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Introduction 
Getting Ready 

  

There is no equal to Jesus  not even a close second. And the more clearly we see the great 
chasm that separates Jesus from everyone and everything else that competes for our allegiance, 
the more fully we can submit to His lordship over every aspect of our personal lives.  

  

The purpose of these sessions is to lead students to know Jesus more intimately and follow 
Him more passionately. This leader s guide will help you achieve that purpose. 

 

How the Materials Fit Together 

 

For the greatest impact, use all three of the JESUS NO EQUAL resources. Here s how the 
JESUS NO EQUAL book, the JESUS NO EQUAL Journal, and this leader s guide work together: 

 

During the week prior to each session, encourage students to read the corresponding chapter 
in the JESUS NO EQUAL book, by Barry St. Clair. 

 

At the beginning, middle, or end of the six sessions, challenge every student to go through 
every devotional in the JESUS NO EQUAL Journal every day.  That s 42 consecutive days of 
focusing on Jesus.  That s quite a challenge and quite an encounter with Jesus! 

 

Although the JESUS NO EQUAL Journal is designed for high-school students, you can tailor 
it to either college students or middle-school students. A high-school student should be able to 
complete a devotional in 20-30 minutes. Middle-school students may wish to go through one-
third or one-half of a devotional each day. A college student can complete one devotional in 20 
minutes.  

 

This leader s guide is designed to help you direct your students learning. You get six 
complete sessions, filled with illustrations, discussions, messages and more ideas than you can 
use in one session. It does not duplicate the material presented in either the book or journal, but 
takes a new angle on each basic theme. 

 

You can use the JESUS NO EQUAL resources in several settings: 

 

 

Youth Group: Teach the material from the leader s guide during your weekly meetings. We 
include ideas for the large group setting. 

 

 

Summer Camp: Use the six sessions in the leader s guide as your camp curriculum. 

 

 

Small Groups: Provide your students the opportunity to meet in small groups to discuss 
their discoveries from the book. Use the study to make disciples and build leaders by using 
parents and college students to lead the groups. You can use ideas from the leader s guide to 
lead the groups effectively. 

 

 

1-2-1: Challenge your students to invite one non-Christian friend to meet and go through 
the book together. Point students to page 11 of the JESUS NO EQUAL book and page 9 of the 
JESUS NO EQUAL Journal for a quick explanation that will encourage your students to be 
missionaries to their friends and their school. 

 

 

Campus Ministry Meetings: The materials are designed so that if students use just one 
devotional from the Journal per week, they will have enough material for a whole year in their 
campus ministry meetings!  

LEADERS GUIDE
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The JESUS NO EQUAL book, Journal and leader s guide provide enough material for you  

 

to customize your approach to your situation. 

   

If you need to order additional copies of the JESUS NO EQUAL book and/or the JESUS 

 

NO EQUAL Journal, check out your local Christian bookstore or visit www.reach-out.org. 

   

  Hints for Leaders 

 

  1. Plan Ahead 

 

Six Weeks in Advance 

 

Begin building expectation for the upcoming series. Challenge students to purchase the 
JESUS NO EQUAL book and JESUS NO EQUAL Journal. (If students pay for the book, they will 
take the challenge more seriously. 

 

Four Weeks in Advance 

 

Order enough JESUS NO EQUAL books and JESUS NO EQUAL Journals for your students 
and leaders. Download enough leader s guides for each leader. Read through the sessions well in 
advance, so that you can plan ahead for video clips and students

 

involvement. 

 

Session Three recommends that you follow up with some type of service project to give 
students the opportunity to live out the lesson. Begin now to plan for that project. 

 

Session Four includes a presentation of the gospel. Your church may use a booklet that 
includes your special presentation of the gospel. Have plenty and give them away. 

 

2. Be Authentic 

 

Often, the most important ingredient in a life-changing message is that the teacher is being 
transformed by the message. A youth ministry hero of mine used to say, If you want your 
students to bleed, you ve got to hemorrhage! In that light, apply these messages to your own life 
first.  

