love. 

In Mar k 9 :33 -3 5 th e disciple s ha d a n argumen t 
about wh o wa s th e greatest . Wha t di d Jesu s tel l 
them? 

As the  students in  the group began to build a relationship 
with Chris,  they  looked for opportunities  to  serve him. 
They noticed that at the football games he was responsible 
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for taping  all  the  players, setting up  all  the  equipment, 
filling all  the  water coolers, and  making  sure  the players 
had cups  of water. When the games were  over and. every-
one else was either laughing (if  we won) or  crying (if  we 
lost), Chris  hung out  in  the  dressing  room cleaning  up 
everyone's messy  equipment  Seeing  the  situation  and 
wanting to  serve Chris,  different ones in the  group came 
early to  the  games to  help Chris  with his  chores.  They 
stayed after to help clean up the mess. 

Serving and sharing God's love go hand in hand. 

These ideas will help you serve your friends. Add three of 
your own at the end. Circle two you will use this week. 

Share a ride to school or other school events . 
• Offe r to give up the front seat when cruising . 
• Offe r to take a lunch tray back. 
• Hel p pick up books someone has dropped . 
• Ge t the class assignment for someone who is sick. 
• Giv e your possession s freely : CDs, food , little brothe r 

(check with your parents on that last one!). 
• Defen d those others pick on. 
• Includ e a lonely person in your circle of friends. 
• Invit e someon e hom e fo r dinner (afte r you as k you r 

parents). 
• Offe r to help with studies. (Wil l that help anyone?) 
• Le t others in front of you in line. 
• Complimen t someone on something he does well. 
• B e available to talk to a hurting friend. 
• Spea k positively when someone is being cut down. 

• 

• 
• 
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After two  years of serving Chris  with no apparent spiritu-
al interest,  he surprised the group by showing up at  our 
meeting. That  night  he  accepted  Christ.  Later  he 
explained what happened. 

"Life has always been kind of  lonely and sad for me.  I 
never had  a  dad  and  I  never  had  many  friends either. 
For the  last  two  years I  spent  most  of  my  time  alone. 
Every day,  without much  contact  with others, I would  go 
to school, go to class, go to practice, and then go home to 
spend the  evening  with  my  mother  and  grandmother.  I 
began to  think  this  was  pretty  much  the  way  life  was 
going to  be. Then you guys invited me to  come here. The 
truth is  I've  never  experienced  so  much  love.  I  asked 
Christ into my  life the other day I  never  thought I could 
be so full.... You  know the  coffee commercial filled  to 
the brim and overflowing', that's what I feel like now." 

After Chris  said this,  Brent, one  of the football players 
who had reached out to Chris, gave him one of the biggest 
bear hugs you have ever seen. 

Today Chris  is  finishing his  college  education and 
preparing to  be a pro football trainer  for the  Cleveland 
Browns (Why  the Browns, I don't  know!). His mission in 
life is to express the love of Christ to the football players he 
serves every  day.  He can  do  that  because  he will  never 
forget how a group of people loved and served him. 

Serving opens the door to communicate the life changing 
message of the Gospel; 

Name one person who is "unlovable" t o you. 

Think o f two creativ e ways you ca n serv e hi m o r he r 
this week. 

1 

2 
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Write out a prayer asking God to give you the strengt h 
and courage to love and serve as Jesus loved and served . 

Do thi s projec t wit h th e othe r tw o peopl e i n you r 
Prayer Power Team. Hold each other accountable for follow-
ing through. 

When yo u aggressivel y lov e othe r people , especially th e 
"unlovely," then your reputation with your peers will be on e 
of respect , whethe r the y tel l yo u tha t o r not . When yo u 
show lov e b y servin g them , Go d wil l us e yo u an d you r 
friends i n an unusual way to have an ever-widening circle of 
influence with your entire school . 

* * * * * 

I will serve one person at my school who is hard to love. 

Signed 

•Charles W. Colson, The Body , (Dallas : Word Publishing, 1992 ) 88 . 
•George Muller , Edite d b y Dian a L  Matisko , Th e Autobiograph y o f 

George Mulle r (Unite d States , Whitaker House, 1984) , 135-138 . 
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NOW GET READY TO 
BOLDLY SHARE CHRIST 





C H A P T E R 8 

Naturally 
Communicating 

The problem is not that students don't believe in Jesus, but that 
they don't believe in anybody who believes in Jesus." 

Jacob Aranza1 

You g o throug h th e cafeteri a line a t school , eyein g th e 
"gobbledy-gook" the y hav e bille d a s meatloaf . As yo u 

walk t o a  table , you're dreamin g o f a  burger , fries,  an d a 
large Coke . When yo u si t down , you ar e jarred bac k int o 
reality by the conversations.Two guys are saying, "That girl 
is a !@#$% A&* babe!" (an d that's putting i t mildly). Another 
group i s makin g plan s fo r th e " I Tappa Keg " drinkin g 
blowout th e nex t nigh t Stil l a  third grou p i s arguin g ove r 
the finer  philosophica l point s o f the lates t "R " rated movie . 
As a  Christia n you'r e sittin g ther e listenin g t o al l o f thi s 
incredibly inan e conversatio n b y peopl e yo u reall y car e 
about How should you respond? 

• Withdra w t o a  tabl e o f al l Christian s s o yo u don' t 
have to deal with this "worldly stuff." 

• Sla m your tra y on th e table , flipping the meatloa f int o 
the la p o f th e gir l acros s from  you , an d say , "Gross ! 
God sends people to hell for stuff like that" 

• Blo w al l circuit s an d ge t you r Uz i ou t o f your locke r 
and send them all to hell right now. 

• Wit h boldness , courage , an d sensitivit y focu s on on e 
group or even on e person , enter the conversation , an d 
turn i t to talk about Jesus Chris t 

When I first met Tim,  his  pants sagged, his hair was half-



shaved, he had two earrings in both ears,  and an attitude 
that said,  "Get  out  of  my  face or  I'll  break  yours."  I 
learned that  Tim  was  good with  his  hands,  especially 
remodeling other  kids'  noses.  Constantly  fighting,  he 
spent a good bit of his time on suspension from school. 

After spending  several  months  trying  to  get to  know 
him, a  wall  still remained. He would not talk about any-
thing serious, much less  about Jesus Christ. I  could  sense 
the tension when Jesus was mentioned. 

You probabl y hav e som e relationship s lik e that . Whil e 
working wit h Ti m I  foun d i n th e stor y o f Jesus an d th e 
woman a t the wel l (joh n 4:7-42 ) som e very powerfu l com-
munication keys that helped me to unlock the door of Tim's 
life and express Christ to him. 

Maybe the y wil l help yo u unloc k th e door s o f some o f 
your friends ' lives too. God want s t o use you t o reach int o 
the live s o f your friends . That wil l happen onl y when yo u 
know how to open the door of their lives with courage, bold-
ness, and sensitivity . 

LOCKER OPENER #1 
INITIATE RELATIONSHIPS. 

Have you eve r noticed tha t Jesus' life was filled with sig -
nificant conversations with others ? He had a  way of getting 
people to talk about the personal issues in their lives. 

Look at John 4:6- 7 t o discover why people opened 
up to Chris t 

Even thoug h H e was hot an d tired , Jesus took the initia -
tive in friendship.  H e didn' t wait for the woman t o speak t o 
Him. He spok e t o her . Without speakin g th e first  time , H e 
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would neve r hav e bee n abl e t o continu e th e conversation . 
He opened the door by being friendly Himself. 

With Tim,  I  had  to  initiate the  relationship. He never 
would have. As I spent more and more  time with him, he 
gradually opened  up.  At first  he  wouldn't  talk  much  at 
all But  as  I continued  to  be his friend, he  gave me  little 
glimpses into  his  life.  Then  one  day  through  tears  he 
shared he was thinking about  killing himself.  We  talked. 
From that  day on we could talk openly about anything. 

To open the door for a real relationship with another per -
son try these "friend builders." 

I. TAKE TIME. 

To b e a  frien d you hav e t o giv e time. That usuall y mean s 
taking time away from what you would do for yourself. 

• Bloc k out specific times in your schedule to spend time 
with your friend. 

• D o something he likes to do. 
• Don' t give up if it doesn't work out at first  Keep trying. 

2. LISTEN. 

People ca n tell if you are truly listening to them o r not Us e 
these listening tips. 

• Mak e eye contact 
• Focu s on the other person, not on what you have to say. 
• As k clarifyin g questions lik e "Ho w di d yo u fee l when 

that happened?" "What are you going to do now?" 

