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Dear Partners for the Younger Generation,

To anyone who calls in and can
pronounce "Ouagadougou, Burkina
Faso," | will give you a $100 gift
certificate!

Our team recently returned from there.
We stepped beyond our comfort zone
to train youth leaders in West Africa.

Yet before | get to the trip itself, you
mustknow that the Lord set up this trip up
on a series of minor miracles...

® My long time relationship with Dave
Bidwell, Youth for Christ Liaison to
Africa, led to me speaking to the
Youth for Christ Africa team last
summer. An immediate bond formed
with the West African leaders in our . d - W
three meetings. We accepted their "~ West Africa Team: Dave Bidwell
invitation to come to West Africa on in the Middle
the spot.

® Michel and Lydia Ouedraogo
attended our Jesus-FocusedYouth
Ministry Forum in Egypt. Michel leads
Youth for Christ in Burkina Faso and
serves as the leader of the West
Africa team. We bonded as good
friends.

® \We overcame the huge issue of transportation
for the participants. Someone gave $50,000 to
fly them to the Forum in Burkina Faso, otherwise
they faced an almost impossible four day drive
each way by car.

® Before | knew what Francophone meant, Benoit
Therrien, our Eagle Leader in Quebec, had




begun to translate our resources into French.
ReachTOut Resources We took the new French translation of
in French Jesus-Focused Youth Ministry and four other

titles to West Africa.

Join me in looking around at a few of the youth leaders in my small group that | led
during the Forum...

Hebert. A powerful African man, a pastor and a deep lover of
God. When} he prayed for our team in church on Sunday
morning, | didn’t understand a word, but | wept. The passion and
conviction in his voice when he talks to God crossed all language
barriers. On the last morning, without saying a word, both of us
pounded our hearts and smiled. We are kindred spirits. Herbert
leads the YFC work in Guinea.

Daouda. A very serious but fun-loving high
school teacher from Mali, Daouda uses a
variety of creative means to gather students in his school to
interact about the gospel. With almost no resources to use, he
finds amazingly creative ways to get students to talk about Jesus.

Hebert

Didier. This salt and pepper-haired Burkina
'« Faso pastor with quiet strength told me the last -
- day that he had gone to his only other youth Daouda
leader training three years before. Not only
was it impractical and theoretical, every book they held up was
English. | only speak French. So when you made the training so
practical, biblical and simple and then gave us twenty-five books to

take home in our own language, | began to cry and thank God.

b\
Didier

Florence. Florence, from Cameroon, and | had corresponded
for four years with hopes that one day she could come to our
training. The Lord fulfilled the dreams of this lady who wants
to see every student in Cameroon know Jesus. She wrote us
this note: As | studied the material and attended the forum,
everything the leaders were saying was exactly what | had
been praying for several years. | cried the entire first day as |
realized how God had answered my prayer by putting in my
hands what | needed to reach the youth of my country.

One of the things that | love about international youth ~
ministry: people actually put into practice what we teach Florence
them! Almost all of these leaders will go back to their

churches and implement Jesus-Focused Youth Ministry.




Your investment in us has made all of this possible! Thank you.

Jesus is Lord,
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