 

But I m just not there, some of you may object. I know Him, but not intimately. I follow 
Him, but I m not sure how passionate I am about it. How can I guide my students to a place I ve 
never been? Our answer? Walk with them. Rather than put up a front that students can see 
through, be authentic with them. You might need to say something like this: Hey, the more I get 
into this stuff, I realize how much further I have to go. But I m motivated. I desperately want a 
closer walk with Jesus. So pray for me as we pray for each other. We re walking through this one 
together.   Kids love authenticity.  Be real!  Your students will respect you for it. 

 

3.  Get Your Students Involved 

  

The smaller the group, the more conversational you will want to make the sessions. Ask open-
ended questions, the kind that require more than a yes or no answer. Remember, the  
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students who read the JESUS NO EQUAL book and JESUS NO 
EQUAL Journal have reflected on the subjects during the week 
prior to your teaching. Make sure to give them opportunities to 
share what they have learned and applied.  

4. Expect Opposition  
According to the apostle Paul, our warfare is not against 

flesh and blood, but against spiritual forces of exceeding power. 
So don t be surprised when everything seems to fall apart. Don t 
get discouraged. One fighter pilot said that he never once flew 
over the right target without return fire. So be encouraged! If the 
enemy s firing away, you must be on the right track! Just 
remember that the solution lies not in simply silencing the rowdy 
kids and fixing the feedback in the speaker system. Fight the 
spiritual battle with spiritual weapons, like prayer, the Word and 
faith.  

5. Pray, Pray, Pray  
Samuel Chadwick once said, Satan laughs at our toil, 

mocks at our wisdom, but trembles when we pray. Pray that you 
can apply the material to your own life before teaching it to 
others. Pray for protection. Pray for a spiritual awakening. Pray 
for your students by name. Pray for the eyes of students without 
Christ to be open to the gospel.             

Note:  Groups with access to media will want to plan ahead to secure 
videos. The United States Copyright Act treats displays or performance of 
multimedia presentations, films, and videotapes by nonprofit organizations 
(including churches) to a small group of individuals as public 
performances even if no admission fee is charged. The fact that the 
church or one of its members may have purchased the copy of the film or 
videotape makes no difference. To avoid running afoul of the public 
performance prohibition in the Copyright Act, you must in each instance 
secure the copyright owner s permission or alternatively obtain an 
umbrella license from the Motion Picture Licensing Corporation. To learn 

more about the umbrella license, contact the MPLC at 1-800-462-8855 or 
visit them on the web at www.mlpc.com. You may also want to visit 
http://fairuse.stanford.edu/ for additional information on the Copyright Act 
and the Fair Use Doctrine.

 
The Students Creed, which  
you will find at the beginning  
of each session, gives a 
thumbnail sketch of some 
beliefs that unite believers. 
Creeds have been significant 
historically to clarify important 
truths and guard against heresy. 
Put this on a screen and repeat 
it in unison with your students 
each week, emphasizing the 
portion that comes out of the 
current session. By the final 
session they will have it 
memorized. Have them repeat it 
from memory.      

Students Creed

 

JESUS CHRIST:  

 

REVEALED UNIQUELY 

 

BORN A VIRGIN BIRTH 

 

LIVED A SINLESS LIFE 

 

DIED A SINNER S 
DEATH 

 

RAISED FROM THE 
DEAD 

 

RETURNING TO RULE 

http://www.mlpc.com
http://fairuse.stanford.edu/
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No Equal to His Claims 
Who Does This Guy Think He Is? 

 

The Hook  
The purpose of the JESUS NO EQUAL series is to focus on 

Jesus Christ.  He wants us to know Him for who He is. And who 
He is will surprise you!  

Let s read this piece inspired by the Columbine tragedy in 
1999. It will show you what I mean.  