3. HAN g TOUCH . 

Because o f the pain , student s wan t someon e wh o care s 
enough t o talk abou t the serious issue s i n their lives . They 
need someon e wh o i s concerned enoug h t o hang i n there . 
That's when" they know they have a valued friend. 

People don't care how much you know 
until they know how much you care! 
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Add t o th e followin g list two "pains " that your friends 
have experienced in the past year. 

1. Parents splitting up. 5 . Someone close dies. 
2. Breaku p wit h boyfrien d 6 . Misunderstood by a 

or girlfriend. teacher . 
3. Family member got sick. 7 
4. Cut from a sports team. 8 

Try on e o r tw o o f these persona l question s t o ge t pas t 
surface conversation and into the pain in your friend's life. 

• I  heard you r parent s migh t b e breakin g up ; how ar e 
you doing with that? 

• You'v e been absent from school lately. Are things OK? 
• Yo u seem a  little down today. Anything going on that I 

can help you with? 
• I  kno w makin g tha t tea m mean t a  lo t t o you . I f yo u 

would like to talk about it, I'm here. 
• I  heard you and Sally split up. How are you doing? 

When yo u pu t som e o f these suggestion s int o actio n t o 
initiate friendships , then yo u wil l make a  significan t differ-
ence in the lives of some people at your school. 

LOCKER OPENER #2 
COMMUNICATE LOVE AND ACCEPTANCE. 

When a  friend senses that you have more concern for get-
ting his life right than fo r loving him, he will become defen-
sive instead of hearing what you have to say. 

That's not what Jesus communicated t o the woman a t the 
well. Jesus asked th e Samaritan woma n for a drink, disarm -
ing her, causing her t o relax (Joh n 4:7) . And a s the conver -
sation proceeded , H e communicate d lov e an d acceptanc e 
until sh e fel t so comfortabl e tha t sh e said , "Giv e m e thi s 
water so I won't get thirsty" (v. 15). 
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You can build a n atmosphere o f love and acceptance with 
your friends by using these suggestions . 

I. DON'T EMBARRASS . 

To avoid embarrassing a friend, use these tips. 

• Ditc h obnoxiou s Christia n T-shirt s like , "I f you don' t 
love Jesus, you're a dog eating vomit". 

• Giv e him room to disagree with you. 
• B e sensitiv e abou t wha t yo u sa y abou t hi s religion , 

even if it appears to be a cult 
• Realiz e that you don' t have to win him to Christ every-

time you see him. 
• I f someone else makes fun of him, come to his defense. 

2. DON'T OFFEND . 

Many times it is not the Gospel that offends, but our obnox-
iousness. A  "holie r tha n thou " attitud e turn s peopl e of f 
quicker tha n havin g t o g o t o summe r school . S o ho w ca n 
you avoid being an obnoxious Christian? 

DON'T OFFEND 



• Don' t b e "Th e Bibl e Answe r Man, " tryin g t o giv e 
authoritative answers and a verse for every question . 

• Don' t be defensive when you don't know an answer. 
• Don' t argue when someone criticizes your beliefs. 

Out of a heart o f love for your friends, you can treat each 
one with dignity and respect Realiz e that each one is creat-
ed i n th e imag e o f God . Through Christ , Go d want s t o 
restore eac h on e to His image. He will use you by inserting 
the key of love and acceptance to open that door. 

LOCKER OPENER #3 
RELATE CHRIST TO HIS 
PERSONAL NEEDS AND PROBLEMS. 

Your friends  wan t to know that there i s hope for them i n 
their personal needs and problems . 

Jesus gav e tha t kin d o f hope t o th e woma n a t the well . 
When Jesu s talke d wit h her , H e didn' t jump righ t i n with , 
"Give me three good reasons why you shouldn' t go to hell.' ' 

Rather He had a  concern fo r her needs and told he r 
how those need s coul d be me t Ho w did He do tha t 
in John 4:13-14 ? 

One night  in  a  discussion  Tim  told  the  group that  his 
father had  left  his family a  few years ago. He said he had 
assumed much  of  the responsibility  for raising  his  little 
brothers and sister. Because he didn't have anyone to be a 
father to  him, he  was very lonely We  took that opportuni-
ty to  talk  with  him  about  how  God  desires to  be  his 
Father, filling the  "empty  places " his  earthly  father had 
created. 

The best way to share God's love is to relate how His lov e 
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meets needs. In Tim's case he needed a  father. 

Identify one need that one of your non-Christian friends 
has now. 

Think o f on e practica l wa y Jesus ca n hel p him o r he r 
with that need . 

Everyone ha s persona l need s an d problems . They wil l 
surface soon enough. As you try to relate Jesus and His love 
to thei r needs , the n Go d wil l us e yo u t o ope n th e doo r o f 
their hearts and let His love shine in. 

LOCKER OPENER #4 
RELATE YOUR PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCE. 

Your friends  nee d t o move from thinking abou t Jesus a s 
external religion to understanding that He is internal reality. 

They nee d a  picture of who God is . Jesus gives tha t 
to the woman i n John 4:13-14 . What does He tel l 
her? 

One of the best ways to do this is through communicatin g 
your own personal experience with Jesus. 

With Tim  we  looked for opportunities  to  give him a  pic-
ture of  God through our lives.  One day  he talked  about 
his concern for paying a speeding ticket due the next day 
He was  worried  because he did not  have the money. The 
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Lord impressed us that we were to help pay for the  ticket. 
Initially Tim  refused,  saying, You  have  bills of your own 
that you  need  to  pay." This  opened  the door  to tell  him 
several personal experiences  about how Christ  had taken 
care of our needs. 

Every Christia n ha s a  powerfu l persona l testimony . 
Sometimes peopl e fee l tha t i f they weren' t dru g addict s 
before the y accepte d Christ , thei r testimon y i s no t valid . 
NOT! Your testimony i s a  picture o f who Go d i s in you, n o 
matter what your background . 

To become more effective in sharing your personal expe -
rience with God follow these helpful hints. 

I. PREPARE YOUR TESTIMONY. 

Answer thes e question s concernin g you r persona l experi -
ence with Chris t 

1. What major difficulty did you struggl e with before you 
accepted Christ ? 

2. What key experience led you to Christ? 

3. What specifi c difference has Chris t mad e i n helpin g 
you with the stuggle you mentioned in #1? 

On page 12 0 you will find a worksheet to write your testi -
mony. Focus o n the point s you wrote above  in writing your 
testimony. Mak e sur e yo u includ e on e persona l experienc e 
in each poin t 

• Chec k here when you have written your testimony. 

Once you have written your testimony take time to mem -
orize i t and practice sharing it . You'll find tips for doing tha t 
on page 119 in the back of this book. 

106 



• Chec k here when you have memorized your testimony. 

2. PRESENT YOUR TESTIMONY. 

Focus on one person you have prayed for who needs to 
know Chris t Ge t with tha t perso n thi s week an d giv e you r 
testimony. (See page 119 for helpful tips.) 

• Chec k her e whe n yo u have give n your testimon y t o a 
friend. 

LOCKER OPENER #5 
SHOW HOW HE CAN KNOW 
GOD PERSONALLY. 

It is so simple to receive Chris t but most people struggl e 
with th e simplicity . Your friend  wil l need fo r you t o 
draw him a  simple picture. How did Jesus d o that in 
John 4:25-26 ? 

One night  Tim  said  to  us  "I  want  to  have  what  you 
have. " We weren't sure what he was talking about. I ques-
tioned him  further.  He  replied,  "Can  you tell  me  how  I 
can know the God I see in you?" 

The doo r doesn' t ope n an y wider tha n that . At Hardee s 
over a  Coke and some curly fries  I  had had the privilege of 
introducing Tim to my friend, Jesus Chris t 

It doesn't get any better than leading someone to Chris t 

When yo u sho w someone how to know God , i t is impor -
tant tha t yo u dra w him a  clea r picture . I f you follo w these 
suggestions, you can present the Gospel clearly. 
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X . TUR N THE CONVERSATION. 

Up to this point you have shared your persona l experience . 
Now yo u wil l tur n th e focu s of th e conversatio n t o you r 
friend. To make that transition ask these questions . 

• "Hav e yo u eve r experience d a  persona l relationshi p 
with Jesus Christ like the one I've described?" 

• "Woul d yo u b e intereste d i n knowin g ho w t o d o 
that?" 

"Only one friend  has ever said no to hearing the Gospel. " 
(Keith) 

2. COMMUNICATE TH E MESSACE CLEARLY. 

You need to know what to say when the opportunity comes . 
Simply and clearly communicate the Gospel. You can do that 
by following these instructions . 

• Us e a booklet that clearly explains the Gospel. (A sam-
ple o f The  Facts  of  Life bookle t i s include d o n page s 
121-126. You ca n orde r copie s o f this i n bookle t form 
from Reac h Ou t Ministrie s [se e addres s i n front  o f 
book] or from your local Christian bookstore. ) 

• Memoriz e the main points of the booklet and the vers-
es that go with each poin t 

• Rea d the booklet with him. Only use one booklet 
• Leav e the booklet and your phone number with him. 

3. ASK DISCERNINC QUESTIONS . 

Because you want him to actually know Jesus, not just pra y 
a prayer , you nee d t o as k thes e question s afte r you rea d 
through th e prayer . These question s wil l determin e you r 
friend's leve l of understanding. 

• "D o you understand what I just shared with you?" 
• "Wha t does this mean to you?" 

Listen to the response. If he says something like, "I try to 
be good, " or " I go t o church ever y Sunday, " or seems apa -
thetic, you ca n be sur e he hasn' t grasped th e rea l meanin g 
of the Gospel . If he doe s understand , he wil l ask searchin g 
questions like: 
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• "Ho w do I believe in Jesus Christ?" 
• "Ho w can I be sure He will come into my life? 
• "Wil l Jesus forgive me my worst?" 
• "Wil l Jesus take away the emptiness I feel?" 

4. CHALLENGE 10 ACCEPT CHRIST. 

If you sens e you r frien d has a  clea r understandin g o f th e 
Gospel, then challenge him to receive Christ Us e the prayer 
on page 12 in the booklet 

Read the prayer out loud and then ask : 

• "Doe s this prayer express the desire of your heart?" 

If h e say s "yes, " then lea d hi m i n th e praye r t o accep t 
Christ Have him pray the prayer out loud. 

After praying with Tim, I began to ask him i f he under -
stood al l that I said. He nodded yes. Then I  questioned 
him t o make sure . He wanted Chris t in his life and h e 
wanted Him now. I led Tim in a prayer to receive Chris t 

ASK DiSCeRNlNG 
QUESTiONS 
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After he prayed he said, "This is the first time my heart 
has ever felt clean." 

If he says "no" then follow through on the next step. 

5. KEEP O N SHARING CHRIS T 

Those wh o don' t accep t Chris t . . 
We ca n easil y abando n thos e who rejec t our message . Bu t 
there i s n o bette r wa y t o shar e God' s unconditiona l lov e 
with ou r friend s tha n t o remai n a  frien d whethe r the y 
respond o r no t 

As I  shared the love of Christ with Pete, he seemed 
very interested. I  asked him if  the prayer at the end of 
The Facts of Life expressed his heart's desire. He was 
very polite. He  told  me that  he respected  what I had 
to say, but in no  uncertain terms  he told me, "I  don't 
believe that God  exists. And if  there is no God,  then 
there isn't  any  need  for me  to  have  a  relationship 
with God."He  had a point. 

So what d o I  d o next ? Mayb e I  could dus t m y Tevas off 
and pra y dow n fire  o n hi s head! Instead I  developed a  plan 
to continu e t o lov e him an d shar e Chris t with him . Mayb e 
some of the steps I took will help you. 

• Don' t get discouraged. Sharing Christ is a 
process. 

• Continu e to pray for him daily. 
• Continu e to serve him. 
• Invit e him to positive Christian events . 
• Introduc e him to other Christian friends. 
• Giv e him books o r booklets tha t relate t o 

his struggles . 
• Tak e time to answer his questions. 

T h o s e wh o d o accep t Chris t . . . 
When a  frien d accept s Christ , th e responsibilit y ha s jus t 
begun. H e i s "like a  newborn baby " ( 1 Peter 2:2) . We have 
the privilege of helping him grow in his new faith. 

A six session follow-u p booklet entitled Getting  Started i s 
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designed specificall y fo r you t o hel p you r ne w Christia n 
friend grow. It covers these issues . 

1. "What happened when I accepted Christ? " 
2. "How do I communicate with God?" 
3. "How do I tell other people?" 
4. "How do I get plugged in?" 
5. "What happens when I mess up?" 
6. "How will my life change?" 

The stor y o f Jesus an d the woman a t the well conclude s 
the wa y you wan t your burde n for  you r campu s t o 
conclude. See what happened in John 4:39-41 . 

Good new s travel s fast ! The Samarita n woma n couldn' t 
contain herself . She ha d t o share the lov e of God with oth -
ers and it had a multiplying effect 

Remember Tim?  Since  he  has accepted Christ, he has 
talked with  a  number  of  his friends about  Christ.  One 
was Pete.  Once  a  total  agnostic,  Pete  now  meets  with 
Tim every  week. 

God i s continuall y i n th e proces s o f bringing peopl e t o 
Himself. He allow s you t o ente r int o this incredibl e adven -
ture! As you love God and your friends,  Go d will cause you 
to become boldl y unashamed o f the Gospel . As you le t th e 
Gospel be the "powe r of God" in your own life, He will us e 
you t o influenc e mor e peopl e tha n yo u ca n imagine ! 
Possibly your entire campus! 

To further develop your skills in communicating Christ to 
your friends  loo k fo r Giving  Away Your  Faith b y Barr y 
StClair (Victo r Books/Scripture Press) , available at your 
local Christian bookstore. 
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HOW TO STUDY A 
PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE 

Follow these steps to make Bible study exciting. Us e them on the BIBLE 
RESPONSE SHEETS . 

Observe. (Us e wit h th e Title  an d Key  Verse  section s o f th e BIBL E 
RESPONSE SHEET. ) 
Pray first forthe Holy Spirit's guidance, and then read the passage carefully. 
Read with an open mind, ready to receive and obey what God has to teach 
you. 

Interpret (Us e wit h th e What  does  it  say?  sectio n o f th e BIBL E 
RESPONSE SHEET. ) 
Step One  - Rea d the verses preceding and following the passage in order to 
understand the proper setting an d context. 
Step Two  -  Loo k u p unfamiliar terms in a standard dictionary o r a Bibl e 
dictionary. 
Step Three  -  Outlin e the passage . 

Apply. (Us e with the How does  it  apply to  my life?  sectio n of the BIBLE 
RESPONSE SHEET. ) 
Step One  -  Loo k for: 

Promises to claim Command s to obey 
Attitudes to change Action s to take 
Challenges to accept Example s to follow 
Sins to confess Skill s to learn 

Step Two  - Describ e how the passage applies to your life by asking yourself 
these questions : 

• "Ho w can I  make this passage personal?" 
• "Ho w can I  make i t practical?" 
• "Ho w can I  make it measurable?" 

Be specific. Fo r example: " I need to love my mom more by cleaning up my 
room every day. " 

Memorize (Us e th e Memory  verse  sectio n o f th e BIBL E RESPONS E 
SHEET.) 
Find a  verse o r passag e o f Scriptur e tha t speak s t o yo u personally , an d 
memorize it . 



BIBLE RESPONSE SHEET 

DAY/DATE 

BIBLE PASSAGE 

TITLE (Topic of Passage ) 

KEY VERSE 

WHAT DOES I T SAY? (Outline) -

HOW DOE S I T APPLY TO MY LIFE ? 

MEMORY VERS E 



BIBLE RESPONSE SHEET 

DATE 

PASSAGE 

TITLE 

KEY VERSE 

SUMMARY 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 



PRAYER ACTION SHEET 

DAY/DATE. 

PRAISE: 
Write down one praise to the Lord today. 

CONFESSION: 
Write down an y sin(s ) you need to confess. 

THANKSGIVING: 
Write down wha t you are most thankful for today. 

PETITION: 
Write down an y needs you have in your life today . 

INTERCESSION: 
Write the names of the people you are praying for today and a phrase that 
expresses your prayer for each person . 

Name Prayer 



PRAYING FOR OTHERS 

Through your prayers God will work powerfully in other 
people's lives . Pra y for : you r family , you r Christia n 
friends, friends who need Christ, your school, your church 
and the spread of the Gospel aroun d the world. B e ver y 
specific in your requests . 
Record your prayers on your PRAYER ACTION SHEET. 

Keep a record of the things you are praying for and write down God' s 
answers to your prayers. Pu t in requests on each day of the week. 

Then pray for those requests on that day. Doin g this will keep you 
from having too many request s on one day . 

SUNDAY 
Date Dat e 

Prayed REQUES T ANSWE R Answere d 



SEVEN TOUCH QUESTION S 

These 7  Questions hel p me b e hones t abou t the dir t i n m y 
life and then confes s it just like the Bible encourages m e t o 
do. 