The Outsider

 

By Dave Tippett  

He was a dweeb in the eyes of some. 
A loner. 
Strange. 
Unpredictable. 
He was different. 
Spoke of strange things. 
Weird things. 
Things that no one had heard before. 
His dad had a bad reputation with some. 
He tried to talk about his relationship with his father. 
Few of the teachers listened. Or cared. 
He belonged to a gang. 
A gang that was considered dangerous. 
It roamed the town, causing local authorities trouble. 
He got in people s faces. 
He hung out with losers. 
Rich kids hated him. 
Some said Satan was in him. 
He called the teachers names. 
To their faces. 
He lived on the streets. 
He called himself God. 
He got violent once. He was expelled for it. But he came back. 
He talked about his own death calmly. 
He promised to come back from the dead. 
One of his gang got him arrested. 
He defended himself in court. He lost. 
The state executed him. It was a horrible death. 
On the third day, he kept his promise.1                                           

. 

sseessssiioonn  
oonnee

  

Students Creed

 

JESUS CHRIST:  

 

REVEALED UNIQUELY 

BORN A VIRGIN BIRTH 

LIVED A SINLESS LIFE 

DIED A SINNER S DEATH 

RAISED FROM THE DEAD 

RETURNING TO RULE 

 

By the end of this 
session, students can 
become intrigued with 
Jesus Christ and choose 
to follow Him each day. 

the 

 

main point 
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Preparation

 

:

 

 

Ask a student or two 
ahead of time to prepare a 
short description of their 
impressions of Jesus before 
they became Christians.  

Use the PowerPoint 
designed for this session. 
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The last person we might think this is referring to is Jesus. 
Maybe that s because people picture Jesus in a way that bears 
little resemblance to that Man who made such an impact on the 
world that His birth split all of human history between B.C. 
( Before Christ ) and A.D. ( Anno Domini - in the year of our 
Lord ).  

The Message  

The Jesus Who Never Lived      

Many people have a warped picture of Jesus.  Here are a few:  

1. Mr. Nice Guy

  

Some people perceive Jesus as sort of a first-century Mr. 
Rogers. He always spoke kindly, made everyone happy and would 
never get upset with anyone. Each morning He would wake His 
disciples by singing, It s a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood.

  

2. The Party Hater

  

A solemn religious figure, Jesus sought out fun-loving people 
so that He could tell them to quit having fun.  

3. The Wimp

  

Jesus probably told people to turn the other cheek because 
He knew He d get pounded if He confronted anyone.  

4. The Conformist

  

A first-century preppie, Jesus related well to church people 
who desire to look right and act right.  

5. Teacher of the Year

  

He was not the Son of God, but just a good teacher who 
taught things in an interesting way.  

If Jesus was not like this, then 

  

Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?  

How could Jesus leave such a mark on history that almost 
2000 years after His death, millions of people continue to follow 
Him? That means something is seriously wrong with the way 
most people perceive Jesus. So let s take a look at the Bible to 
discover the real Jesus.  

 

Pictures of Jesus 
Many people don t want 
to become Christians 
because their picture of 
Jesus is warped. Break 
your students into groups 
of four or five and have 
them try to describe how 
non-Christians view 
Jesus. After a few 
minutes, have someone 
from each group report 
what they have 
discovered. 

SMALL GROUP

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

Ask the students you prepared beforehand to share the 
impressions they had of Jesus before they became 
Christians. 
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Large Group Activity  

Weird ideas abound about Jesus. To get a better picture of 
the real Jesus, imagine you are a newspaper reporter trying to 
write an article on this controversial figure named Jesus. What 
kind of people would you want to interview to get the facts? 
(Eyewitnesses.)   

Let s read several eyewitness accounts to find out more 
about Jesus. How do these conflict with one of the previous 
warped views of Jesus?  

Eyewitness View #1  

Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were 
buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the benches of those selling doves. It is written, 
he said to them, My house will be called a house of prayer, but 
you are making it a den of robbers. (Matthew 21:12,13)  

How does this conflict with #1 warped view of Jesus?   

Eyewitness View #2   

Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and 
a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. 
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to 
their sect complained to his disciples, Why do you eat and drink 
with tax collectors and sinners ?  (Luke 5:29  30)  

How does this conflict with #2 warped view of Jesus?  

Eyewitness View #3  

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, 
and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son 
of hell as you are  you are like whitewashed tombs, which look 
beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men s 
bones and everything unclean.  (Matthew 23:15, 27)  

How does this conflict with #3 warped view of Jesus?  

Eyewitness View #4  

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful 
on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men s bones 
and everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you 
appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of                                              

..      