Spend a t leas t on e hou r wit h thes e question s thi s week , 
then as k yourself on e every day after that Writ e down you r 
responses on a separate sheet of paper. 

7 QUESTION S 

1. Do yo u hav e impur e thought s abou t th e opposit e 
sex? (2 Timothy 2:22) 

2. Do yo u gripe , complain , o r hav e ba d attitudes ? 
(Philippians 2:14-15) 

3. Do yo u respect , honor , an d obe y you r parents ? 
(Ephesians 6:1-3) 

4. Do you lie, steal, or cheat? (Colossian s 3:9) 

5. Are bitterness and resentment keeping you from for-
giving another person? (Matthe w 6:14-15) 

6. Have yo u t reate d anothe r perso n wrongly ? 
(Matthew 5:23-24) 

7. Do yo u hav e an y idol s tha t kee p Jesus from  bein g 
first i n your life? (Matthew 6:33) 
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PRAYER POWER TEAM TIPS 

• PURPOSE . Get clearly in your mind that your purpos e 
is t o PRAY . Mak e certai n tha t you r tw o Christia n 
friends who will pray with you know the purpose. 

• COMMITMENT . As k you r tw o friend s poin t blank : 
"Will you join me three times a week to pray together?" 
Don't try to talk them into it if they are hesitant I f one 
decides not to, then ask someone else. 

• TIME . Le t your friend s know tha t th e lengt h o f tim e 
will vary, but the average time will be about 15 minutes 
each time. Decide to meet for 3 months. After that you 
can decide if you want to stop or go on. 

• PLACE . Meet a t school. Try t o find a place that i s rea-
sonably quiet . Don' t b e afrai d o r ashame d t o mee t 
where others might see you. 

• AGEND A Thi s simpl e structur e wil l give you a  guide 
to follo w in your meetings . Spend abou t 5  minutes o n 
each of these. 

GOD. Worship God. 
• Tel l Him how great He is. 
• Sing , read a  psalm or other Scripture . 
• Expres s thanks for what He means to you and what He 

has done for you. 

EACH OTHER Pra y for each other . 
• Pra y that you will grow in your relationship to Chris t 

118 



• B e specific about needs that you have. 
• As k the Lord to make you a  bold and sensitive witness 

on your campus. 
• Pra y foreach other's familie s and churches . 

LOST FRIENDS. Ask th e Lor d t o brin g you r friends  t o 
Himself. 

• As k the Lord to show you where your friends  ar e spiri -
tually. Ask Him to take them the next step. 

• Eac h perso n pra y fo r on e friend,  the n eac h on e g o 
again unti l al l 9 are prayed for . If you don' t finish,  then 
pick up where you left off next time. 

• Pra y for your campus too. Ask the Lord to bring a spiri-
tual hunger to the principal, teachers, coaches, apathet -
ic Christians , an d los t students . Ask fo r the Gospe l of 
Jesus Christ to be made known clearly to every person . 

TESTIMONY TOO L AND TIPS 

Use thes e pointer s an d th e followin g shee t t o writ e an d 
share your testimony. 

• B e Accurate—Don' t tr y t o "spic e up " your testimon y 
by stretching the truth. It will be the power of God tha t 
communicates His message. 

• B e Personal—Us e "I " and "me " a  lot . Peopl e lik e t o 
hear experiences told in the first person. 

• B e Graphic—B e specific . Giv e enoug h detail s t o 
arouse your listeners' interes t 

• B e Thematic—Choose a  centra l them e fo r your testi -
mony tha t non - Christian s ca n relat e t o (i.e. , sel f 
esteem, security, purpose). 

• B e Relaxed—Talk abou t your story as a natural par t of 
the conversatio n without going into "pulpit mode". 

• Honestl y communicate your problems and difficulties. 
• B e positive . Don' t criticiz e other s wh o believ e differ -

ently than you. 
• Us e word s tha t a  non-Christia n ca n relat e to . Dro p 

words like "saved," "sanctified," "washed in the blood." 
• Focu s o n what Chris t has don e for you rathe r than o n 

how bad your old life was. 
• Tal k as a friend, not like a preacher in a coliseum. 
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MY TESTIMON Y 

My Life Before I Met Christ 

How I Met Christ 

How Christ Has Changed My Life 
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BARRY ST . CLAI R 

THE 
FACTS 
OF 
LIFE 

We look  for  meaning  in  life  thro ugh 
these things. But  the  fact is —blowing 
God is  more  important  than  all  these 
things put  together.  Why? 
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F A C T 1 

GOD LOVE S U S 
AND CREATE D U S 
TO KNO W HIM . 

God love s us . Jesu s said , "Go d s o love d 
the worl d tha t H e gav e Hi s on e an d onl y 
Son, tha t whoeve r believe s i n Hi m shal l no t 
perish bu t hav e eterna l life " (Joh n 3:16) . 

God create d us . W e rea d i n th e Bible . "Fo r 
You (God ) create d m y inmos t being ; Yo u 
knit m e togethe r i n m v mother' s womb " 
(Psalm 139:13) . 

God want s li s t o kno w Him . God' s Wor d 
tells us , "No w thi s i s eterna l life ; tha t the y 
may kno w You , th e onl y tru e God , an d 
Jesus Christ , who m Yo u hav e sent " (Joh n 
17:3). 

MAN G O D 
Loves u s 

Created u s 
Wants u s t o kno w Hi m 

Since Fact #1  is  true,  why  is  it 
that many  people  don't know God? 



F A  C T 2 

OUR SI N KEEP S U S 
FROM KNOWIN G GOD . 
Some peopl e think o f sin a s getting drunk, o r 
telling lies . True, bu t si n involve s much more . 

Wha t i s sin ? Si n i s ou r choic e t o disobe v 
God an d g o ou r ow n way . "W e all , lik e 
sheep, hav e gon e astray , eac h o f li s ha s 
turned t o hi s ow n way " (Isaia h 53:6) . 

W h o ha s sinned ? Everyone . I n th e Bibl e 
we read , "Al l hav e sinne d an d fal l shor t o f 
the glor y o f God " (Roman s 3:23) . 

What happen s whe n w e sin ? Si n result s i n 
separation fro m God , leadin g t o deat h an d 
judgment. "Th e wage s o f si n i s death" (Ro -
mans 6:23) , and , "Ma n i s destine d t o di e 
once, an d afte r that t o fac e judgment" (He -
brews 9:27) . 

As lon g a s si n separate s u s fro m God , w e 
cannot kno w Him . 

God 

SIN \ 

MAN G O D 
Sin loves u s 

Death Created u s 

Judgment Wants u s 
to kno w Hi m 

What, then,  is  the solution to  our 
separation from  God? 

FACT 3 

WE CA N KNO W GO D 
ONLY THROUG H 
JESUS CHRIS T 
Jesus Chris t i s th e onl y solutio n t o ou r si n 
problem. 

Jesus die d fo r ou r sin . "Go d demonstrate s 
His lov e fo r u s i n this : Whil e we  wer e stil l 
sinners, Chris t die d fo r us " (Roman s 5:8) . 

Jesus ros e f ro m th e dea d t o giv e u s life . 
"Just a s Chris t wa s raise d fro m th e dea d 
through th e glor y o f th e Father , w e to o 
may liv e a  ne w life " (Roman s 6  41 . 

Jesus opene d th e wa y fo r u s t o kno w 
God. "Fo r Chris t die d fo r sin s onc e fo r all , 
the righteou s fo r th e unrighteous , t o brin g 
you t o God " ( 1 Pete r 3:18) . 

The life , death , an d resurrectio n o f Jesu s 
Christ bridge d th e ga p fro m Go d t o us . 

G O D 

JESUS 
CHRIST 

MAN G O D 
Sin Love s u s 

Death Create d us 

Judgment Want s u s 
to kno w Hi m 

How can  we  know  Jesus  Christ 
personally? 



F A  C  T 4 . 

TO KNO W GO D 
WE MUS T RECEIV E 
JESUS CHRIST . 
Many peopl e kno w about  God . but  don' t 
know Hi m personally.  Th e onl y wa y t o 
know Go d personall y i s t o receiv e jesu s 
Christ. S o ho w ca n we  receiv e Him ? 

T u r n awa y f ro m ou r sin . Jesu s said , "Th e 
time ha s come . .  .  .  Repen t an d believ e th e 
Good News! " (Mar k 1:15 ) T o repen t 
means t o turn  away  fro m sin . 

Believe i n Jesus . "Believ e i n th e Lor d 
Jesus, an d yo u wil l b e saved " (Act s 16:31) . 
To believ e mean s t o ru m t o Jesus . 

Respond t o Jesus . Jesu s promises , "Her e I 
am! I  stan d a t th e doo r an d knock . I f any -
one hear s M y voic e an d open s th e door , I 
will g o i n an d ca t wit h him , an d h e wit h 
Me" (Revelatio n 3:20) . 
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ARE YO U HERE.. . O R HERE ? 

JESUS 
CHRIST 

M A N 
Sin 

Death 

Judgment 

G O D 
Loves u s 

Created u s 

Wants u s 
to kno w Hi m 

Where would  you  like  to  be? 

11 

Is ther e an y goo d reaso n wh y yo u canno t 
receive Jesu s Chris t righ t now ? 

You ca n tur n awa y fro m you r si n an d as k 
Jesus int o you r lif e now. Yo u receiv e Jesu s 
by prayin g t o Him . 

Prayer i s simpl y talkin g to  God . H e wil l 
hear you r prayer . Ca n yo u sa y thi s t o Go d 
and mea n it ? 

"Dear Lord  Jesus, 
I know  that  Ton  created  me, love 
me, and  limit  me  to  know  you. 
My sin  has  kept  me  from  know-
ing Tou.  I  turn  from  my  sin.  I 
receive Jesus Ovist,  who  died  to 
forgive my  sin  and  rose  from  the 
dead to  live  in  me.  In  Jesus' 
name, Amen." 

Now that  you  have  received Jesus 
Christ, what  happens? 
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F A CT 5 

JESUS CHANGE S 
OUR LIVE S WHE N 
WE KNO W HIM . 
Receiving Jesu s Chris t i s jus t th e begin -
ning. Whe n H e coma s int o ou r lives , w e 
experience man y changes—som e immedi -
ately an d other s gradually . 

A New Identity . "I f anyone i s in Christ , h e 
is a new creation; th e old ha s gone, tin e new 
has come! " ( 2 Corinthian s 5:17 ) 

Forgiveness. "A s fa r as th e cas t i s from th e 
west, s o fa r ha s H e remove d ou r transgres -
sion (si n and guilt ) fro m us" (Psalm 103:12) . 

Love. "W c lov e becaus e H e firs t love d us " 
(1 Joh n 4:19) . 

Freedom. "S o i f the So n set s you free , vou 
will b e fre e indeed " (Joh n 8:36) . 
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Confidence. "W e hav e confidenc e befor e 
God bccaus e w e obc v Hi s command s an d 
do wha t please s Him " ( 1 Joh n 3:21-22) . 

Victory ove r Temptation . Whe n yo u ar c 
tempted, H e wil l als o provid e a  wa y ou t s o 
that yo u ca n stan d u p unde r it " ( 1 Corin -
thians 10:13) . 

Guidance. "Trus t i n th e Lor d wit h al l you r 
heart an d lea n no t o n you r ow n under -
standing; i n al l you r wav s acknowledg e 
H i m , an d H e wil l mak e vou r path s 
straight" (Proverb s 3:5-6) . 

How can we  know Jesus even 
better? 
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F A C T 6 . 

WE MATUR E A S W E 
KNOW JESU S BETTER . 
You hav e no w begu n a  relationshi p wit h 
Jesus. Ho w ca n yo u gro w i n tha t relation -
ship? 

Spend tim e i n praye r dail y (Phil . 4:6) . 
I wil l pra y fiv e mintuc s even ' dav . 

Study God' s W o r d dail y ( 2 Tim . 3:16) . 
I wil l rea d on e Bibl e chaptc r ever y 

day, beginnin g wit h th e Boo k o f Mark . 

Submit t o Go d consistentl y (Jame s 1:22) . 
I wil l obe y Go d a s I  becom e awar e o f 

His instructions . I  wil l ge t baptize d a s soo n 
as possibl e (Act s 2:38) . 

Search fo r a  churc h (Hebrew s 10:24-25) . 
I wil l g o t o a  churc h tha t teache s 

clearly abou t Jesus . 
15 

Share Jesu s wit h other s (Roman s 1:16) . 
I wil l tel l m y famil y an d bes t frien d 

about m y ne w relationshi p wit h Jesu s 
Christ thi s week . 

Seek Jesu s completel y (Joh n 5:22-23) . 
I wil l loo k t o Jesu s t o chang e m y atti -

tudes an d action s ever y day . 

You probabl y fee l yo u hav e a  lo t t o 
learn. I f you wan t furthe r hel p i n th e 
decision yo u hav e made , writ e to : 

Reach Ou t Ministrie s 
3961 Holcom b Bridg e Roa d 20 0 
Norcross, G A 3009 2 
(404) 441-224 7 

Scripture take n fro m th e Holy  Bible,  New  Interna-
tional Version,  ©  1973 , 1978 , 1984 , Internationa l 
Bible Society . Use d by  permissio n o f Zonderva n 
Bible Publishers . 

© 1986 , Barr y St . Clair . Al l rights  reserve d 
Printed i n th e Unite d State s o f Americ a 



DYNAMIC DISCUSSION STARTER S FOR 
OUTREACH TO YOUR FRIENDS 

You will be amaze d a t how open your friends  wil l be to dis -
cuss the Gospel in a small group. (W e call it Life Group. You 
may want to give it another name.) Through thi s discussio n 
group yo u can provide an environment where you and your 
friends discus s the issues of God openly and naturally. 

• WHAT I S A LIFE CROUP? 

1. A place where friends  ca n talk openly about what the y 
believe without being put down by others. 

2. A place wher e you r friend s can find  lov e an d accep -
tance. 

3. A place where you can encourage your friends to take a 
serious look at Jesus Chris t 

• HO W D O YOU START A LIFE CROUP? 

1. The People—friends you are relating to and serving . 
2. The Place— a familiar , comfortabl e plac e where yo u 

will no t b e interrupted : a  classroom , a  friend' s home, th e 
Burger King, etc. 

3. The Time— a time you kno w mos t o f your friends  ar e 
free: afte r school, befor e school , Sunday night , etc . Plan t o 
meet consistently for six weeks. 

4. The Invitation—Target the friends  you have been serv -
ing. Personally invite each one . The best size for discussion 
is five to te n people , but even i f only one person responds , 
you wil l be successful . Let them kno w what you ar e doin g 
and wha t t o expect . You ca n sa y somethin g like , "Severa l 
guys ar e going to ge t together eac h Frida y morning a t JJ's 
to have breakfast and talk about life, God, and our problems. 
Could you join us?" 

• HO W D O YO U LEAD A LIFE CROUP? 

You want to creat e a  relaxed atmospher e s o your friends 
can tal k openl y an d freely.  Loo k fo r opportunities t o guid e 
them toward Jesus, not shove Jesus down their throats . 

Your role is to initiate discussion an d then become a  par t 
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of the discussion as a friend. The foundation you have laid in 
prayer an d servin g wil l ope n door s fo r you t o presen t th e 
truth o f Jesus Christ naturally. 

Four powerfu l ingredients will help you lead a Life Group 
successfully. 

1. Listen: Friend s will share their most intimate concern s 
when you sincerely listen. 

2. Accept Respec t others ' point s o f view and thei r right 
to decid e wha t t o believe . Neve r pu t the m dow n fo r what 
they believe . Try t o understan d an d appreciat e wh y the y 
feel the way they do. 

3. Encourage : Constantl y affir m your friends'  opennes s 
and willingness to work through what they believe. 

4. Challenge : A s you listen , accep t an d encourage , yo u 
will b e abl e t o lovingl y challeng e you r friend s with th e 
claims o f Jesus Chris t Th e objec t is to presen t th e Gospe l 
and to challenge them to make a decision. 

• WHAT CA N YOU DISCUSS IN A LIFE CROUP? 

The followin g are session s yo u ca n g o through , eac h wit h 
an objectiv e and question s you ca n us e to star t discussion . 
These ar e no t se t i n concrete . I t i s u p t o yo u t o discer n 
where your friends are and the next step they need to take. 

SESSION "i: A  SAFE PLACE TO OPEN YOUR HEART 

Objective: To build a foundation for communication. 
Opening: Set the ground rule s for communication. 
1. Respec t others ' opinions . N o laughin g a t o r cuttin g 

another person down . 
2. Speak one at a time. Give others the chance to expres s 

opinions. 
3. Accept one another , eve n i f the othe r person has a  dif-

ferent opinion. 
4. Honor eac h others ' honesty. What is said i n the group , 

stays in the group. 
Question: "I f Go d wer e t o wal k i n thi s roo m right  now , 

what two questions would you ask Him?" 
Truth: "Whe n Jesus reache d th e spo t H e looked u p and 

said, 'Zacchaeu s com e dow n immediately . I  mus t sta y a t 
your house today. ' So he cam e down a t once and welcomed 
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him gladly," (Luke 19:5-6) . 
Preparation: Secure a place and time. Call your friends  t o 

remind them . 

SESSION "2:  I S THERE ANYTHINC FOR SURE? 

Objective: To create a thirst for a solution to life. 
Questions: 
• "Finis h this sentence: Life is...." 
• "Wha t event do you look forward to the most this year? 

(Such as Spring break, prom, etc.)" "Does it ever mee t 
your expectations?" 

• "Wha t in your life can you always count on?" 
Truth: "Everyon e wh o drink s thi s water wil l b e thirst y 

again, bu t whoeve r drink s th e wate r I  give hi m wil l neve r 
thirst Indeed , th e wate r I  give hi m wil l becom e i n hi m a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life," (john 4:13-14). 

Preparation: Thin k through , the n writ e ou t ho w Chris t 
has been the "For Sure" in your life when other things have 
fallen through. Recal l specific things in the world tha t hav e 
let you down , suc h a s achievements , materia l possessions , 
etc. Tell ho w Chris t was there t o give you tru e fulfillment 
when these things didn' t 

SESSION "3:  SOMEON E WHO CARES . 

Objective: To understand that God loves us. 
Questions: 
• "Finis h this sentence: Love is...." 
• "I n your life, who really loves you?" 
• "Ho w do you know when someone loves you?" 
• "D o yo u hav e an y relationship s tha t wil l alway s b e 

there, even for eternity?" 
Truth: "Neve r will I leave you, never will I forsake you," 

(Hebrews 13:5) . 
Preparation: Thin k throug h an d writ e dow n specifi c 

times when you have felt lonely and no one cared about you. 
How di d Chris t hel p yo u throug h thos e times ? 
Communicate ho w Christ stuck by you when other s turne d 
their backs. 
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SESSION WHO' S T O BLAME FOR THIS MESS? 

Objective: To explain the separation caused by man's sin. 
Questions: 
• "Wha t d o yo u thin k i s the wors t thin g tha t ha s hap -

pened in our nation in the last year?" 
• "I f Go d i s a  God o f love, why d o you thin k bad thing s 

happen?" 
Truth: "Fo r al l have sinned an d fal l short o f the glory of 

God," (Romans 3:23). "For the wages of sin is death but the 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord," (Romans 
6:23). 

Preparation: Writ e out examples of how God has provid -
ed u s wit h al l o f th e resource s t o fee d al l people , bu t 
because o f man's si n an d selfishness , people ar e homeles s 
and starving . 

SESSION "5:  TH E ULTIMATE GIFT . 

Objective: To show how God paid for our sin through th e 
death and resurrection of Jesus Chris t 

Questions: 
• "Wha t is the worst thing anyone has ever done to you?" 
• "Ho w di d that affect your relationship?" 
• "Wha t woul d i t take fo r you t o restor e tha t relation -

ship?" 
Truth: "Fo r God so loved the world that He gave His one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shal l not perish 
but have eternal life," (john 3:16). 

Preparation: Writ e out and communicate the Gospel (The 
Facts of Life booklet will help you with that). 

SESSION "6:  OPENIN G TH E DOOR. 

Objective: T o challeng e y  our friends  t o decid e t o follow 
Christ 

Questions: 
• "Hav e you ever felt close to God?" "When? " 
• "Wha t d o yo u thin k keep s yo u clos e t o Go d al l th e 

time?" 
• "D o you thin k i t i s possible t o be clos e t o Go d al l th e 

time?" 
Truth: "Her e I  am! I stand a t the doo r and knock. If any-
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one hear s m y voice and open s the door , I  will come i n an d 
eat with him, and he with me," (Revelations 3:20). 

Preparation: Writ e ou t an d communicat e you r persona l 
testimony emphasizing how you made the decision to follow 
Jesus. 

Ask the others in the group if they are interested in know-
ing God personally like you do. 

FOLLOW U P 

After you have completed the sessions as a group, dedd e 
the nex t step . You migh t want to as k the m i f they wan t t o 
continue meeting . O r follo w up your conversation s wit h 
them on e on one . If they accep t Christ, follow through wit h 
the booklet , Getting  Started.  Thi s ca n b e a  good focu s for 
the group if it continues, and if several of your friends accept 
Christ 
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HOW TO LEAD A CROUP THROUGH 
TAKING YOUR CAMPUS FOR CHRIST 

The poin t o f TAKING YOUR CAMPUS FOR CHRIST is to 
put wha t you ar e learnin g int o action.  The bes t wa y to d o 
that i s take a  group through th e boo k puttin g i t into action 
together. 

The purpose of this Leader's Guide is to help you do that 
in a  way tha t will maximize you r persona l influenc e on th e 
campus, a s wel l a s creatin g a  campu s movemen t i n whic h 
students are coming to Chris t 

My hop e i s tha t Roman s 1:1 6 will become a  realit y fo r 
everyone wh o read s thi s book : " I a m no t ashame d o f th e 
Gospel, because i t is the powe r o f God fo r the salvatio n o f 
everyone who believes." 

YOU AS THE LEADER 

You ma y b e asking : "Wh o shoul d lea d th e grou p o n ou r 
campus or at our church?" You! Actually there are two types 
of leaders for a group going through this book. 

1. Students wh o have a  desire to see God create a  power-
ful spiritual movemen t o n you r campus . You may no t 
feel adequate, trained, ol d enough , o r mature enough . 
But you d o kno w tha t Go d ha s give n yo u a  desir e t o 
see your campus know Christ Go ahead. Take the risk. 
God will honor you stepping out in faith. 

2. Youth  leaders who have a burden to see the campus (es) 
they ar e responsibl e fo r reached wit h th e messag e o f 
Jesus Christ . You ca n tak e al l o r par t o f your yout h 
group throug h thi s book . Remembe r tha t yo u onl y 



want the student s going through i t who really want to 
make a difference on their campus . 

Being th e leade r wil l requir e mor e tim e an d persona l 
involvement tha n th e other s wh o ar e goin g throug h th e 
book wil l give . S o before you decid e t o lead , si t dow n an d 
count the cos t 

To get prepared t o lead, here ar e some of the things you 
will need to do. 

1. Read through  the  book.  Mak e sur e tha t yo u wor k 
through th e materia l i n th e boo k befor e you tak e th e 
group through i t Ask God to show you how to lead the 
group. 

2. Organize  the  group. Get a  few other student s who you 
know ar e intereste d i n thi s an d discus s th e ide a wit h 
them. The n announc e i t t o th e large r group—you r 
campus Christia n grou p o r you r yout h group . A t a n 
introductory meetin g explai n wha t i s involve d i n th e 
meetings, th e assignments , th e tim e an d plac e o f th e 
meetings. Explai n tha t i t will b e action-oriente d wit h 
each one expected to read the material, and then to put 
the materia l int o practice. One creative idea is to hav e 
all of these people over to your house or at a restaurant 
for pizza so you can get started in a fun, relaxed way. 

3. Purchase the  materials.  Wel l i n advanc e o f th e first 
meeting, orde r a  boo k fo r every perso n i n the group . 
To ge t th e mos t ou t o f th e grou p i t will b e goo d fo r 
each person to have THE TIME ALONE NOTEBOOK, 
and TH E FACT S OF LIF E also . Se e th e bac k o f th e 
book fo r the instruction s o n orderin g th e material . 
Make sure everyone brings their Bible. 

4. Decide the  best  time  and  place  to  meet.  Decid e o n a 
morning befor e schoo l whe n th e meetin g wil l fit  th e 
most people' s schedule . O r you ca n mee t afte r school 
or a t night Yo u will need one  hour to go through eac h 
week's session . I f you nee d mor e tim e t o discus s th e 
issues addressed that week, then take an extra week to 
talk abou t them . Don't  rush  through  the  sessions.  The 
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best place to meet will be either at a room on your cam-
pus, or at a restaurant or home close to your school. 

5. Inform your  pastor or  youth leaders.  This will be eas y if 
you are doing this in your youth group. But even if you 
are doing it at school you need to keep church leader s 
informed. 

THE BEST MEETINGS 

In orde r fo r eac h wee k t o b e a n exciting , dynami c tim e 
together, you need to keep several important points in mind. 

1. Be prepared. Begin your preparation for each session a t 
least five days in advance. This has two aspects: 
• Preparin g th e materia l i n the book . I t i s more tha n 

reading an d doin g Bible study. You need t o pu t th e 
material into practice yourself. 

• Preparin g fo r the session . You need t o go throug h 
the suggested schedul e fo r each session an d decid e 
what you will do for that session. 

2. Start on  time.  D o thi s eac h wee k eve n i f everyone i s 
not ther e a t the startin g time . That keep s th e peopl e 
who are on time from feeling like you are wasting their 
time. 

3. Form into  groups of three. Do this at the first session s o 
that people will be accountabl e to two other people for 
taking actio n o n th e book . On e importan t ke y i s fo r 
everyone to come prepared. Nothin g will cause you to 
lose momentu m lik e a  lackadaisica l attitude . I f some -
one is not preparing speak to him abou t it I f it contin-
ues ask him to consider dropping out of the group. The 
groups of three will help each person be prepared an d 
take action . 

4. Make the  group  sessions  dynamic.  Thi s wil l happe n 
when you r focus is on the Lord, and on reaching your 
friends. Yo u will want to encourage discussion, but pri-
marily yo u wan t the m t o repor t o n wha t th e Lor d i s 
showing the m an d wha t the y ar e puttin g int o action . 
Here are some hints on how to do that. 

• Stat e clearly what you want them to discuss or to do. 
• Respec t each person's comments . 
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• Sta y close to the Scriptures . 
• Challeng e trite and superficial answers. 
• Involv e everyone in the discussion, not just the vocal 

ones. 
• Evaluat e afte r eac h sessio n t o se e ho w yo u ca n 

improve. 
5. Pray a lot.  Pray for the group as a whole a s well as for 

the individuals in it. Ask the Lord to make this group a 
mighty forc e fo r His kingdo m o n you r campus . As k 
Him t o buil d a  spiritua l momentu m tha t wil l brin g 
many people on your campus to Jesus Chris t 

TAKING YOU R CAMPUS FO R CHRIST ACTION CROU P 

MEETING "I̶TOTALL Y OU T O F SIGHT 

• Welcom e everyone. [ 2 minutes] 
• D o an icebreaker like: Speak to three differen t people, 

telling each on e a different reason why you like school 
cafeteria food. [5 minutes] 

• Brea k int o group s o f 3 . Discuss persona l need s an d 
pray for each other. [10 minutes] 

• Wha t would it take for God to do on your campus what 
He did on Jacob's campus? [5 minutes] 

• Outlin e o n the board specifi c ways that God coul d us e 
this group that would be beyond your imagination. [1 0 
minutes.] 

• Rea d John 1:3542 out loud. Ask the question: "What do 
you want?" (No response needed.) 

• I n group s o f 3  as k eac h perso n t o shar e specificall y 
what decisions they have made about 

Choices 
—choices they have mad e abou t their money , time , 

and possessions , 
—choices abou t baggag e from  wha t othe r peopl e 

have done to them. 
—choices they have made about old actions and atti -

tudes 
Time 

—how they will give Jesus their undivided attention 
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Friends and  school 
—how they will bring their friends to Jesus 

Have each  person  design  one  action  point  from  all  this  to 
share with  the group. 11 5 minutes] 

• Bringin g the whole group together, ask each one to tell 
his one action point to the whole group. [15 minutes] 

• Giv e the m th e assignmen t t o d o chapte r 2  fo r nex t 
week. 

MEETING ^-COMPLETELY LACKIN G 

• Focu s o n th e purpos e an d goals o f the meeting . Write 
the purpos e o n th e boar d o r o n a  poster : T O PU T 
INTO ACTIO N ROMAN S 1:16 . Talk abou t wha t tha t 
means. Ge t int o smal l group s t o discus s it , then eac h 
group give a report to the larger group. [15 minutes] 

• Usin g th e quote s b y Eddi e Murph y an d Pasca l tal k 
about why peopl e a t your schoo l ar e no t intereste d i n 
hearing abou t God' s lov e fo r them . Us e th e smal l 
group t o discus s an d th e larg e grou p t o report . [1 0 
minutes] 

• Rea d Jimmie' s poe m o n pag e 30-31 . I n thei r smal l 
group ask them to describe one person they know who 
is hurting. [ 5 minutes] 

• As k them what they think i t will take to bring that per-
son to Jesus Christ [ 5 minutes] 

• Man y people have empty, broken hearts a t school. Ask 
them ho w they want God to use them t o reach friends 
who ar e hurtin g wit h th e messag e o f Jesus Christ . 
Have 4- 5 shar e tha t wit h th e whol e group . [1 0 min-
utes] 

• I n th e smal l groups pra y for hurting friends, and for a 
burden to reach them for Jesus Christ [ 5 minutes] 

• Giv e th e assignmen t t o complet e chapte r 3  for nex t 
week. 

MEETINC "3 _AWESOMELY EXPERIENCIN G CO D 

• Rea d th e quot e from  Madaly n Murra y 0*Hair . The n 
say, "Toda y w e wan t t o hav e a n hones t discussio n 
about the reality of Jesus in our lives." [1 minute] 
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• Hav e someone read Matthew 14:25-31. [2 minutes] 
• I n group s o f thre e nam e on e are a o f your lif e wher e 

you are in your "comfort zone" but you know you nee d 
to "get out of the boat" [5 minutes] 

• Pra y in the groups of three. Put one person in the mid-
dle of the group, then the other two pray for him abou t 
the are a h e mentioned . The n d o th e sam e wit h th e 
other two. [10 minutes] 

• No w invit e the m t o experienc e Go d righ t now . Tel l 
them that the rest of the meeting is a time to get out of 
the boa t an d wal k to Jesus. Ask them t o be quie t an d 
let God speak to them about what they need to do, then 
go d o i t I f someone need s to cal l parents and as k for-
giveness, d o i t I f someone need s to accep t Chris t d o 
it. I f someon e need s t o go t o anothe r perso n i n th e 
room t o get a  relationship righ t yo u have permission , 
listen t o God , encounte r Him , then d o whatever H e 
tells you to step out of the boat [4 5 minutes] 

• Remin d them to do chapter 4 for next week. 

MEETING DEFINITEL Y CHANGING AN D REARRANGING 

NOTE: This could be a very serious time. Allow it to be that 
way. If the spirit of  God is moving, don't quench it by going on 
to something else. But don't  let it drag either. 

• Begi n by asking them to share what they did in the last 
week t o ste p ou t o f the boa t an d experienc e God . [1 0 
minutes] 

• I f people turned i n a report about everything they had 
seen you do , what would they write? Be honest Shar e 
this in groups of three. [5-10 minutes] 

• Focu s o n the " 7 Questions" on page 117 . Ask them t o 
go throug h th e " 7 Questions" writin g dow n specifi c 
sins that they need to confess to God. [10-15 minutes] 

• Wit h th e whol e group g o throug h eac h questio n an d 
allow peopl e t o confes s those sins . Game s 5:16 ) B e 
sensitive. Ask the m t o b e specific . You begin . [15-2 0 
minutes] 

• Rea d 1  John 1:9 . Remind the m tha t Jesus ha s take n 
away al l o f thei r sin . Then rea d Ephesian s 5:18 . Lead 
them i n a  praye r t o releas e th e Hol y Spiri t i n them . 
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"Lord, right now I release Your Spirit in my life. Fill me 
with You r Life . I receive th e gif t of Your Spiri t righ t 
now. In Jesus name." [5 minutes] 

• Befor e you leav e practic e breathing . Remin d the m t o 
do that spiritually this week. [ 3 minutes] 

• Tel l them to come prepared with chapter 5. 

MEETING »  5-PASSIONATELY ROMANTIC 

NOTE: Prepare a  Bible Response Sheet and a Prayer Action 
Sheet fo r each perso n fro m the bac k o f this book . Take a 
group orde r fo r the TIME  ALONE  WITH  GOD  NOTE-
BOOK i f they have not ordered i t already. 

• Hav e the m shar e i n smal l group s on e significan t 
answer to prayer in their own lives. [5 minutes] 

• Rea d th e S.D . Gordon quot e on page 63 . On a  scale of 
1-10 how would you rate the time you spend with God? 
Write a  numbe r down . Where d o yo u wan t i t t o be ? 
What do you need to do to get it there? Discuss that in 
groups of three. [ 5 minutes] 

• Hav e eac h perso n fill  ou t th e Bibl e Respons e Shee t 
Ask the m t o liste n carefull y to what Go d i s sayin g t o 
them ou t o f that passage . Focu s o n John 14:12-14 . [1 0 
minutes] 

• Hav e each perso n fill out the Prayer Action Sheet Us e 
it as a time to talk to God. [5-7 minutes] 

• I n groups of three shar e their application from the pas-
sage and thei r one major prayer request Pra y for each 
other. 

• Wit h th e whol e grou p allo w the m t o as k question s 
about spendin g tim e alon e wit h God . Don' t fee l lik e 
you have to know all of the answers. Let everyone talk. 

• Challeng e the m t o th e "15:3 0 Experiment"—to spen d 
15 minutes a  day alone with Go d fo r the nex t 3 0 days. 
Ask the m t o mak e tha t commitmen t b y tellin g on e 
other person that that is what they will do. 

• Remin d the m tha t i t is i n thi s time tha t th e Lor d wil l 
prepare the m t o b e a  powerfu l influence on th e cam -
pus. 

• Tel l them to be prepared with chapter 6 for next week. 
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MEETING " 6̶ULTIMATELY THE POWER WEAPO N 

NOTE: Write on the board—"In Jesus I'm Satan's Personal 
Nightmare." 

• Rea d 1  Peter 5:8 . How d o you se e Sata n "roaring " a t 
our school? Make a list on the board. [5 minutes] 

• Rea d 1  Peter 5:10 . According t o tha t verse wha t doe s 
God want to do in and through us? [5 minutes] 

• On e ver y specifi c way yo u ca n b e Satan' s Persona l 
Nightmare i s to become a  par t o f a  PRAYER POWER 
TEAM. Ge t wit h th e tw o peopl e whos e name s yo u 
wrote dow n i n your boo k o n pag e 83 . (Wor k with th e 
confusion unti l everyon e get s settle d wit h tw o othe r 
people.) [5-1 0 minutes] 

• Hav e the m discus s th e thre e time s durin g th e wee k 
that the y wil l pray . Hav e the m writ e thos e down . [ 5 
minutes] 

• No w hav e the m writ e dow n th e name s o f thei r non -
Christian friends they will pray for. [5 minutes] 

• Spen d th e res t o f the tim e i n thei r PRAYE R POWE R 
TEAMS prayin g fo r each othe r an d fo r each o f thei r 
non-Christian friends.  [3 0 minutes] 

• Remin d them to do chapter 7 for next week. Come pre-
pared. 

MEETING "7 ̶INTENSELY LOVIN C 

• Begi n th e meetin g i n th e PRAYE R POWER TEAMS. 
Tell the m thi s ca n b e on e o f the time s the y mee t thi s 
week. Give them plent y o f time to pray for each othe r 
and fo r their thre e non-believin g friends.  [10-1 5 min -
utes] 

• D o th e surve y wit h th e entir e grou p tha t the y di d o n 
page 88 . As k ho w man y o f the m cam e t o Chris t 
because a  specifi c person care d fo r them. Ask severa l 
to tel l who tha t was an d ho w tha t happened . [1 0 min-
utes] 

• I n thei r PRAYE R POWER TEAMS have the m tel l th e 
"unlovable" person whos e nam e the y wrote dow n an d 
the tw o creativ e ways they wil l serve tha t perso n thi s 
week. Have them pra y fo r each othe r an d fo r the peo -
ple the y wil l serve . Pra y fo r God' s lov e t o shin e 

139 



through. [1 0 minutes] 
• Mak e a  lis t o n th e boar d o f severa l creativ e way s th e 

group can be Jesus "with skin on." Decide which one of 
those you will put into practice this week. [10 minutes] 

• Pra y with the whole group that the Lord will use you to 
serve your friends  and your school. [1 0 minutes] 

MEETING *8 ̶NATURALLY COMMUNICATIN G 

• Mee t i n PRAYE R POWER TEAMS. After praying fo r 
your thre e unbelievin g friends,  decid e which on e yo u 
want to talk to about Christ first. Have a focused prayer 
time for that person. [15 minutes] 

• Tal k abou t ho w you woul d lik e t o approac h tha t per -
son, an d ho w yo u wil l ge t int o th e conversation . 
Remember t o focu s on thei r needs . Wha t nee d doe s 
your friend have that you can talk about? (See page 102 
to review the questions.) [ 5 minutes] 

• Eac h perso n shar e hi s persona l testimon y i n th e 
groups o f three . I f tim e allow s giv e i t two o r thre e 
times fo r the practice . Encourag e the m t o hel p eac h 
other b y pointing out strengths an d place s where the y 
might improve. [10-15 minutes] 

• Usin g THE  FACTS  OF  UFE booklet , divid e into two s 
and practic e goin g ove r i t with eac h other . Us e th e 
transition question s t o get int o the bookle t Especiall y 
focus on what you will do on Fact #4. [15 minutes] 

• I f the group wants to you can continue to meet to pray 
and talk about how you will love, serve, and share with 
your friends and you school. Discuss this. [15 minutes] 

CONTINUING T O MEET 

• Mee t agai n nex t week t o repor t o n th e conversation s 
you had during the week. 

• Dicus s ho w yo u wil l follo w u p thos e wh o respon d 
using the GETTING STARTED  bookle t 

• Tal k abou t how you ca n widen your circl e of influence 
by prayin g fo r more unbelievers , lovin g an d servin g 
more, and sharing Christ more . 

• As k each person i f he will accept the challenge of shar-
ing Christ with at least one person every week. 
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• Continu e to meet to pray, encourage each other in your 
witnessing, an d discoverin g ho w yo u ca n mak e 
Romans 1:16 a reality in your school. 
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For student s an d yout h workers—Her e ar e resources to 
help yo u mov e ahead ! Yo u ca n find  the m a t you r loca l 
Christian bookstore . O r fo r mor e informatio n writ e to : 

 

The Moving Toward  Maturity  Series  by Barry St Clai r 

Each o f thes e book s build s o n th e on e befor e t o hel p 
you gro w i n your relationshi p wit h Jesus Chris t 

Following Jesus (Boo k 1 ) What does it really mean to be 
a discipl e o f Jesus Christ ? Thi s boo k let s you find  ou t fo r 
yourself. 
ISBN: 0-89693-290-7 Catalo g no. 6-1290 

Spending Tim e Alon e wit h Go d (Boo k 2 ) Lear n how to 
set up and follow through on a regular daily time with God. 
ISBN: 0-89693-292-3 Catalo g no. 6-1292 

Making J e sus Lor d (Boo k 3 ) Discover how to give Jesus 
top priorit y i n your life—and how tha t make s everyda y liv -
ing an adventure . 
ISBN: 0-89693-293-1 Catalo g no. 6-1293 

Giving Away Your Fait h (Boo k 4 ) Learn the best ways to 
share your relationship with Jesus Christ with your friends. 
ISBN: 0-89693-297-4 Catalo g no. 6-1297 

Inf luencing You r Worl d (Boo k 5 ) Help s yo u explor e 
practical way s t o serv e unselfishl y an d reac h ou t t o you r 
world. 
ISBN: 0-89693-294-X Catalo g no. 6-1294 

The Fact s o f Life— A sixteen-pag e bookle t tha t clearl y 
explains the basics of the Gospe l 
ISBN: 1-56476-141-X Catalo g no. 6-3141 
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Getting Started— A 32-pag e bookle t tha t provide s a  step -
by-step discipleship program for the newest believers. 
ISBN: 1-56476-142-8 Catalo g no. 6-3142 

Time Alon e wit h Go d Notebook—Contain s al l you nee d 
to begi n a  daily quie t tim e with God . Provides instruction s 
and sheets to guide your time. 
ISBN 1-56476-143-6 Catalo g no. 6-3143 

Penetrating th e Campus— A grea t boo k fo r youth work -
ers wh o wan t to reac h ou t t o student s wher e the y are . By 
Barry St Clai r and Keith Naylor. 
ISBN: 1-56476-085-5 Catalo g no. 6-3085 

Moving Towar d Maturit y Leader ' s Book—Leader' s 
guides for the entire Moving Toward Maturity Series. It also 
includes reproducible sheets for group Bible study. 
ISBN: 0-89693-298-2 Catalo g no. 6-1298 

Building Leader s fo r Strategi c Yout h Ministry—Thi s 
training guide helps adults work with young people and lead 
them t o maturity in Christ Lear n to pinpoint student needs , 
train, and encourage student disciples. 
ISBN: 0-89693-288-5 Catalo g no. 6-1288 

Reach Ou t Strateg y (Video)— A six-part 2  1/2-hour video 
seminar by Barry St Clai r for youth workers . 
Catalog number 8-7640. 
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